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THE GATHERING- Pastor Gene Wolfenbarger

SERIES: Understanding Authority - Session 3

___________________________________________________________________________________________

I. DEFINITION:
Authority is nothing more than _______________________________________!

Luke 9:1 (ESV) And he called the twelve (the Apostles) together and gave them power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, (Matthew 10:1 says, “to heal every disease and every affliction”)

Luke 10:17–19 (ESV) (The disciples) seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!” 18And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power (the ability) of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt (harm) you. 

II. OUTLINE

A. The Importance of an Understanding Heart

B. Understanding Authority

C. Our Divine Partnership with the KING of kings.

D. Your Spiritual Authority

E. Understanding the Garden

F. Understanding the Covenant that was Broken and Repaired

G. Understanding our New Covenant Authority

H. Ten Spiritual Truths Concerning our Authority

III. THE IMPORTANCE OF AN UNDERSTANDING HEART

Proverbs 2:11 (ESV) 11…understanding will guard you, 12delivering you from the way of evil…
IV. UNDERSTANDING AUTHORITY 
A. All authority originates with God and all of it comes directly from God. Because God is good, all authority in its origin is good. Since God wanted to extend and multiply His blessings exponentially throughout the human race, He immediately began to delegate authority to others. As authority is delegated to mankind, many kinds of problems emerge because men are sinful, selfish and often abusive. This has twisted the original purpose of authority. 
B. The difference between human and divine authority: 

1. Divine: Direct spiritual authority from Heaven. (Perfect)
2. Human: Indirect delegated authority on earth. (Imperfect)
C. Delegated human authority on earth falls into four basic categories: 

1.  Family, Employment, Government and Church

D. Whenever we are under someone else’s authority, we should respect his position because God has allowed him to be there for the time being. Whenever we are in a position of authority, we should maintain humility and the fear of God, because we will ultimately have to give God an account for our use of that authority. 
Romans 13:1–2 (AMP) 1LET EVERY person be loyally subject to the governing (civil) authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist do so by God’s appointment. 2Therefore he who resists and sets himself up against the authorities resists what God has appointed and arranged [in divine order]…
                   The Rule: Respect Authority, Receive Blessing.

As respect goes upward, blessing comes downward.
V. OUR DIVINE PARTNERSHIP with the KING of kings:

Ephesians 2:6 (NKJV) 6 (The Father) …and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 

Romans 6:5 (NKJV) 5For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 

VI. YOUR SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY is BASED ON OUR KING’S COMPLETED VICTORY

Colossians 2:15 (NIV) 15And (Jesus) having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross (His Death and Resurrection). 

1 John 3:8 (NKJV) 8… For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 

VII. UNDERSTANDING the GARDEN

Genesis 1:26–28 (NKJV) 26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness; let them have dominion…over all the earth…28Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion … over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
Psalm 115:16 (NIV) 16The highest heavens belong to the Lord, but the earth he has given to mankind. 

Psalm 8:4–6 (NLT) 4what are mere mortals that you should think about them, human beings that you should care for them? 5Yet you made them only a little lower than God and crowned them with glory and honor. 
6You gave them charge of everything you made, putting all things under their authority— 

VIII. UNDERSTANDING the COVENANT that was BROKEN and REPAIRED
A. Adam was made in the image of God and so are YOU! Humans enjoy a unique relationship with God. Our image. This defined man’s unique relation to God. In his rational life, he was like God in that he could reason and had intellect, will, and emotion. In the moral sense, he was like God because he was good and sinless. Man only began to have life the moment that the BREATH of GOD was breathed into man. The Bible says God breathed into the man’s nostrils and God’s breath was never imparted to other animals; only humans are formed in God’s image (1:27) and enjoy dialogue with their Creator (2:16–17; 3:8–13). They alone have spiritual awareness and moral conscience.

Genesis 1:26 (AMP) 26God said, Let Us [Father, Son, and Holy Spirit] make mankind in Our image, after Our likeness…

Genesis 2:7 (AMP) 7Then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath or spirit of life, and man became a living being (Creature).

Psalm 82:6 (ESV) 6I said, “You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you; 

B. We will grow in grace when we get the REVELATION and FULL UNDERSTANDING that the grace of God is nothing more than God’s willingness to use His power on our behalf!  God basically told Adam,  “If the world gets out of alignment, put it back into alignment.” You were not BORN to be ordinary!
1. You were born to live in the supernatural!

2. You were born to have dominion over this earth!

3. You were born for unmerited favor and authority.
4. Only religion will tell you, “You don’t deserve this authority.”

Genesis 1:28 (AMP) and subdue it [using all its vast resources in the service of God and man]

Genesis 1:26 (NLT)… They will reign over…

C. I love the illustration of the power company: GOD SUPPLIES THE POWER. IT IS OUR JOB TO MAKE USE OF THE POWER! The electric company does not come to our house every time you want to turn on the switch! If you want one room dark and another light we have the power to make it happen by flipping the switch. You have been authorized to flip the switch! You can only turn ON what has been PROVIDED! You see God has supplied the power but we must flip the switch and we must learn to walk in our authority. God has already supplied everything we have ever needed. Wherever it is dark: Our finances, relationships, emotional healing, spiritual healing or even physical healing is all available to us because of the finished work of the cross.
Psalm 115:16 (ESV) 16The heavens are the Lord’s heavens, but the earth he has given to the children of man. 

D. Adam was to use his authority in all matters and so are you!

Genesis 3:1–6 (ESV) 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He (Satan) said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”…4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 
1. Why did Satan pursue Eve? Answer: He had been watching Adam exercise his authority.

2. Why did Adam not exercise his authority? Answer: We do not know why he did not. The better question: Why do we not exercise ours?

3. Why did God not step in? Answer: If God would have saved the day, He would have lied and that is impossible for God. HE could not because he would violate the integrity of his spoken word. He cannot go back on His Word. God wants you well but he will not violate HIS word to heal you! God wants you to prosper but he will never violate his word. God held Adam accountable! When you understand your biblical authority, the only person it holds accountable is you. If you have been around any length of time, you frequently hear people blaming the devil for this or that.   Never forget this, “religion always blames the devil!”

Psalm 89:34 (ESV) I will not violate my covenant or alter the word that went forth from my lips. 

· When the doctor spoke

· When the bills are not paid

· When loneliness and depression takes over in your mind

· When the enemy begins to talk

· Authority is the right to command

E. WORDS ARE THE MOST POWERFUL THINGS IN THE UNIVERSE: Many people have been held captive in their circumstances by their own words. The absence of God’s Word in your life will rob you of faith in His ability. 
F. RECEIVE FROM GOD: Put yourself in a position to receive God’s best for you by speaking His Word. God’s creative power is still just as it was in the beginning of time, when He stood there and said, “Light — be,” and light was. His Word spoken from your mouth and conceived in your heart becomes a spiritual force releasing His ability within you. 
G. CREATIVE POWER IN YOU: Man was created in the image of God and His likeness. Learn to speak His faith-filled words to your situation and see your life transformed. Allow God’s creative power to flow from you. I have told my people they can have what they say, but my people are saying what they have.   
H. TO UNDERSTAND AUTHORITY OF THE BELIEVER, YOU MUST UNDERSTAND BIBLICAL COVENANT. Covenant is nothing more than a bond between two parties, a binding agreement or a blood covenant. (Adam lost what God gave him) it was NOT the WILL of God for him to give his AUTHORITY AWAY! Charles Capps does an excellent job explaining the covenant that was broken and how it was repaired by Jesus.

1. First Fact: Adam Releases the Authority and the Covenant is Broken (Conditional)
Genesis 3:6–7 (ESV) … (Eve) she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband (Adam) WHO WAS WITH HER, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked…

John MacArthur: The fall of mankind in the Garden of Eden was by far the saddest event in history. All problems, personal and environmental, all that is wrong, evil, immoral, incomplete, all that is decaying, all that is inferior, all failure, all disappointment, all weakness, all sadness, all sorrow, all pain, all disillusionment, all trouble, all discomfort, all remorse, all regret, all conflict, all hate, all jealousy, all envy, all bitterness, all vengeance, all fear, all crime, all selfishness, all confusion, all lies, all deception, all error, all intimidation, all manipulation, all deviation, all distortion, everything that fails to be as perfect as God is came from this one event. This then is a monumental event. It truly defines life in our universe. It is the reason for all imperfection and death.
Hosea 6:7 (ESV) But like Adam they (Israel) transgressed the covenant…
2. When the Covenant was broken: The Curse of the Law (Dt.  28:15-61) which is a three-fold curse,  consisting of the following: 

· poverty
· sickness 
· spiritual death 

3. Jerry Savelle: “Sickness and disease were never part of God’s plan for mankind.” When He created the garden and placed Adam in it, life was perfect just as God planned it to be; there was no sickness or disease. But because Adam sinned and opened the door to the devil, mankind was subjugated to all that was part of the curse. Until, that is, Jesus broke the power of the curse when He died on the Cross and rose again, destroying all the power of the devil. This is good news, because sickness and disease no longer have a right to be in your body. Just as sickness and disease had no right to come on Jesus’ physical body when He walked on the earth, so it has no right to come on your body today. However, the devil will attempt to bring the curse upon your life and he will push you as far as you will allow him to do. He will stay as long as you let him. The devil will not leave you voluntarily—you must evict him from your life! It will be necessary that you tenaciously voice your rights as a child of God, enforce God’s Word against him, and use your faith and the authority Jesus has given you to cast the devil out. Then, speak to that sickness and disease and command it in the name of Jesus to leave. Jesus paid the price for you to live in freedom from sickness and disease. So, stand firm, speak God’s Word, and enjoy the fullness of your redemption from the curse.

Galatians 3:13 (ESV) Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”—
4. Second Fact: Abraham begins to regain the authority and repair the broken covenant! 

But when Adam bowed his knee to Satan, he shut God out. God found Himself on the outside looking in. His man, Adam, had lost his authority. Satan had come in illegally and was lording it over the earth. He had become the god of the world system, and the world was becoming desperately wicked. 
Genesis 17: 6,7 (ESV) 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7And I (God) will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring (your seed) after you…

5. God needed access back so He found a man! It was an act of the God-kind of faith that caused this willingness to sacrifice his son.  God established a blood covenant with Abram in chapter 15. Blood covenants are established in every nation in the world today, even in the most remote parts of the earth. Blood covenants originally came from God. A blood covenant is the strongest covenant.  He was now looking from the outside in. God is now on His way back!
6. If someone makes a blood covenant with you, it literally means that what they have is yours and what you have is theirs - even your life if the other one has need of it.   God is establishing some legal entry into the earth, and He is giving Abraham access to Himself. Through that Covenant Abraham can draw help from God, draw wisdom from God, and draw an anointing from God in the earth so that the Devil's works can be destroyed.   Notice God said, "I've established my covenant between me and thee." In other words, "The Covenant is standing between me and you. If anyone gets to me or to you, they're going to have to deal with this Covenant.   

7. The Covenant had to be proven: This Covenant was so strong that God had to prove it to be valid. He had to prove that Abraham was capable of performing his part. God knew Satan would challenge it if it were not proven before the whole universe. Certainly, God was able and willing to perform His part, but the universe had to know that Abraham could and would perform his part. If Abraham failed, the Covenant would be void. The promised son, Isaac, had been born to Abraham and Sarah. Abraham was receiving the benefits of the Covenant and everything was going great. 

8. A strange request from God.   

Genesis 22:1–3 (ESV) 1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”

9. God was saying, "I'm going to prove the covenant I made with Abraham is legal. I'm going to prove once and for all that Abraham will keep My covenant."  He demanded that Abraham sacrifice his only son. God didn't ask Abraham for his own life. He asked for his only son (the one God said would be heir to all, and through him would His seed be. Actually, the seed God is talking about is Jesus.) God said, "I have sworn by Myself because you have done this thing."   Can you imagine How Abraham felt? He felt nothing! Faith is not a FEELING! If he was operating on feelings he would have never taken his son! How do we know this, because as they made their way up the mountain, he took wood,  fire, a knife, then Isaac asked, "Where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" (v. 7.) Abraham spoke one of the most prophetic statements ever made when he answered Isaac. My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering (v. 8.) That was exactly what God was about to do: provide Himself - God manifested in the flesh, Jesus - to be the sacrifice forever! In obedience, Abraham bound his son and laid him on the altar.   

Genesis 22:8 (ESV) 8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”

10. Abraham performed his part very well. God called it done; and in the Supreme Court of the Universe, it is written as done: that Abraham gave his son. (Heb. 11:17-19.) It was a legal document that actually stands as a witness to Satan and all the demons of hell that Abraham gave his son! God has proven that document to be legal. The blood covenant God made with Abraham was valid and will stand forever! Now - God could give His Son for the world! Abraham's obedience in offering his son made it possible for God to offer His Son, Jesus, as the Eternal Sacrifice for eternal redemption. This staggers the imagination. 
What if Abraham had not validated that covenant?
What if he had said, "I will give anything except my only son"? 

If Abraham had not given Isaac, God could not have given Jesus!
11. In Genesis 22:17 God said to Abraham, your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, Let me remind you that Jesus said to Peter, "I will build My Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." Jesus said, "I'm going to build My Church!' Man has tried to build it all these years, but has failed. Jesus said, "I'll build My Church." God is in the process, through Jesus Christ of Nazareth, of building the Church today! You're going to see the greatest Church the world has ever known.  

Genesis 22:17 (ESV) 17…your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 

Matthew 16:18 (NIV) 18And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 
IX. UNDERSTANDING OUR NEW COVENANT AUTHORITY!

1. Third Fact: Jesus completely restores the authority and renews the Old Covenant with a New Covenant.  Just as physical birth is the legal entry into earth, the spiritual birth through Jesus Christ is the only legal way into heaven.  
Hebrews 10:12–13 (ESV) 12But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet.

Hebrews 8:6 (NLT) 6But now Jesus, our High Priest… for he is the one who mediates for us a far better covenant with God, based on better promises.
2. Question: "What is the New Covenant?" Answer: The new covenant is spoken about first in the book of Jeremiah. The old covenant that God had established with His people required obedience to the Old Testament Mosaic law. Because the wages of sin is death, the law required that people perform rituals and sacrifices in order to please God and remain in His grace. The prophet Jeremiah predicted that there would be a time when God would make a new covenant with the nation of Israel.
Jeremiah 31:31–33 (NIV) 31“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the Lord. 33“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the Lord. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 
3. Jesus Christ came to fulfill the law of Moses and create a new covenant between God and His people. The old covenant was written in stone, but the new covenant is written on our hearts, made possible only by faith in Christ, who shed His own blood to atone for the sins of the world.

Matthew 5:17 (NIV) 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 

Luke 22:20 (NIV) 20In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 
4. Now that we are under the new covenant, we are not under the penalty of the law. We are now given the opportunity to receive salvation as a free gift. Through the life-giving Holy Spirit who lives in all believers, we can now share in the inheritance of Christ and enjoy a permanent, unbroken relationship with the Father and operate from a place of spiritual authority.
___________________________________________________________________________________________
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