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THE GATHERING- Pastor Gene Wolfenbarger 

Series—The Kingdom of God - Session 3

________________________________________________________________________

Session 3: The Priority 
I. OVERVIEW 

Session 1: Why study the Kingdom of God?

Session 2: The original purpose of the Kingdom of God

Session 3: The Priority of the Kingdom of God

Session 4: The power of the Kingdom of God

Session 5: Understanding your place in the Kingdom of God

Session 6: Understanding your position in the Kingdom of God

II. DEFINITION and FACTS 
DEFINITION:  The rule of God. It is God’s reign and it is God in ACTION!
III. REVIEW of SESSION ONE & TWO:
1. Two Ages: God’s reign manifests itself both in the future and in the present and thereby creates both a future realm and a present realm in which men may experience the blessings of His reign. They are not the same: This age is evil; The age to come will witness the fullness of God’s Kingdom and the perfection of His reign. This world does not end in a day: We see the transition from this age to the age to come will not occur in a single great event at the Coming of Christ. We have found that the age to come will be introduced by the resurrection of the dead and the destruction of the god of this age. The fullness of The Kingdom of God is in the age to come: Only in the age to come beyond the Millennium is the prayer finally answered: “Thy Kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
Matthew 12:32 (ESV) 32And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come

Matthew 6:10 (NKJV) 10Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 
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2. Tony Evans states: “The reason so many of us as believers are struggling is that we want God to bless our agenda rather than fulfilling His agenda.” We want God to bring us glory rather than our bringing Him glory. But it doesn’t work that way. God has only one plan— His kingdom agenda. We need to find out what that is, so we can make sure we’re working on God’s plan and not ours.

3. Man’s Original Purpose: The origin of the first kingdom: Understanding God’s original intent helps us understand the Bible, His written Word. Many people misunderstand the Bible and its message because they misunderstand God’s original intent. Simply stated, the Bible is about the rise, fall, and rise of God’s Kingdom on earth. It tells the story of a kingdom established, a kingdom lost, and a kingdom regained. The first two chapters of the book of Genesis describe the establishment of God’s earthly kingdom under the rulership of Adam and Eve, who God created in His own image and to whom He then gave dominion. 
Genesis 1:26–27 (ESV) 26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion.  (רָדָה radah means to rule) over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

4. Man’s greatest need today: The greatest need of man was identified by what he lost; he did not lose a religion or heaven, but rather a kingdom. 

In God’s restoration and redemptive program, Heaven would 

not be his primary focus or goal for man, but rather the 

redemption, restoration, and reestablishment 

of His kingdom on earth.
IV. THE SERMON on the MOUNT: The single longest sermon recorded in scripture is the Sermon on the Mount, recorded in (Matthew 5-7), it was preached by Jesus. It is clearly addressed to believers—originally to His disciples—and is primarily a sermon about the kingdom. The centerpiece of the sermon is the verse Matthew 6: 33, which also is the centerpiece of Kingdom Living. 
Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 

V. PUTTING GOD FIRST: To live your life to its fullest, and to experience all that God has created you to do, God and His kingdom must be first in your life. God is not to be one among many. The problem in most of our lives today is that God is merely in the vicinity, not in the center. 
1. We live in a day when people are constantly stating that they do not have time for God. This is because we know that we will only make time for what matters most in our lives not what really matters. Let me give you some examples of putting God first in scriptures:

Proverbs 3:9 (NKJV) Honor the Lord with your possessions, and with the first fruits of all your increase; 

Revelation 2:4 (NKJV) Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 

Colossians 1:18 (NASB95) He (Jesus) is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything. 

2. There are so many good Bible believing Christians that are just not putting God first. But when the God you acknowledge is not treated as God, you do not experience the benefits of Him and His kingdom.
3. The second half of Matthew 6:33 promises that when you put God and His kingdom first, then “all these things” will be given to you. These things are the necessities of life that Jesus spoke about in Matthew 6: 25-32. When you prioritize the kingdom, God takes care of your needs.
Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) But seek first the kingdom of God…and all these things shall be added to you. 

4. What I have found too many times in the Kingdom is that many good people are wrapped up in their latest revelation or their current denomination and they find themselves stuck and they don’t even know it. It is extremely dangerous to put anything or anyone in front of the Kingdom of God. 
VI. WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE TO PUT GOD FIRST? A determining factor in putting God first in life is where you turn when you have a decision to make, a problem to resolve, or guidance to seek. Do you turn first to other people, or to your desires? Or do you look to God, His Word, and His principles first? Getting God’s perspective on a matter and then applying it to the particular situation you are dealing with is one way to know that God is first in your life. 
1. Many of us are now aware that while growing up, if we would have sought the advice of our parents first, we could have avoided so many mistakes. But we chose to do our own thing and suffered the consequences in our life. What holds true in parenting holds true with God.  We use our own wisdom and we make our own decisions without first seeking God in dilemmas of life. Therefore, we suffer from our own decisions and advice from others. 

2. So many people wonder why they are not hearing from God or experiencing His abiding presence and victory in their lives. God’s answer to their question: “Because you go to the world (a system that leaves Me out) first for your solutions.” We go to God as a last resort.  The key to kingdom success and the power for kingdom living is found in the simple word “first”. Prioritize God in every area of life.
VII. WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO PUT GOD FIRST? The word “seek” means to make a search for, to try to find or obtain. Two things are implied: TIME and EFFORT. It may take time. This is not a “quick fix” verse—it refers to a lifestyle. It is not a verse that says, “Try seeking God today if you want material things.” No. It is a lifetime pursuit. Two questions we need to keep before us constantly:
1. AM I PURSUING GOD? In the ancient Greek world, this Greek word (zeteo—seek) referred to a philosophical investigation that could mean a lifelong pursuit. It means making an effort. This means energy is needed. What you want to find isn’t going to come to you—you must go to it.  Had Jesus said, “Receive the Kingdom of God” instead of “seek first his kingdom,” that would have meant we do nothing. We just take it and say, “Thank you very much.” All we are asked to do is to pursue it! Pursue, not find, the Kingdom of God first—seek the Kingdom and these things will be added. Our task is to seek. God’s task is to add those things such as food, shelter and clothing.  

2. IS THE KINGDOM MY PRIORITY? R.T. Kendall states this: Notice that Jesus said, “Seek first his kingdom.” Had Jesus not added this word “first,” one could regard the Kingdom of God as you would a shopping list. One could pursue the Kingdom of God while pursuing your job, trying to get a raise in pay; pursuing a hobby, recreation, entertainment; pursuing friendships or seeking after a bit of prestige. The word first is used two other times in the Sermon on the Mount. It means no postponing. 
1) When you remember that your brother has something against you, “First go and be reconciled to your brother” (Matthew 5:24). When you see the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye, “first take the plank out of your own eye” (Matthew 7:5). Don’t postpone what is your duty. 
Isaiah 55:6 (NKJV) Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near. 
VIII. THE #1 BENEFIT OF PRIORITIZING GOD’S KINGDOM: Matt. 6:33 The context is critical to understanding what Jesus is saying. Look at the surrounding verses and you will see a recurring theme: “For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life” (v. 25). “And who of you by being worried” (v. 27). “And why are you worried” (v. 28). “Do not worry then” (v. 31). “So, do not worry” (v. 34, emphasis added in all verses). 
Matthew 6:25–34 (NKJV) 25“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? 27Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 28“So why do you worry about clothing... 31“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 34Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things…

1. It’s hard to miss the theme of worry. These verses address our human tendency to worry. God gives the solution to our worry in verse 33. He says that if you will seek His kingdom and His righteous standards first, He will readily grant you all of the things that often make themselves the focus of your worry. Therefore, you ought to put God’s kingdom first if for no other reason than to reduce your anxiety level. 

2. Over 40 million US adults suffer from a diagnosed form of anxiety. Worry is a common issue plaguing people today. Whether it’s worrying about jobs, safety, health, relationships, flying, income, terrorism, the future, or anything else, worry eats away at many people’s ability to enjoy the gift of life God has given them. God tells us in this foundational principle for kingdom living that we actually don’t have to worry at all, because God Himself is the antidote to worry. 
3. In Matthew 6: 33 we discover the one principle that affects everything— even the level of our worry. When you know God and hang out with Him, you don’t need to worry about all the other stuff. 
4. Think of all the problems you face, and all of the issues that keep you in perpetual defeat. Have you put God first in these areas? Have you looked to honor Him first in your heart, attitude, choices, and thoughts? Have you sought His wisdom and will for how to respond to each situation? If you haven’t, then you need to go ahead and worry. But if you have made God and His kingdom your priority, then rest. God’s got it covered.   
5. Jesus said, “Do not worry.” Worry is the most useless exercise in the world. Why? Because it doesn’t change anything. Most of us spend our time worrying either about things that will never happen or about things that we cannot change. Either way, worrying is pointless. Worry changes nothing, yet it consumes our energy, time, talents, our gifts, our wisdom, and our knowledge. It even consumes our imagination. 
6. The only thing worry contributes is to make us sick. Studies have identified worry-related stress as the number one cause of high blood pressure and cardiovascular disease. Stress causes veins and arteries to constrict, hindering blood flow, causing the blood to back up toward the heart, thus increasing pressure on the heart. This elevates the risk of heart attack and stroke. Worry gets us nowhere.  
Myles Munroe stated. “If we miss His True Priority for Our Life, 

We will miss OUR True Purpose for Our Life.”
IX. THE MAIN QUESTION: WHAT is MORE IMPORTANT? What would your life look like if there were a clear “repositioning of your priority?” Jesus is admonishing his listeners to move their primary focus from material needs to placing it on what he calls the more IMPORTANT MATTERS of LIFE. If you are not careful, pressures of life will become more debilitating because of the preoccupation of acquiring possessions. The lure of materialism…it is not going to be worth it…beloved…at all! 
1.  What will free us from the self-destructive and socially abusing spirit of materialism? Ask yourself this question: Is the majority of your FRUSTRATION self-afflicted because your priorities are out of order? 
2. What if YOU were to discover the Creator’s original priority and embrace the opportunity to rearrange life’s priorities to experience stress-free living above circumstances and measures of temporal success?  
X. ESTABLISHING YOUR PRIORITIES is the SECRET to SUCCESS and less FRUSTRATION! Establishing your priorities means ranking everything in order of importance, determining which is most important, and then focusing our time, attention, and energy there. It is a matter of putting first things first. Essentially, our success boils down to the issue of how efficiently and effectively we use our time.  
XI. OUR TIME: Success in life is the effective use of our TIME!  Time is the single greatest commodity in this life. Time is also the currency of life. How we spend it determines our quality of life. Everything and everyone is after your TIME!
1. One key to success is effective use of time, and the key to effective use of time is correct priorities.    God is not IMPRESSED with BUSYNESS!

2. Correct Priorities:

a. Protects your growth. 

b. Protects your time.
c. Protects your energy.

d. Protects your talents and gifts.

e. Protects your decisions.
f. Protects your disciplines.
g. Protects and simplifies life.

XII. FOUR GREAT STATEMENTS FROM MYLES MUNROE
1. The Greatest TRAGEDY in life is not death, but a life without PURPOSE!

2. The Greatest CHALLENGE in life is KNOWING what to DO!

3. The Greatest MISTAKE in life is being BUSY, but not being EFFECTIVE!

4. The Greatest FAILURE in life is being SUCCESFUL in the WRONG ASSIGNMENT!

Could this be said about you? Advancing the Kingdom of God means more to me than anything else. I am ready to sacrifice everything for this cause.
XIII. CLOSING TEXT: Jesus Encounters Three Would-be Disciples
Luke 9:57–62 (ESV) 57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 60And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

1. John Bevere in his book, Driven by Eternity states this: Notice this man didn’t say he would not follow Jesus. He said he would follow, but the key to his loss is found in the words “let me first.” He wanted to make sure what he desired was accomplished before he yielded his life to Jesus. Nothing can come before the will of God if we are going to discover and fulfill His plan for our lives.

2. So much is at stake. We can’t take our entrusted time here on earth lightly. People’s eternal destinies are dependent upon our obedience to the plan of God. It’s His will that all be saved and conformed into the image of Jesus. He doesn’t want any left behind. An entire generation was lost in the wilderness after coming out of Egypt. They had one of the greatest leaders of all time, but still they failed. We can have magnificent leaders, but it is up to all of us as a generation to fulfill the plan of the Master Builder. 

Matthew 24:14 (NKJV) And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. 

3. If we don’t fulfill our destiny, then God will raise up another generation like He did with Joshua to complete it.

XIV. CLOSING QUESTIONS:

1. What if you were NO LONGER Pre-Occupied with acquiring MORE and MORE STUFF?

2. What would YOUR LIFE look like if you sat down with Jesus over breakfast and in ONE DAY you allowed him to RE-ARRANGE your PRIORITIES?

3. What if YOU DISCOVERED that your creator already had a PRIORTY LIST for YOU?

NOTES:
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