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THE GATHERING- Pastor Gene Wolfenbarger

SERIES: Understanding Authority - Session 1
___________________________________________________________________________________________

The Authority of the Believer: Learning to Exercise All of our Authority
I. DEFINITION: AUTHORITY is nothing more than_______________________________________.

Romans 4:17 (NKJV) … (We) calls those things which do not exist as though they did…

Proverbs 18:21 (NKJV) Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it will eat its fruit. 

Hebrews 1:3 (ESV) and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. 
Learning to walk in our AUTHORITY give us: The RIGHT to COMMAND!

Matthew 28:18-19 (AMP) 18Jesus approached and, breaking the silence, said to them, All authority (all power of rule) in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. 19Go then and make disciples…

Luke 9:1 (ESV) And he called the twelve (the Apostles) together and gave them power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, (Matthew 10:1 says, “to heal every disease and every affliction”)

Luke 10:17–19 (ESV) (The disciples) seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!” 18And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power (the ability) of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt (harm) you.
A. It is clear from the words of Matthew that this was a summary of Jesus’ last teaching on earth before He ascended into heaven. In many ways this is a statement of all our Lord did on earth from the time he was born until the time he was raised from the dead. Part of his mission to earth was to recover and repair the evils that had been done in the name of authority. As the only citizen of both heaven and earth, Jesus was the only one who could unite the two spheres of authority, above and below, which was the ultimate will of his Father.
B. We should not overlook some KEY verses in scripture. In the age to come some believers will realize that there was way too much loss while he/she was living on the earth. I have learned through the years that there are particular verses that people have a hard time understanding while they have very little problem understanding other verses. Ex: WHO ME? Raise the dead? Heal the sick? ME? We are powerless in too many situations and that is because we do not understand FAITH and the AUTHORITY of the BELIEVER.

C. I am convinced the cure for this insecurity and fear is: The Greater Revelation of Grace. So many good people have DISQUALIFIED themselves from operating in the REALM of the SUPERNATURAL. Grace EMPOWERS us to do GREATER WORKS Jesus spoke of in the book of John. Grace truly holds us RESPONSIBLE to walk in this level of authority over all the realm of darkness.

2 Timothy 1:7 (ESV) for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 

John 14:12 (NKJV) 12“…greater works than these he (You) will do, because I go to My Father. 

D. The POWER of GOD is in the WORD of GOD! Please don’t forget that! When we have knowledge of the POWER that has been delegated to us on the earth THEN WE CAN HAVE FAITH to operate in it. We must have knowledge and understanding of that authority to operate in it! This is why I’m asking everyone to make a commitment to attend this Bible study. Many people will state, “Well, I’m too busy!” My objective is for you to see the whole picture! This Bible study is going to prepare you to walk in the office of a king and prepare you to make DECREES on the earth. Starting TODAY you will move from defense to offense!
II. Outline

A. Our Understanding: Is it limited or growing?

B. Our Divine Partnership with the King of Kings

C. Your Spiritual Authority

D. Understanding the Garden of Eden

E. Understanding the Covenant that was broken and repaired

F. Understanding our New Covenant Authority

G. 10 Spiritual Truths Concerning our Authority
III.   OUR UNDERSTANDING

A. Definition: Understand or Understanding   Hebrew, Bin or Binah “to understand, be able, deal wisely, consider, pay attention to, regard, notice, discern, perceive, inquire, to discern, to consider.”  Understanding is seen as a gift of God (Daniel 2:21) and it is to be prayed for (Psalm 119:34). It also results from the study of the divine precepts (Psalm 119:104) and careful reflection in the sanctuary. David's understanding as shepherd of his people is extolled (Psalm 78:72). Daniel possesses apocalyptic understanding (Daniel Chapter 9& 10). Understanding is associated with wisdom and personified (Proverbs 2:3). 
Daniel 2:21 (ESV) 21He changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings; he gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding; 
Psalm 119:34 (NKJV) 34Give me understanding, and I shall keep Your law; Indeed, I shall observe it with my whole heart. 
Psalm 119:104 (NIV) 104I gain understanding from your precepts (Word); therefore I hate every wrong path. 

B. To illustrate this, you can look at the rabbinical interpretation of the Bible in the context of the root words. For example, the rabbis concluded that God created women with greater intuition and understanding than men, because man was “formed” (yitzer, Genesis 2:7) while woman was “built” (yiben, Genesis 2:22). The root of “built,” (Beit-Nun-Hei-), is very similar to the word “binah” (Beit-Yod-Nun-Hei-), meaning understanding, insight or intuition.
C. The consequences of limited understanding: There is no other book in the Old Testament that squarely examines the consequences of failing to grow in greater understanding than the book of Hosea. The priests had not been teaching the people about God and His ways and therefore the people were suffering greatly, though such teaching was a prime responsibility of the priests. So, the people were “destroyed” (dāmāh, “ruined,”). Moreover, God removed the priests from their service because they themselves had rejected the knowledge of God and His Word. The closing lines of v.6 describe the poetic justice that would overtake them: Since they had “ignored” (šāḵaḥ, “forgotten”) the law, God would ignore their sons (descendants).
Hosea 4:1–9 (AMP) 1HEAR THE word of the Lord, you children of Israel, for the Lord has a controversy (a pleading contention) with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no faithfulness, love, pity and mercy, or knowledge (Understanding) of God [from personal experience with Him] in the land. 2There is nothing but [false] swearing and breaking faith and killing and stealing and committing adultery; they break out [into violence], one [deed of] bloodshed following close on another. 3Therefore shall the land [continually] mourn, and all who dwell in it shall languish…4…for with you is My contention, O priest. 6My people are destroyed דָּמָה [damah] for lack of knowledge; because you [the priest] have rejected knowledge (Understanding), I will also reject you that you shall be no priest to Me; seeing you have forgotten the law of your God, I will also forget your children…9And it shall be: Like people, like priest; I will punish them for their ways and repay them for their doings. 
D. Hosea is stating something here that we should not overlook especially if we walk in the office of the teacher: People perish because of ignorance of God and His Word. In this context it refers to the pathetic folly of the ill-instructed laity, “my people.” They perish because they do not know God! Failure to teach the people rightly is a grievous offense (Matt 18:6; Jas 3:1). The preacher or teacher who sins in this way is not only responsible for his own misdeeds, but also of those whom he misled.
Matthew 18:6 (ESV) 6but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 
James 3:1 (ESV) Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 
E. D. A. Garrett in his commentary on Hosea states it so well: “The judgments the priests suffer will be entirely appropriate. As they have disowned God’s teaching, so he will disown them. The “knowledge” the priests reject is not, of course, knowledge in general or a “liberal education,” but specifically the knowledge of God in both its objective and subjective senses. Thus, the priests will lose their rights to serve any longer in that capacity, much as Eli’s family did (1 Sam 3:11–14). In this light we should understand the threat against “your children” in this verse as having a dual significance. On the one hand it is a threat to the priestly families, that they shall lose their status. On the other hand, it is a warning that all the people, the “children” in Hosea’s now well-established metaphor, have been misled by false teaching and will fall with their religious leaders.
F. Solomon’s understanding heart. Solomon was honest with himself, in that he was willing to seek the needs of the people above his own. He humbly admitted his weakness and need to have GREATER UNDERSTANDING for the purpose of governing the people of God with Godly wisdom. The Lord found such delight in this heart of young Solomon.  He did not selfishly ask for things that were beneficial to him, e.g., long life, wealth, or even the death of his enemies.
1 Kings 3:1–15 (NKJV) 3…Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David, except that he sacrificed and burned incense at the high places. 4Now the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place: Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask! What shall I give you?” 6And Solomon said: “You have shown great mercy to Your servant David my father, because he walked before You in truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with You; You have continued this great kindness for him, and You have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 7Now, O Lord my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my father David, but I am a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a great people, too numerous to be numbered or counted. 9Therefore give to Your servant an UNDERSTANDING HEART to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?” 10The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. 11Then God said to him: “Because you have asked this thing, and have not asked long life for yourself, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself UNDERSTANDING to discern justice, 12behold, I have done according to your words; see, I have given you a WISE and UNDERSTANDING HEART, so that there has not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you. 13And I have also given you what you have not asked: both riches and honor, so that there shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your days. 14So if you walk in My ways, to keep My statutes and My commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”
G. The Hebrew phrase used here, lev shomea’, literally means “hearing heart”; lev means “inner person,” “mind,” “will,” or “heart,” while shomea’ means “hearing” or sometimes it is even translated “observant.” The heart was considered the organ of comprehension in ancient Near Eastern physiology. The Akkadian word uznu (meaning “ear”) served as a figure of speech or idiom that referred to wisdom. In Egypt, wisdom and understanding was achieved through a “hearing heart.” The Old Testament reflects the belief that wisdom was attained through hearing.

H. This is a beautiful truth in scripture. HONESTY meets the SUPERNATURAL. The RESULTS are only what God could have given to a man. He granted Solomon more than what he asked for. Because Solomon asked for the right thing he got everything! He also handled the crucial affairs of life in a fair manner. The abilities that God gave Solomon were truly exceptional.

Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) 33But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 

Luke 18:29–30 (NLT) 29“Yes,” Jesus replied, “and I assure you that everyone who has given up house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the Kingdom of God, 30will be repaid many times over in this life, and will have eternal life in the world to come.” 


He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose. Jim Elliot
Our Lord calls for a continued application of the mind to His Word. A disciple does not dabble in learning. He makes the pursuit of an UNDERSTANDING of God’s Word a chief business of his life.
R. C. Sproul 
I. In the fall of 2015, I asked The Gathering to pray this prayer: Father, I pray for ________________, that in the Fall of 2017, You would begin to take my friend, your servant, on the  greatest journey of their life. Father, You have taken all of your great servants before them on this same journey. I ask YOU to do this for Your glory! I pray they would embrace this journey with wholeheartedness. I pray for their understanding to rise from this day forward. Father, may they realize  that the generation that is alive today may be the generation that is living at the end of the age. There is an assignment that has been placed on that generation. Father, let your people walk in understanding! Show them how high the stakes are in the Kingdom of God. - Pastor Gene  
J.  The most important subject is God. He is the most important object of understanding (Isaiah 43:10; Jeremiah 9:24), but in an intellectual sense He is beyond a person's understanding (Isaiah 40:28).

Isaiah 43:10 (NKJV) 10“You are My witnesses,” says the Lord, “And My servant whom I have chosen, That you may know and believe Me, And understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, Nor shall there be after Me. 
Jeremiah 9:24 (NIV) 24but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they have the understanding to know me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the Lord. 
Isaiah 40:28 (NKJV) 28Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the Lord, The Creator of the ends of the earth, Neither faints nor is weary. His understanding is unsearchable.
K. Critical areas of new UNDERSTANDING the American church must embrace:
1. Understanding Freedom or Deliverance.
2. Understanding Authority of the Believer.
3. Understanding Giving (God’s Financial Plan).
4. Understanding Faith (God kind of Faith).
5. Understanding Words (They bring life or death).
6. Understanding the Gifts (Supernatural Power).
7. Understanding Biblical Prophecy (the importance Paul placed on this gift)

8. Understanding Covenant (old covenant versus new covenant)

9. Understanding Prayer (intercession, supplication, prayer of agreement, etc.)

10. Understanding Healing (supernatural power)

11. Understanding Love (receiving a revelation of His love so we can love greater)

12. Understanding God’s calendar (God’s calendar vs. man’s calendar)

IV.     Three Thoughts

1. Understanding is not an option!

1 Corinthians 2:12–14 (ESV) 12Now we (Christians) have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 14The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 
2. Understanding brings the blessings of the Lord!

Matthew 13:23 (ESV 23…the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

3. Understanding brings freedom!

Proverbs 2:11 (ESV) 11…understanding will guard you, 12delivering you from the way of evil…
V. Closing Thoughts
Psalm 73:16 (ESV) 16But when I thought how to understand this, it seemed to me a wearisome task, 

Daniel 10:12 (ESV) 12Then he (Michael) said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand and humbled yourself before your God, your words have been heard, and I have come because of your words (Intercession). 
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