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THE GATHERING, a House of Prayer - Pastor Gene Wolfenbarger
SERIES: The LORD’S PRAYER-Session 3
______________________________________________________________________________________

Session 3
 His Cause (Part 2 of 2)
I. THEME VERSE: The night of His betrayal. 
Matthew 26:40–41 (ESV)  40And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me ONE HOUR? 41Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
A. STUDY OUTLINE:
1. His Calling
2. His Sermon
3. His Words
4. His Prayer
A. His Cause (First set of 3 petitions)
B. Our Needs (Second set of 4 petitions)
C. His Power, His Honor and His Glory
B. TOOLS: “Prayer does not fit us for greater works; prayer is the greater work.” Oswald Chambers
See your life change in 40 days using these tools:

1. A willing heart (It begins with a desire which leads to a new discipline which turns to delight)
2. A Bible or access to online Bible (computer)

3. A journal (https://evernote.com) 

4. A prayer guide or list

5. A song list

6. A designated place 

7. A good coach (taught by the method that Jesus taught)
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II. HIS PRAYER: Theme verses for learning to pray an hour. We must be willing to examine the quality time we spend in prayer as sons and daughters in the Kingdom of God. The disciples were willing to learn the spiritual discipline of prayer. As we learn to pray the Lord’s Prayer and understand the fullest meaning of the prayer and the power of the prayer, we will no longer see or experience DELAY in our lives as children of  GOD. We must believe!
Luke 11:1–2 (ESV) 1Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2And he said to them, “When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. 
A. THE PRAYER
The Lord’s Prayer: Matthew 6:9–13 (NKJV) –- (7 petitions)
 9In this manner, therefore, pray: (ESV… “Pray then like this”)
His Cause: (First Set of 3 Petitions)
1. 9…Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.

2. 10Your kingdom come. 

3. 10…Your will be done On earth, as it is in heaven. 

Our Needs: (Second Set of 4 Petitions)
4. 11Give us this day our daily bread. 

5. 12And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

6. 13And do not lead us not into temptation, 

7. 13…But deliver us from the evil one. 

Doxology: His Glory

8. 13…For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
FIRST HIM:                                                         
1. Thy Name                                                     
2. Thy Kingdom                                               
3. Thy Will                                                       
SECOND US:

4. Give Us

5. Forgive Us

6. Lead Us

7. Deliver Us

III. HIS CAUSE First Petition: 9… Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.

IV. HIS CAUSE Second Petition: 10Your kingdom come… 
V. HIS CAUSE Third Petition: 10… Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

A. This is the Third Petition of the Lord’s Prayer: 10…your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. We need to be praying for the will of God to be done in FIVE AREAS of our lives. As you pray, you must declare that God's kingdom come and His will be done in these FIVE MAJOR AREAS: 

1. Yourself
2. Your family
3. Your church
4. Your friends
5. Your country
Ephesians 1:1–11 (ESV) 1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints who are in Ephesus and are faithful in Christ Jesus…4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will…9making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ …11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will. 

B. Jesus modeled this for us as He lived for His Father. The relationship that Jesus modeled on this planet so perfectly for us concerning our relationship to the Father must be seen in order for us to learn to walk in THE PERFECT WILL of GOD.
John 5:30 (ESV) 30“I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me. 

Luke 22:42 (ESV) 42saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours be done.” 
C. Five constant operations of the will of God in scripture.
1. The Sovereign will of God or the decreed will of God. This is God's eternal, foreordained plan and purpose, which will not change and cannot be thwarted. It includes our salvation (Ephesians 1:3-6).    This is God’s "ultimate" will. This facet of God’s will comes out of the recognition of God’s sovereignty and the other aspects of God’s nature. This expression of God’s will focuses on the fact that God ordains everything that comes to pass. In other words, there is nothing that happens that is outside of God’s sovereign will. This aspect of God’s will is seen in verses like (Ephesians 1:11). This view of God’s will is based on the fact that, because God is sovereign, His will can never be frustrated. Nothing happens that is beyond His control.
Ephesians 1:1–11 (ESV) 1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus…4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will…9making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ …11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 

2. The Directive will of God. There is also God's "directive will." This is God's personal guidance in our lives. There are times when God wants us at a certain place, doing a certain thing. The Bible most often will not provide us with this direct and personal revelation of His will. We can see in the Book of Acts God's directive will being revealed in the "Macedonian call" (Acts 16:6-10). We can see it in the direct guidance of Philip (Acts 8:26) and with Peter and Ananias (Acts 10:1-23). God does guide us personally and directly, but it seems that this is not as common as some would like. 
Acts 16:9–10 (ESV) 9And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

Acts 8:26–27 (ESV) 26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 

3. The Revealed will of God. As the name implies, this facet of God’s will means that God has chosen to reveal some of His will in the Bible through HIS precepts. The perceptive will of God is God’s declared will concerning what we should or should not do. For example, because of the revealed will of God, we can know that it is God’s will that we do not steal, that we love our enemies, that we repent of our sins, and that we be holy as He is holy. To know the will of God, we should immerse ourselves in the written Word of God, saturating our minds with it, and praying that the Holy Spirit will transform us through the renewing of our minds, so that the result is what is good, acceptable and perfect—the will of God.
1 Corinthians 6:18–20 (ESV) 18Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

1 Thessalonians 4:3–5 (ESV) 3For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, 5not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; 
4. The Permissive will of God. There is what we might call God's "permissive will." This is what God allows, even though it is sin. God allowed Joseph's brothers to betray him, and to deceive their father, so that He might bring the Israelites (few in number) to Egypt, where God would spare them, and they would greatly multiply (Genesis 50:20). God allows man to reject the gospel, to willfully disobey His laws, to persecute the righteous, and so on. But in all of this, God is still in control, and His purposes are being accomplished. God's permissive will is his will to permit sin to occur.  God allows man to rebel against him, and in this God permits people to choose to do such things as lie, steal, etc.
Genesis 50:20 (ESV) 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 

Luke 8:32 (ESV) 32Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 
5. The Perfect will of God. This leads us to what Paul calls the “… good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
Romans 12:1–2 (ESV) 1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

D.  Three Characteristics of The Very Will of God: (STAGES if you will)

1. It is Good!  The Greek is ‘agathos’ meaning good, well, and of benefit. The Good Will of God: The Agathos of God, or the benefits of the Will of God result when we come before God presenting our obedience to Him, rather than our sacrifice.

1 Samuel 15:22 (ESV) 22And Samuel said, “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams. 

2. It is Acceptable!  The Greek is ‘euarestos’ meaning acceptable and well pleasing. The Acceptable Will of God: The Euarestos of God is all that which is acceptable and well pleasing to God.  In all aspects, this needs to be in full agreement with the will and Word of God.

3. It is Perfect!  The Greek is ‘teleios’ meaning in completeness: – of full age, mature, perfect. The Perfect Will of God: The Teleios of God, all that which is complete in labor, growth, mental and moral character, concerning the will of God.

When we first choose to obey the will of God, we are beginning to align ourselves with The Good Will of God. When we learn to come into agreement with the will of God, we may see ourselves as coming into The Acceptable Will of God. When we finally come to full adult maturity in Christ and begin to move in the will of God and in the Holy Spirit, we may see ourselves as having come into The Perfect Will of God.

As our Father is a relational God and deeply cares about us, be assured that as you reach out to the Father, He will be found and in ways we can scarcely imagine. Notice that turning one's back on the world and having one's mind renewed (by the Father) enables one to discern and experience the Father’s will for you, a will (or we might say purpose or plan) which is good, which is a delight to us and to our Father, and which has no flaws, no missing pieces – totally complete and perfect.
Romans 12:1–3 (AMP) 1I APPEAL to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of [all] the mercies of God, to make a decisive dedication of your bodies [presenting all your members and faculties] as a living sacrifice, holy (devoted, consecrated) and well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable (rational, intelligent) service and spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you]. 
E. Yourself:  My Goal is to walk in greater LOVE, PURITY and POWER.  It is critical that we speak the right things over our lives. It is not about doing right, it is about believing right. When we believe right we will then begin to live right.
F. MY seven personal prayers.
1. First prayer I pray over MYSELF is The Lord’s Prayer. Father, I pray your kingdom come and your will be done on earth in my life today as it is in heaven. Father, Give ME TODAY my DAILY BREAD, and Father, forgive ME my debts as I forgive MY debtors. Father, do not lead ME into temptation but deliver ME from evil today. For thine is the KINGDOM and the POWER and the GLORY forever. Amen. 

Matthew 6:9–13 (NKJV) 9In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 10Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 11Give us this day our daily bread. 12And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 13And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 2.   Second prayer I pray over MYSELF is Paul’s Prayer. Father, I pray for the Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation in the knowledge of Jesus to fall over me. I pray that THE EYES of MY HEART would be ENLIGHTENED to the HOPE to which YOU HAVE CALLED ME, to know the RICHES of my inheritance, and to UNDERSTAND the GREATNESS of your POWER operating in my LIFE.
Ephesians 1:15–19‬ (ESV) 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you  the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him (Jesus),  18having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might‬.‬‬‬‬‬‬‬
3.  The third prayer I pray over MYSELF is for The Father’s Discipline: Father, I understand that your discipline is always done in LOVE. Father, though it might be painful today and not enjoyable while it is happening, it does produce holiness and right living. I understand that correction from you is always done in love. Please let me know if you are trying to correct me or guide me down a different path today that is for my benefit and my protection.
Hebrews 12:10–11 (NLT) 10For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew how. But God’s discipline is always good for us, so that we might share in his holiness. 11No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way. 

4.  The fourth prayer I pray over MYSELF is that the character of God be formed in me.  Father, I pray today that all nine of the Fruits of the Spirit would be operating and evident in my life. So many times, they have not been evident in my life as a husband, father and spiritual leader.  They have not been evident to many of my friends that know I am a follower of Christ. And for that, please forgive me. Father, every new day that you allow me to live may these fruits operate in my life in COMPLETE FULLNESS.
Galatians 5:22–23 (NKJV) 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control…
5.  The fifth prayer I pray over MYSELF is that the gifts OPERATE in me.  Father, there is so much for me to LEARN in this area of my life. Today I ask that you allow the GIFTS of the Spirit to operate in my life. For those that I am unaware of, I ask you to give me fresh revelation into them and to send people into my life that have greater understanding of them.
1 Corinthians 12:1–11 (ESV) 1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. …4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 7To each is given (gifts) the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. …11All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills. 

6.  The sixth prayer I pray over MYSELF is that the wisdom of God protect me.  Father, I thank you for the NEW REVELATION that you are giving me from the book of Proverbs and the insight you are giving me concerning the wisdom of God. I do not want to make any decisions today or tomorrow without your DIVINE WISDOM operating in my life. I do know and understand that it brings long life, riches, glory and honor. Her (wisdom) path is one of PEACE and nothing at all can be compare to her (wisdom). NOTHING!

Proverbs 2:6–7 (ESV) 6For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; 7he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to those who walk in integrity, 
Proverbs 3:13–17 (ESV) 13Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding, 14for the gain from her is better than gain from silver and her profit better than gold. 15She is more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with her. 16Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. 17Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 
7.  The seventh prayer I pray over MYSELF is that the love of God would be found in me.  Father, apart from LOVE I am NOTHING! I ask you to let your LOVE shine through me as I walk throughout the earth. You know where my path will go and to whom it may cross. Teach me to WALK SLOWLY through the day and not MISS one OPPORTUNITY to demonstrate your love to my friends or even my enemies. For love never fails in any conversation or situation.
1 Corinthians 13:1–8 (ESV) 1If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 4Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8Love never ends… (NKJV Love never fails)

G. Your family (mate, children, other family members)
Joshua 24:15 (ESV) …But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 

Proverbs 23:24 (ESV) 24The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice…

a) My wife

b) My sons and daughters in law
c) My mom and dad (father in law and mother in law)

d) My brothers and sisters

e) My extended family (mine, Karen’s)

f) As of March 2017, over 80 individuals
H. Your church (pastor, leadership, faithfulness of the people, harvest)
The Church at Thessalonica: 2 Thessalonians 1:11 (ESV) 11To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his power, 

The Church at Colossae: Colossians 1:9–10 (ESV) so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God… 

a) pastor and his family

b) staff and their families
c) elders and deacons

d) spiritual health, financial health

e) emotional health – no roots of bitterness
f) physical health, relational health

g) church members and ex-church members

I. Your friends
Job 42:10 (ESV) 10And the Lord restored the fortunes of Job, when he had prayed for his friends. And the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before. 
James 5:16 (ESV) 16Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 

a) brother and sisters

b) prodigal children

c) broken marriages

d) men and women out of the will of God

e) lost and unsaved
J. Your country and the nations (city, state, and national political & spiritual leaders)
1 Timothy 2:1–3 (ESV) 1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 

Psalm 122:1–9 (ESV) 1I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 2Our feet have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 3Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together, 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! “May they be secure (PROSPER) who love you! 

a) president and his family

b) Senate, Congress and Judicial Branch of our government

c) spiritual leaders in our world (currently 16 everyday)

d) Israel

e) nations (Uganda, South Africa and China)

f) my friends who don’t know Christ or unchurched friends
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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