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THE GATHERING- Pastor Gene Wolfenbarger

SERIES: Understanding Authority - Session 4

___________________________________________________________________________________________

I. DEFINITION:
AUTHORITY is NOTHING MORE THAN_______________________________________!

Luke 9:1 (ESV) And he called the twelve (the Apostles) together and gave them power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, (Matthew 10:1 says, “to heal every disease and every affliction”)

Luke 10:17–19 (ESV) (The disciples) seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!” 18And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power (the ability) of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt (harm) you. 

II. OUTLINE

A. The Importance of an Understanding Heart

B. Understanding Authority

C. Our Divine Partnership with the KING of kings.

D. Your Spiritual Authority

E. Understanding the Garden

F. Understanding the Covenant that was Broken and Repaired

G. Understanding our New Covenant Authority
H. Ten Spiritual Truths Concerning our Authority

III. THE IMPORTANCE OF AN UNDERSTANDING HEART

Proverbs 2:11 (ESV) 11…understanding will guard you, 12delivering you from the way of evil…
IV. UNDERSTANDING AUTHORITY 
A. All authority originates with God and all of it comes directly from God. Because God is good, all authority in its origin is good. Since God wanted to extend and multiply His blessings exponentially throughout the human race, He immediately began to delegate authority to others. As authority is delegated to mankind, many kinds of problems emerge because men are sinful, selfish and often abusive. This has twisted the original purpose of authority. 
B. The difference between human and divine authority: 

1. Divine: Direct spiritual authority from Heaven. (perfect)

2. Human: Indirect delegated authority on earth. (imperfect)

C. Delegated human authority falls into four basic categories: Family, Employment, Government and Church

D. Whenever we are under someone else’s authority, we should respect his position because God has allowed him to be there for the time being. Whenever we are in a position of authority, we should maintain humility and the fear of God, because we will ultimately have to give God an account for our use of that authority. 
Romans 13:1–2 (AMP) 1LET EVERY person be loyally subject to the governing (civil) authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist do so by God’s appointment. 2Therefore he who resists and sets himself up against the authorities resists what God has appointed and arranged [in divine order]

The Rule: Respect Authority, Receive Blessing.

As respect goes upward, blessing comes downward.
V. OUR DIVINE PARTNERSHIP with the KING of kings:

Ephesians 2:6 (NKJV) 6 (The Father) …and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 

Romans 6:5 (NKJV) 5For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 
VI. YOUR SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY IS BASED ON OUR KING’S COMPLETED VICTORY

Colossians 2:15 (NIV) 15And (Jesus) having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross (His Death and Resurrection). 

1 John 3:8 (NKJV) 8… For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 
VII. UNDERSTANDING THE GARDEN

Genesis 1:26–28 (NKJV) 26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness; let them have dominion…over all the earth…28Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion … over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
Psalm 115:16 (NIV) 16The highest heavens belong to the Lord, but the earth he has given to mankind. 

Psalm 8:4–6 (NLT) 4what are mere mortals that you should think about them, human beings that you should care for them? 5Yet you made them only a little lower than God and crowned them with glory and honor. 
6You gave them charge of everything you made, putting all things under their authority— 

VIII. UNDERSTANDING THE COVENANT THAT WAS BROKEN AND REPAIRED

A. To understand the authority you carry as a believer, you need to understand biblical covenant. Covenant is  a bond between two parties. A binding agreement. Sometimes it is even a blood covenant!  It was not the will of God for him to give his authority away! 

1. Adam releases the authority and the covenant is broken.
Genesis 3:6–7 (ESV) … (Eve) she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband (Adam) who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked…

Hosea 6:7 (ESV) But like Adam they (Israel) transgressed the covenant…

2.  The Curse of the Law (Dt.  28:15-61) is a three-fold curse:

· poverty

· sickness 

· spiritual death. 

IX. UNDERSTANDING OUR NEW COVENANT AUTHORITY

1. Jesus completely restores the authority and renews the old covenant with a new covenant. Just as physical birth is the legal entry into earth, the spiritual birth through Jesus Christ is the only legal way into heaven.  
Hebrews 8:6 (NLT) 6But now Jesus, our High Priest… for he is the one who mediates for us a far better covenant with God, based on better promises.
Jeremiah 31:31–33 (NIV) 31“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the Lord. 33“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the Lord. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 
X. TEN SPIRITUAL TRUTHS CONCERNING OUR AUTHORITY

1. Law One: Walking in spiritual authority is for all believers.

A. Two of the biggest lies the enemy will tell you:

1) That is for others and not me.

2) That was for the early disciples a long time ago.
Ephesians 1:3 (ESV) 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.
B. In Christ, all spiritual blessings belong to us. Authority belongs to us whether we realize it or not. But just knowing isn’t enough. It is knowledge acted upon that brings results. You can have the right to vote but if you never act upon your right to vote, you did not make use of your privilege. If you have been told all your life that God is mad at you, then you operate from defeat and not victory the rest of your life and it is going to be hard to win the next battle! What would happen if we understood who we are and what we possess?

John 8:32 (ESV) and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

Hosea 4:6 (ESV) My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge…

2. Law Two: Your spiritual authority gives you unlimited power.
A. The story is told that Charles Capps went to Creflo Dollar’s office one day. He sees the sign on his desk that says, “God is in CONTROL”. Charles Capps said to Creflo Dollar, “That is not altogether true.” If God was in control look at all the things we could blame on God: War, sickness, murder, heartache and starvation. We are in control and the earth is suffering because we are not subduing the earth by force and living under the realization that the Kingdom of God is NOW!

Paul’s Prayer: Ephesians 1:19-20 (ESV) 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might, 20that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places. 
Ephesians 3:20 (NLT) 20Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. 

1 John 4:4 (ESV) Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.

Ephesians 1:21 (ESV) far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.

3. Law Three: The earth controls the heavens.
A. We usually want somebody else to do what we are supposed to do. Spiritual babies will also be with us and we should carry them on our faith, but there must be enough mature believers to look after the babies. We cannot leave everything to the pastor. Conditions exist because we permit them.

Matthew 16:19 (ESV) 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind (declare to be improper and unlawful) on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose (declare lawful) on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

Another Translation: “Whatsoever things ye refuse to be permitted on earth will be refused to be permitted in heaven.” Exercise your authority!  

B. Ignorance is no excuse.
4. Law Four: You have already been raised up with Christ.
Ephesians 2:5–6 (ESV) 5even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
A. Jesus is the head and we are the body. How much authority can your body have on this earth without your head? When Christ ascended, He transferred His authority to the church. He is the head of the church, and believers make up the body. 

B. Jesus and His authority has to be perpetuated through His body, which is on the earth. (Throughout Ephesians and elsewhere in the epistles, Paul uses the human body as an illustration of the body of Christ.) Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father—the place of authority—and we’re seated with Him. If you know anything about history, you know that to sit at the right hand of the king or pope means authority. We died with Christ, and we were raised with Him.   This is not something he is going to do in the future. It is done!

C.  Authority of the believer cannot only be understood with intellect; you must get the spiritual revelation of it. You must believe it by faith. (Your head cannot exercise any authority anywhere except through your body.)  In the mind of God, when Jesus was raised from the dead, we were raised from the dead! Notice that the head (Christ) and the body (the church) were raised together. Furthermore, this authority was conferred not only upon the head, but also upon the body, because the head and the body are one.
D. If the church ever gets the revelation that we are the body of Christ, we’ll rise up and do the works of Christ! Until now, we have been limited. The authority that belongs to Christ also belongs to individual members of the body of Christ and is available to us!  We are the BODY! THE SOURCE OF THIS AUTHORITY IS IN THE RESSURECTION!
1 Corinthians 12:12–14 (ESV) 12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 14For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 

1 Corinthians 12:27 (ESV) 27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.

1 Corinthians 6:17 (ESV) 17But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.

E. Kenneth Hagin states, “We are one with Christ. We are Christ! We are seated at the right hand of the Majesty on High. All things have been put under our feet. The trouble with us is that we’ve only preached a “cross” religion, and we need to preach a “throne” religion. By that, I mean that people  thought they were supposed to remain at the cross. Some have received the baptism in the Holy Spirit, have backed up to the cross, and have stayed there. In one sense, the cross is actually a place of defeat, whereas the Resurrection is a place of triumph. When you preach the cross, you’re preaching death, and you leave people in death. We died all right, but we’re raised with Christ. We’re seated with Him.”
F. The feet are members of the body. Feet aren’t members of the head.

Ephesians 1:22–23 (NKJV) 22And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 
John A. MacMillan “How wonderful to know that the least members of the body of Christ—those who are the very soles of the feet, the little toenail, or the little toe—are far above the mighty forces we have been considering.
Isaiah 14:16 (ESV) Those who see you will stare at you and ponder over you: ‘Is this the man who made the earth tremble, who shook kingdoms,
5. Law Five: You must Exercise Your Own Spiritual Authority. 
A. Kenneth Hagin also states, “Not one single time in the New Testament is the Church ever told to pray that God the Father or Jesus would do anything against the devil. In fact, to do so is to waste your time. The believer is told to do something about the devil. The reason is because you have the authority to do it. The Church is not to pray to God the Father about the devil; the Church is to exercise the authority that belongs to it.” 

James 4:7 (ESV) Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

B. If we will resist the devil, he will flee from us. The Bible doesn’t say, “Get somebody else to resist the devil for you.” It says we are to resist the devil. Too many of us sit idly by, waiting for Jesus to do something when we are the ones who are to resist the devil. Why? Because we have the authority! 

· Exercising authority over others 
· Exercising authority over young christians

· Exercising authority in your family 

6. Law Six: You are expected to do what He did!

John 14:12–14 (ESV) 12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.

Ephesians 2:5–10 (ESV) 8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

1 John 4:17 (ESV) …because as he is so also are we in this world.

7. Law Seven: You are to reign in this life!

Romans 5:17 (ESV) 17For if, because of one man’s (Adam) trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness 

reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.

A. God’s plan is for you to rule and reign in this life over everything!  
B. How do we reign? Through his authority! Not our power but his power. The devil will steal forever if you allow it! What has been stolen from YOU? Make him STOP! We must grasp this revelation! Several translations, including The Amplified Bible, say “reign as kings in life.” Are we just going to reign when we get to Heaven? No! Whatever the king said was law; he was the last authority. 

C. The secret of reigning in life lies with not trying to achieve more but to RECEIVE everything that Jesus has accomplished for us on the cross. You cannot earn God’s blessings by your performance. God’s blessings are based entirely on His grace. His blessings over your life have to be undeserved, unearned and unmerited.  That’s why we call what Jesus did on the cross His “finished work”! He finished it. He completed it. It is DONE!
8. Law Eight: Your enemy has been dethroned!

Ephesians 6:12 (ESV) 12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.

Colossians 2:15 (ESV) He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.

A. Satan has no right to rule us or dominate us. The average Christian has more faith in Satan’s authority and power than in God’s authority.  We are in the world but not of the world!

Colossians 1:13 (ESV) 13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,
B. Kenneth Hagin states, “We must base our faith on what the Word says. Some people base their faith on a manifestation and not the Bible. They operate outside faith with their senses. If they get certain manifestations, they think the devil’s gone. But he isn’t gone just because you get a manifestation. He’s still there, and you need to know that and exercise your authority. When circumstances don’t change immediately, some people become discouraged and slip back into the natural. They start talking unbelief and they defeat themselves. They give the devil dominion over them.” 

Smith Wigglesworth, “I’m not moved by what I see. I’m not moved by what I feel. I’m moved only by what I believe.” So stand your ground.
C. The word “disarmed” means to remove from a throne or place of power or prominence. Satan and all his demons have been removed from their place of power. The reason so many Christians have problems with the devil is because they’re always trying to defeat him in their own strength. They want to declare war on the devil because they’re not mature—they don’t have the wisdom Paul talks about. When you have the wisdom of God, you know Satan and his demons are already defeated. War was already declared and Jesus won the victory!  

9. Law Nine: Learn What Your Rights Are.
A. As long as Satan can keep you in unbelief or hold you in the arena of reason, he’ll whip you in every battle. But if you’ll hold him in the arena of faith and the Spirit, you’ll whip him every time. He won’t argue with you about the name of Jesus—he’s afraid of that name. I have found that the most effective way to pray can be when you demand your rights. That’s the way I pray: “I demand my rights!” Peter at the Gate Beautiful did not pray for the lame man; he demanded that he be healed (Acts 3:6). You’re not demanding of God when you demand your rights; you’re demanding of the devil. The Greek word in John 14 here is “demand,” not “ask.”  On the other hand, John 16:23–24 is talking about prayer: 

John 14:13–14 (ESV) 13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you ask (even to the Point of DEMANDING) me anything in my name, I will do it.

John 16:23 (ESV) In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you.
10. Law Ten: Your Authority is now! 

A. Our trouble is that we refer to everything to the future! Most church people believe we will exercise our spiritual authority sometime in the Millennium. There won’t be any need to exercise authority then. Satan will be bound during the millennial age. It’s now, when there is something that will hurt and destroy, that we have authority. But many people believe we can’t have much of anything now. They believe Satan is running everything down here. 

B. We must remember, however, that although we are in the world, we are not of the world. Satan is running a lot of what is here on earth, but he’s not running me. He’s not running the Church. He’s not dominating us. We can dominate him. We have authority over him! Does the Church in this century have less authority than it did right after Jesus’ death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and seating at the Father’s right hand of the Father! STOP where we STARTED!
Luke 10:19 (ESV) 19Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power (the ability) of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt (harm) you. 
Matthew 28:18–19 (ESV) 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples…
NOTES:
___________________________________________________________________________________________
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