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THE GATHERING- Pastor Gene Wolfenbarger 

Series—The Kingdom of God - Session 5

_________________________________________________________________________

Session 5: Understanding Your Place and Position in the Kingdom of God 
I. OVERVIEW 
Session 1: Why study the Kingdom of God?

Session 2: The original purpose of the Kingdom of God

Session 3: The priority of the Kingdom of God

Session 4: The power of the Kingdom of God

Session 5: Understanding your position in the Kingdom of God

II. DEFINITION and FACTS 
DEFINITION:  The rule of God. It is God’s reign and it is God in ACTION!
III. REVIEW of SESSIONS One, Two, Three and Four:
1. Two Ages: God’s reign manifests itself both in the future and in the present and thereby creates both a future realm and a present realm in which men may experience the blessings of His reign. They are not the same: This age is evil; The age to come will witness the fullness of God’s Kingdom and the perfection of His reign. This world does not end in a day: We see the transition from this age to the age to come will not occur in a single great event at the Coming of Christ. We have found that the age to come will be introduced by the resurrection of the dead and the destruction of the god of this age. The fullness of The Kingdom of God is in the age to come: Only in the age to come beyond the Millennium is the prayer finally answered: “Thy Kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
Matthew 12:32 (ESV) 32And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come

Matthew 6:10 (NKJV) 10Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 
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2. Tony Evans states: “The reason so many of us as believers are struggling is that we want God to bless our agenda rather than fulfilling His agenda.” 
3. Man’s Original Purpose: The origin of the first kingdom: Simply stated, the Bible is about the rise and fall of the earth and finally God’s Kingdom on earth. It tells the story of a kingdom established, a kingdom lost, and a kingdom regained. The first two chapters of the book of Genesis describe the establishment of God’s earthly kingdom under the rulership of Adam and Eve, who God created in His own image and to whom He then gave dominion. 
Genesis 1:26–27 (ESV) 26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion.  (רָדָה radah means to rule) over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

IV. PUTTING GOD FIRST: To live your life to its fullest, and to experience all that God has created you to do, God and His kingdom must be first in your life. God is not to be one among many. The problem in most of our lives today is that God is merely in the vicinity, not in the center. 
1. There are many good, Bible believing Christians that are just not putting God first.  When the God you acknowledge is not treated as God, you do not experience the benefits of Him and His kingdom.

2. The second half of Matthew 6:33 promises that when you put God and His kingdom first, then “all these things” will be given to you. These things are the necessities of life that Jesus spoke about in Matthew 6: 25-32. When you prioritize the kingdom, God takes care of your needs.
Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) But seek first the kingdom of God…and all these things shall be added to you. 

Myles Munroe stated. “If we miss His true priority for our life, 

we will miss the true purpose for our life.”
V. FOUR  STATEMENTS FROM MYLES MUNROE

1. The Greatest TRAGEDY in life is not death, but a life without PURPOSE!

2. The Greatest CHALLENGE in life is KNOWING what to DO!

3. The Greatest MISTAKE in life is being BUSY, but not being EFFECTIVE!

4. The Greatest FAILURE in life is being SUCCESSFUL in the WRONG ASSIGNMENT!

VI. THE POWER of the KINGDOM of GOD

1. Bill Johnson states it so well in his book, When Heaven Invades Earth: “It is abnormal for a Christian not to have an appetite for the impossible. It has been written into our spiritual DNA to hunger for the impossibilities around us to bow at the name of Jesus.” 

2. He states, “We were born to rule—rule over creation, over darkness—to plunder hell and establish the rule of Jesus wherever we go by preaching the gospel of the Kingdom. Kingdom means: King’s domain. In the original purpose of God, mankind ruled over creation.”
1 Corinthians 4:20 (NKJV) 20For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power. 
“If you want anything from God, you will have to pray into heaven. 

That is where it all is.  If you live in the earth realm and expect to receive from God, 

you will never get anything.”  Bill Johnson

“The Church has been negligent in one thing…

she has not prayed the power of God out of heaven.” Bill Johnson 
VII. CITIZENS have TRUE RIGHTS and PRIVILEGES  

1.  It is a blessed nation that is ruled by a benevolent king.  There are millions of people throughout time who have not had the privilege to live under such a king.  That is why we see so many fleeing their countries to make a better life for their families.

2.  Many are willing to sacrifice and risk their lives so that their family may be able to experience the freedom and prosperity here in America. (We should pray for the safety of those who try to escape poverty and tyranny to make a better life.) These people desire a better quality of life that comes with CITIZENSHIP.
3.  In a scriptural sense we carry dual citizenship: 1) On earth from the country of our birth.  2) And the citizenship the Apostle Paul talks about in scripture. For those of us who are believers, this citizenship is far greater than our earthly one. 
4. Our heavenly citizenship allows us to live life from a position of strength. The Kingdom of God is not affected by the stock market or economy. The power of Heaven works in our favor every single day because the King of Heaven is benevolent. 
Philippians 3:20 (NKJV) 20For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
5. Your heavenly citizenship is safeguarded by the atonement of Jesus Christ our Lord. Your citizenship is secure.  No exiles in Heaven. God has given us every weapon and tool we need to walk in the light and prosper in the Kingdom of God.  Over time our preference should be to become citizens that are walking in the light and not in the darkness of this earthly kingdom.

Colossians 1:10–14 (NKJV) 10that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us (transferred us ESV) into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. 
6. What does it mean to walk in the light? It  literally means “acting correctly” or “living openly.”
Isaiah 2:5 (ESV) 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

7. This word in the New Testament carries the meaning that the one walking in the light is showing “progress” in their walk with God. Walking in the light is related to spiritual growth as a citizen of Heaven. When we put it all together “walking in the light” means “growing in personal holiness and maturing in our faith as Jesus becomes the Lord of our life.”
1 John 1:7 (ESV) 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 

Ephesians 5:8 (ESV) 8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 
Matthew 5:16 (ESV) 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
VIII. MATTHEW’S PARABLE ON INHERITANCE:
Matthew 25:34–40 (NKJV) 34Then the King (Jesus) will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ 37“Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40And the King (Jesus) will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ 
1. Three Important Words: King, Kings and a Kingdom.  Although Jesus is the King, He is not our inheritance. Our inheritance is “the kingdom prepared for (us) since the foundation of the world. The gift that Jesus is giving to us is the Kingdom of God. We inherit the Kingdom and Jesus RULES the Kingdom. The Kingdom has been ours since the Garden of Eden.  Satan, however, deceived Adam and Eve and the Kingdom was lost until Jesus took it back.
2. Our inheritance is now ours by legal right. Adam and Eve lost our inheritance in the garden and forfeited the benefits, for themselves and all of us. Myles Munroe states it like this: “Suppose your father died while you were still a child, leaving you an inheritance of 10 million dollars and appointing me as trustee and executor. Even though the inheritance is yours, you cannot fully claim it until you reach the legal age of accession, or the age designated by your father in his will. As executor, I have the authority and responsibility to keep and administer the estate until the day arrives when it passes fully into your control. In the meantime, I stand between you and your inheritance, which makes me a mediator. Until you come of age, any benefits of your inheritance that you desire must come through me.”
3. Is it possible that the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ is preaching the WRONG MESSAGE? Matthew refers to the gospel as “the good news of the Kingdom”. We are carriers of the greatest news on this earth. We are commissioned by Jesus to proclaim this good news to everyone.

4. Myles Munroe states, “Jesus preached the gospel of the Kingdom of God. That is the only gospel He preached. Therefore, as far as we are concerned as believers and followers of Christ, the Gospel of the Kingdom of God is the only true gospel.”
5. What gospel did Jesus preach? In the book of John, a man sought out Jesus by night to ask him a question. His name was Nicodemus. He thought he was looking for a person but really he was looking for a Kingdom. He had been observing the power of God operating in Jesus’ life and his heart was moved to find out more about this Kingdom of which Jesus taught.
John 3:1–7 (ESV) 1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 
6. If we are not careful we will preach the gospel of Jesus Christ without preaching the Kingdom of God.  I am afraid that we have done so without realizing it. We do our people a disservice and the result is a 

church who only understands “forgiveness of sins” and nothing abut the kingdom of God. 
7. As the church, we must bring a message that is complete. The Kingdom of God is a lost message in our churches. We must endeavor to teach on the King, the kings and the kingdom.
8.  As well as preaching faith, gifts, prosperity and even miracles we must include the Kingdom of God. Satan will continue to sidetrack us.  He will turn our focus on things, although important, that are not what God taught as priority: the Kingdom of God. It is not just about escaping this world but it should be about changing our world. We must be world changers!
Matthew 6:33 (ESV) 33But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 

“Our problem is that we spend so much time telling people how to get into the Kingdom that we rarely teach them what to do once they get inside.” Myles Munroe
John 16:33 (ESV) 33I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 
1 John 5:4–5 (ESV) 4For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
Matthew 6:9–10 (ESV) 9Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
10Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

IX. SERVANT in the KINGDOM

1.  The Kingdom of God is set apart by the fact that every citizen is a KING. Their uniqueness lies in their individual gifting. This is why Jesus referred to the Kingdom as a place where there is a King of kings and Lord of lords.  In essence we are all serving our way into leadership.
Matthew 23:11 (NLT) 11The greatest among you must be a servant. 
2. The Kingdom of God has and will always operate on the foundation of “servant leadership.” Christ was the model for servant leadership.  Our hearts should reflect the heart of our Lord.
John 13:4–8 (NLT) 4So he (Jesus) got up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, 5and poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he had around him. 6When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what I am doing, but someday you will.” 8“No,” Peter protested, “you will never ever wash my feet!” Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t belong to me.” 

3. Our world is in spiritual decline and becoming darker every day.  Listening to the nightly news confirms the fact that there is uncertainty and continual instability on the earth. War, hunger, poverty, suicide bombings, terrorism and economic instability—point to a kingdom which is crumbling.
4. The Kingdom of God is eternal and unshakeable. Jesus inaugurated the Kingdom of God and not a religious institution or spiritual club. Jesus preached and taught the Kingdom of God. Unfortunately the church is preaching many things that do not come into clear alignment with the message of Jesus. 

Myles Munroe states: Jesus’ Mission Consisted of Five Specific Goals: 
· He came to reintroduce the Kingdom of God on earth to man. 
· He came to restore the righteousness and holiness of mankind. 
· He came to restore the Holy Spirit in man. 
· Jesus came to retrain mankind for Kingdom leadership. 
· He came to restore the Kingdom rulership of God on earth through mankind—to return administration of God’s Kingdom on earth to God’s earthly kings.

Hebrews 12:28 (NLT) 28Since we are receiving a Kingdom that is unshakable, let us be thankful and please God by worshiping him with holy fear and awe. 

5. Training is Vital: We are part of a royal family.  Many have gone before us and there will be many to follow us.  As royalty, we too, must submit to preparation and arduous training. Proper training is a must. D. Martin Lloyd Jones stated that “man promotes man in the Kingdom before God has trained and even prepared that man.” 
6. The Apostle Paul addresses the issue of re training the mind when writing to the church at Rome. To live a productive life we must learn to think like Jesus. We cannot allow this world to think for us. Myles Munroe states it like this, “Renewing our minds means returning to the original mind that we had before the Fall, a mind that loves and honors God and that understands its rightful place as a vice-regent of the earthly domain under God’s sovereign Kingdom rule.”
Romans 12:1–2 (NIV) 1Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

7. FINDING YOUR PLACE IS VITAL: When we were created to be God’s representatives or ambassadors over the entire created order. We were to be his priest/kings in the earth: as priests, we would represent God in his very nature and character, and as kings, His government in the earth. Through Jesus we are a “holy priesthood,” a “chosen people,” a “royal priesthood,” and a “holy nation.” Our mission was given to us in scripture. Bring those that are enslaved in the kingdom of darkness to Jesus.  He and He alone can set them free and give them full citizenship in the Kingdom of God.
1 Peter 2:9–10 (NIV) 9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

X. KINGS and PROPHETS IN THE KINGDOM
1. From Genesis to Revelation, scripture reveals God as the great and almighty King of heaven and earth.  His creation works His plan for this age and the age to come. It is time that we, too, come under this very important revelation. 

2. The kings and the prophets and even the Apostle understood this everlasting Kingdom that is so clearly described all throughout scripture. Our focus in recent years in the body of Christ has become so distracted to the degree that we focus more on the mindset of the “mega church” than we do the Kingdom of God. May we never forget man’s kingdom is temporary and only the Kingdom of God is eternal.
Exodus 19:6 (NKJV) 6And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel.” 
Psalm 22:28 (NKJV) 28For the kingdom is the Lord’s, And He rules over the nations. 
Psalm 45:6 (NKJV) 6Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. 
Daniel 2:44 (NKJV) 44And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 
3.  Because of Jesus we are always in good standing. He took our sins to the cross and gave us the rights that we as good citizens do not deserve but he qualified us for this status. Let’s claim these rights and these privileges. 
4. Along with these privileges he gave us the power to overcome, prosper, and live in freedom and greater joy. We are the image bearers of our Daddy!  We do not want to usurp our authority over each other but lovingly submit to the biblical offices of the church.  We are not to dominate each other, or to be dominated by the ruler of this world (Satan).  Walking in the knowledge of God and fully understanding our role in the Kingdom of God is the meaning of greatness.
Mark 10:45 (NKJV) 45For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 
NOTES:
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