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THE GATHERING, a House of Prayer - Pastor Gene Wolfenbarger
SERIES: The LORD’S PRAYER-Session 1
______________________________________________________________________________________

Session 1         His Calling, His Sermon, His Words and His Prayer!
        I.  LEARNING INTIMACY
A. STUDY OUTLINE:
1. HIS CALLING
2. HIS SERMON
3. HIS WORDS
4. HIS PRAYER
A. HIS CAUSE (First Set of 3 Petitions)
B. OUR NEEDS (Second Set of 4 Petitions)
C. HIS POWER, HIS HONOR and HIS GLORY
B. TOOLS: 
“Prayer does not fit us for greater works; prayer is the greater work.” Oswald Chambers
Seven things needed to see YOUR LIFE change in the NEXT 40 days:
1. A willing heart (It begins with a Desire which leads to a new Discipline which turns to Delight)
2. A Bible or access to online Bible (computer)
3. A journal (https://evernote.com) 
4. A prayer guide or list
5. A song list
6. A designated place 
7. A good coach (taught by the method that Jesus taught.)
I. HIS CALLING: 
A. SEEKING the EXPERIENCE or SEEKING INTIMACY with the FATHER. YOU CHOOSE! When we accept the calling to walk into the “Secret Place of Prayer,” we are accepting the highest calling on our lives, for it deepens our INTIMACY with the FATHER.  Nothing should ever become more important in the Kingdom of God than our relationship with the Father. Jesus himself so clearly demonstrated this while on this earth. Not only did he demonstrate this openly and with great zeal, according to the gospels, it was his life’s mission to reveal the Father. It was the work entrusted to him by the Father. Christ came to reveal the Father to us. That was his chief work then and now. 
The Beginning of His Life: Luke 2:49 (NKJV) 49And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” 
The End of His Life: John 17:1–3 (ESV) 3And this is eternal life, that they know you (The Father), the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 
On the Cross: Luke 23:46 (ESV) 46Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. 
B. THEME VERSE: The Night of His Betrayal. 
Matthew 26:40–41 (ESV) 40And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me ONE HOUR? 41Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
C. Christ's whole life was aimed at showing us how to love the Father and to bear fruit. Christ's obedience to the Father revealed what we, too, should attempt in our life in relation to the Father. Is our spiritual life pleasing the Father as Christ did?
John 6:38 (ESV) 38For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of (The Father) him who sent me. 
John 5:17 (ESV) 17But Jesus answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I am working (for HIM).” 
John 8:28–29 (ESV) 28So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 29And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.” 
D. If you focus on the supernatural, you will end up shipwrecked spiritually, but if you focus on intimacy with the Father, you will experience the supernatural. You can seek an experience and find delusion, or you can seek an intimate relationship with the living God and find an experience. Intimacy only comes through knowing how to live in the “secret place of prayer.”
Psalm 91:1–2 1He that dwelleth in the SECRET PLACE of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 2I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: My God (Father); in him will I trust.
E. Many in the church have made their spiritual lives just too complicated and have attempted to become supernatural at the expense of simple intimacy with the Father and solid grounding in scripture. A new and wonderful pulse of the Spirit is rising for those in a position to receive it with the childlike simplicity that Jesus taught. It will be an anointing that is sweeter, deeper, and more powerful than anything we've known.
F. Loren Sandford said recently concerning the Coming Revival. “It will include young and powerful emerging leaders alongside some older ones, all filled with a simple and even sensible passion for God and His eternal truth. I'm filled with anticipation to see what it will all look like. Meanwhile, seek simple intimacy with our Father and our Savior and studying for Scriptural grounding. Then expect great things!”
II. RECEIVING the REVELATION of THE FATHER’S LOVE!
A. The Bible is so clear on the love of the Father. The Father is the one that takes the initiative. The only reason you can love God or anybody else is because God first loved YOU! He showed that love by sending Jesus Christ to EARTH to die for you. He showed that love by allowing you to be a part of his creation. He showed that love by giving you everything you have in life, especially your salvation, which was given through His grace and his love.
Hebrews 10:19 (NLT) And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus. 
Galatians 3:26 (NLT) For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 4:4–7 (NLT) 4But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. 5God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt us as his very own children. 6And because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, prompting us to call out, “Abba, Father.” 7Now you are no longer a slave but God’s own child. And since you are his child, God has made you his heir. 
Romans 8:14–16 (NLT) 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.” 16For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children. 
B. Rick Warren states: “If you want to learn how to love other people, you have to first understand and feel how much God loves you. When you feel that unconditional love, you’re going to start cutting people a lot of slack. You’re not going to be as angry as you’ve been in the past. You’re going to be more patient. You’re going to be more forgiving. You’re going to be more merciful. You’re going to show other people grace.”
1 John 4:19 (ESV) 19We love (God or Father) because he first loved us. 
1 John 4:16 (NIV) 16And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 
C. The reason people are judgmental, sarcastic, angry, self righteous, and always putting other people down is because they’re putting themselves down. They don’t feel good about themselves. They don’t feel loved. They don’t feel forgiven. They don’t feel grace. They feel guilty. They feel bad about themselves. If they feel bad about themselves, they certainly don’t want you feeling good about yourself.
D. You cannot give to others what you have not received yourself. Unlovely people are unloved people. Hurt people hurt people. If you’re filled with anger and impatience and you don’t feel loved, guess what? You’re not going to be able to love anybody else. You have to learn how much God loves you and let it heal your heart so His love can flow through you. It is impossible to love others until you really feel loved yourself.
Matthew 22:36–38 (ESV) 36“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37And he said to him, “You shall love (Intimacy) the Lord your God (Father) with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38This is the great and first commandment. (Intimacy)
III. NO MORE DELAY, FOR YOUR REWARD IS WAITING on YOU!
A. There will be delay in our lives if there is CONTINUED DISOBEDIENCE in our LIVES. There is OBEDIENCE under grace that is required of us as children. As children of GOD we should be walking in the NEW COVENANT BLESSINGS that await us and the BIBLICAL INHERITANCE that is ours as children of the FATHER.
B. Bill Johnson explains it like this: UNDER GRACE the commandments of the Lord come fully equipped with the ability to perform them to those who hear from the heart. Many approach the teachings of Jesus as just another form of the Law. To most, He just brought a new set of rules. Grace is different from the law in that the favor (GRACE) comes before the obedience. Grace enables what it commands.
C. As we learn to pray the Lord’s Prayer and UNDERSTAND the FULLEST MEANING of THE PRAYER and the power of THE PRAYER, we will no longer see or experience DELAY in our lives as children of the MOST HIGH GOD. We must BELIEVE that HE is a REWARDER of those who diligently seek him.
Hebrews 11:6 (ESV) 6And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God (The Father) must believe that he exists and that he (The Father) rewards those who seek him. 
D. The REWARD is there for all to receive if we will only walk in faith. As children who have a pure and undefiled inheritance stored up for us. We must awaken to a new set of priorities. We must have better priorities that will institute better disciplines into our lives where we can inherit what is rightfully ours as sons and daughters of the Kingdom. Jesus took what we deserved on the cross so we could get what only He deserved. 
Matthew 6:5–7 (NKJV) 5“And (1st Time) when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 6But you, (2nd Time) when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. 7And (3rd Time) when you pray…
IV. THE HIGHEST CALLING OF YOUR LIFE is CLOSET PRAYER!
A. There is a quote that would forever change my life and the entire direction of my ministry. It was a wonderful day in my life when I finally surrendered to the divine mandate God placed on my life. It was a glorious day in my life when the revelation hit me, “When I work, He rests, and when I rest, He works.” 
Matthew 6:6 (KJV 1900) 6But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet…
B. Mike Bickle states: The ultimate question is, “Why should we PRAY?” Answer: Because God wrote your hunger into His GREATER PLAN! Prayer must be the CENTER of EVERYTHING in your life! When this happens, you will see that EVERYTHING else, yes EVERYTHING, will fall into place. Your love for God (The Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit) will fall right into the divine order He is to be in your life. This does not happen spontaneously or even appear out of the sky in some accidental way. It must be contended for through faith-filled lifestyles of prayer, obedience, and intentionally setting our hearts to be awakened by the Lord each and every day.
Isaiah 50:4 (NLT) 4The Sovereign Lord has given me his words of wisdom, so that I know how to comfort the weary. Morning by morning he wakens me and opens my understanding to his will. 
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C. The blessings of the morning are to be found in this deep intimacy with the Father. Even the Lord Jesus Himself rose early.  He rose very early in the morning, while it was still night, and went away to a deserted place to pray (Mark 1:35).  When He wanted to appoint the twelve apostles, He called them to Himself early in the morning (Luke 6:13).  If the Lord rose early to do these things, how much more do we need to rise early? Mark reports that even though Jesus was in the midst of an extremely busy ministry, (Mark 1:32-34) he still took time to commune with the Father. 
Mark 1:35 (ESV) 35And (Jesus) rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. 
Luke 4:42 (NLT) 42Early the next morning Jesus went out to an isolated place… (to pray)
Luke 6:12–13 (ESV) 12In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to God. 13And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles: 
D. There are many verses that tell us that God’s servants had the habit of dealing with God early in the morning. Every one of them had the habit of waking early in the morning and fellowshipping with God early in the morning.  They rose early in the morning to do many things related to God's business.  They also rose early in the morning to consecrate themselves.  Although there is no commandment in the Bible that tells us to get up early, there are sufficient examples in the Bible to show us that all faithful servants of God rise early. 
Genesis 19:27 (ESV) 27And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had stood before the Lord.
Genesis 28:18–19 (ESV) 18So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19He called the name of that place Bethel (House of God) …
Job 1:5 (ESV) 5And when the days of the feast had run their course, Job would send and consecrate them, and he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, “It may be that my children have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts.” This Job did continually. 
· Abraham—Gen. 19:27; 21:14; 22:3
· Jacob—Gen. 28:18
· Moses—Exo. 8:20; 9:13; 24:4; 34:4
· Joshua—Josh. 3:1; 6:12; 7:16; 8:10
· Gideon—Judg. 6:38
· Hannah—1 Sam. 1:19
· Samuel—1 Sam. 15:12
· David—1 Sam. 17:20
· Job—Job 1:5
· The Apostles—Acts 5:2
E. Early rising brings in the greater blessing.  We hope that you will not miss the blessing of early rising at the start of your Christian life.  Many spiritual things are lost through late rising. How about the servants of God who are not mentioned in the Bible? How about servants like George Muller, John Wesley, Hudson Taylor, Jerry Falwell and many other famous servants of God?  They also rose early in the morning.  Many that are used by God  paid attention to the matter of rising early. 
Proverbs 26:14 (NLT) 14As a door swings back and forth on its hinges, so the lazy person turns over in bed. 
F. KING DAVID: David securely found the greatest of these blessings. He understood the need for DIVINE PROTECTION over his life. The enemy is described in scripture as one that is constantly lurking for whom he may devour. There is a PROTECTION that comes from the morning hour that money can’t buy. We as fathers and mothers and leaders of our homes so desperately need this level of protection for those in our family in the days in which we live.
Psalm 63:1 (ESV) 1O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you (The Septuagint: “O God, my God! To approach Thee I rise early.”); my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
Psalm 143:8 (ESV) 8Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, for in you I trust. Make me know the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul.
Psalm 5:1–3 (NIV) (David) 1Listen to my words, Lord, consider my lament. 2Hear my cry for help, my King and my God, for to you I pray. 3In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait expectantly.
Psalm 5:11–12 (ESV) 11But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy, and spread your protection over them, that those who love your name may exult in you. 12For you bless the righteous, O Lord; you cover him with favor as with a shield. 
V. THE HIGHEST CALLING OF THE CHURCH is CORPORATE PRAYER!
A. You might be mighty in prayer all alone, but you’re mightier with someone joining you. In other words, you can do ten times as much with someone agreeing with you as you can by yourself. There doesn’t have to be a great number of people for the Prayer of Agreement to work. For example, a husband and a wife can become mighty partners in prayer.  The Prayer of Agreement requires just two of you on earth, agreeing with God’s Word. [Matthew 18: 19]
Leviticus 26:8 (ESV) Five of you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred of you shall chase ten thousand, and your enemies (demons) shall fall before you by the sword. 
Deuteronomy 32:30 (NLT) 30How could one person chase a thousand of them (demons), and two people put ten thousand to flight, unless their Rock had sold them, unless the Lord had given them up? 
Matthew 18:19 (ESV) 19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 
B. TRUE POWER OF THE PRAYER:  Make no mistake about it, that this kind of prayer, together, for God’s purpose is extremely powerful. When two or more people walk in this level of faith and agreement for the release of an answer, they have added an “ATOMIC BOOST” to their prayer.
C. THE REASON for HEIGHTENED POWER: The reason for this heightened power is explained in the verse of scripture following [Matthew 18:19]. Verse 20 says, "For where two or three have gathered together in My name, there I am in their midst." The presence of Jesus is the important part. It's actually the critical detail that everything else hinges on. This is why when we meet corporately for PRAYER and WORSHIP we are in the MIDST of his PRESENCE. 
Matthew 18:20 (NKJV) 20For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.” 
D. I believe that from his youth David understood that Jerusalem was the city chosen by God. He grew up in Bethlehem, only about five miles south of Jerusalem. After David killed Goliath in the valley of Élan, he cut Goliath’s head off and walked about 10 miles to place his head in Jerusalem. As a young man, David vowed to dedicate his life to finding a “dwelling place” for God (Ps. 132).  David’s vow included establishing a building for the ark to be placed and for God’s power and presence to be manifested. The ark was associated with the release of God’s power and presence. 
E. A “resting place” (v. 8, 14)—or a “dwelling place” (v. 5, 13)—for God speaks of the same reality. 
In principle, it can refer to places where the fullness of God’s purpose for a specific time is released. 
Psalm 132:1–8 (NKJV) 1Lord, remember David And all his afflictions; 2How he swore to the Lord, And vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob: 3“Surely I will not go into the chamber of my house, Or go up to the comfort of my bed; 4I will not give sleep to my eyes Or slumber to my eyelids, 5Until I find a place [a temple to house the ark]  for the Lord, A dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob.” 6Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah (Bethlehem) ; We found it in the fields of the woods. 7Let us go into His tabernacle; Let us worship at His footstool. 8Arise, O Lord, to Your resting place, You and the ark of Your strength. 
F. Encountering this man, Jesus, is highest calling of the church. He should be the desire of all that have tasted of his sweet and gracious salvation. He is the solution to every single problem in this world. He is the hope for every single crisis that we currently face in this nation.
G.  The prayer movement, the mission movement, the church planting movement and healing signs and wonder movements are all one in Jesus. We do not follow a movement, we follow a man called Jesus. As you read this, 24/7 Prayer Rooms are emerging across the earth contending for the greatest outpouring of the Spirit of God the world has ever seen.
H. Today we need another Jesus Movement like we saw in years passed that will awaken our hearts to love God, that will sustain the end-time Prayer and Worship movement and advance the wonderful Gospel of the Kingdom of God. The victorious Church that is described at the end of the age is a church that adores Jesus more than any other thing. This is obtained only through a commitment to Prayer and Worship of this man, Jesus.
I. Throughout history, movements of prayer have released explosive spiritual awakening. We see this from the early church in the book of Acts, the Great Awakenings and the recent Brownsville Revival in Pensacola, FL. The God we serve has one chief aim and that is to reveal his son, Jesus. Joy and deliverance has flooded many hearts as they have had these supernatural encounters with Jesus. Oppression and addiction have fled, as multiplied millions have been supernaturally delivered.
Isaiah 62:6–7 (NLT) 6O Jerusalem, I have posted watchmen on your walls; they will pray day and night, continually. Take no rest, all you who pray to the Lord. 7Give the Lord no rest until he completes his work, until he makes Jerusalem the pride of the earth.
      Matthew 26:40–41 (ESV) 40And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
     Mark 14:37 (NLT) 37Then he returned and found the disciples asleep. He said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Couldn’t you watch with me even one hour?
     Luke 11:1–2 (ESV) 1Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2And he said to them, “When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come.
J. Prayer is WORK! When we labor in prayer, we arrive at greater levels of REST, and when we rest, HE WORKS!
K. Though prayer is instinctive, it is also difficult labor. David McIntyre makes and explains this point in his book The Hidden Life of Prayer: “Instinctive as is our dependence upon God, no duty is more earnestly impressed upon us in Scripture than the duty of continual communion with Him. The main reason for this unceasing insistence is the arduousness of prayer. In its nature, it is a laborious undertaking, and in our endeavor to maintain the spirit of prayer we are called to wrestle against principalities and powers of darkness.”
L. One Reformer stated: “Prayer is the most sublime energy of which the spirit of man is capable. It is in one aspect glory and blessedness; in another, it is toil and travail, battle and agony. Uplifted hands grow tremulous long before the field is won; straining sinews and panting breath proclaim the exhaustion of the ‘heavenly footman.’ The weight that falls upon an aching heart fills the brow with anguish, even when the midnight air is chill. Prayer is the uplift of the earth-bound soul into the heaven, the entrance of the purified spirit into the holiest; the rending of the luminous veil that shuts in, as behind curtains, the glory of God. It is the vision of things unseen; the recognition of the mind of the Spirit; the effort to frame words which man may not utter.”
M. Hindrances to Prayer:
1. Prayer can be hindered by sin in our lives.  [Ps 66:18], [2Chr 7:14], [Is 59:1-2],
 Ps 139:23-24, 1Jn 1:9, James 5:16  
2. Prayer can be hindered by distraction or by preoccupation with the cares of this life. [James 4:1-4], [Luke 21:34-36], James 4:5-10, Col 3:1-2, Matt 6:33-34, Phil 4:6-7  
3. Prayer can be hindered by broken relationships. [Matt 5:23- 24], Phil 2:2-5, 1Thess 3:12  
4. Prayer can be hindered by an unforgiving, or judgmental spirit. [Mar 11:25-26], [Matt 6:12], [Mat 18:23-35], Luke 6:37, Eph 4:32, Col 3:13  
5. Prayer can be hindered (husbands only) by lack of godly consideration toward one's wife. [1Peter 3:7], Eph 5:25-33  
6. Prayer can be hindered by unbelief.  [James 1:5-8], [Heb 11:6], 1Tim 2:8, Heb 10:23,
Rom 8:32, 1Jn 4:16,   
7. Prayer can be hindered by spiritual warfare (not always though, and more often, God lovingly shields us from details).  [Eph. 6:10-18], [Dan 10:1-13], Rom 16:19-20, Luke 10:19-20, James 2:19, James 4:7, 1Jn 4:4    
8. Prayer is hindered by the weakness of our flesh.  [Matt 26:41], ...Matt 26:41, Rom 8:26, Rom 8:1, Rom 5:1-5, Gal 2:20, Gal 5:22-25, Rom 6:11, Rom 8:10-15  
9. Prayer is hindered by not praying according to God's will.  [1Jn 4:4], [James 4:3],Rom 12:1-2, 
Matthew 6:6 (ESV) 6But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
VI. HIS SERMON (The Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7)
A. The Sermon on the Mount: When we read what He (Jesus) says in the Sermon on the Mount, our hearts should burn within us that we could experience such a relationship with the Father. It was Saint Augustine (354–430) who gave the name “Sermon on the Mount” to Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 5–7. It is a title that has stuck. 
B. Many refer to The Sermon on the Mount as the constitution of God’s kingdom. It is Jesus’ most comprehensive statement about a believer’s role in cooperating with the grace of God. It is the “litmus test” to accurately measure our spiritual development and ministry impact. 
C. John Stott reckons that this sermon is the best-known part of teaching by Jesus but, arguably, the least understood—and, certainly, the least obeyed. The Sermon is the Magnum Opus of the entire writings of the Gospels.
D. Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones stated that if you regard any particular injunction in this sermon as impossible, your interpretation and understanding of it must be wrong. “Our Lord taught these things,” said Dr. Lloyd-Jones, “and He expects us to live them.” He went on to say that Jesus lived and practiced what He preached, and the apostles also lived this sermon: “…and if you take the trouble to read the lives of the saints down through the centuries, and the men who have been most greatly used of God, you will find that, every time, they have been men who have taken the Sermon on the Mount not only seriously but literally.”
E. In Matthew, the prayer is given in the middle of the Sermon on the Mount. In Luke, the Lord’s Prayer occurs following a time of prayer. It is given in response to one of the disciples asking Jesus to teach them how to pray like John’s disciples. This clearly tells us that Jesus continually taught prayer.
Luke 11:1 (NKJV) 1Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.” 
F. Praying wrongly is when we don't pray in God's will, either from wrong motives or ignorance. A prayer prayed outside the will of God may or may not be answered, but the only guarantee of answered prayer is to pray in God's will. We know this because God promises to hear us when we pray in His will. 
1 John 5:14 (ESV) 14And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 
James 4:3 (ESV) 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 
VII. HIS WORDS
A. Dr. Michael Brown states something in his book, “The Grace Controversy”:  OF ALL THE disturbing aspects of the hyper-grace message, perhaps the most alarming is its claim that almost all of the teachings of Jesus are not for us today—that they are old covenant, not new. Jesus said that His words were spirit and life (John 6:63), and that if we remained in Him and His words remained in us, we could ask Him for whatever we desired and it would be given to us (John 15:7). 
John 6:63 (NKJV) 63…The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life. 
John 15:7 (NKJV) 7If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 
B. That’s why when He instructed His disciples to go into all the world and make disciples of the nations, He told them they were to teach these new disciples to obey His words. As stated in Matthew 28:19–20. 
Matthew 28:19–20 (NKJV) 19Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations…20teaching them to observe ALL things that I have commanded you…
C. If the Sermon on the Mount (along with the other teachings Jesus gave) was just for those who heard Jesus speak before the Cross, then why did Matthew (along with the other Gospel authors) record these words for the church decades later? And why did the church prize them so, reading them on a regular basis in their gatherings?  
Matthew 7:28–29 (ESV) 28And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 29for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes. 
D. Why single out the words of Jesus and say they do not apply to us today, when we find meaning and application from the words of Isaiah and Jeremiah and the other prophets, not to mention the words of Psalms and Proverbs and some of the other Old Testament books? Why say that only Jesus’ words don’t apply to us today? That seems especially bizarre. 
John 7:46 (ESV) 46The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!” 
E. It is true that in ourselves we cannot keep His commandments, but that’s where grace comes in. God’s grace forgives us our sins and shortcomings, saving us and making us children of God. And then God’s grace empowers and enables us, giving us the ability to live in the Spirit and overcome the lusts and desires of the flesh. 
Luke 4:22 (ESV) 22And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 
F. Dr. Michael Brown states it this way: “So the teachings of Jesus, in and of themselves, were always impossible in the flesh, and that’s what made His listeners call out to God for grace and help. That’s what He provides us through His death and resurrection, and we, of all people, can now live out to the full what He requires. And when we fall short, that glorious grace is there to cleanse us afresh and to call us to obedience. In short, we prize the words of Jesus our Savior, our King, and our Friend, drinking them in as spirit and life. And we interpret them in context as we interpret the rest of the Bible, applying to ourselves that which was meant for His followers. Then, by His amazing grace, we believe His promises and act on His commands. As a result, we are blessed—wonderfully, gloriously blessed.”   
G. It has been often said, “Written in RED,” referring to the words of Jesus. His words carry supernatural blessings and divine wisdom. What would happen if the church would began to take the teachings of Jesus in a true and literal sense?
H. Even John the Baptist was very clear that Jesus, “must increase and I must decrease,” knowing that he himself was the greatest prophet to ever live up until the time of Jesus. To treat anyone else's words, particularly from mere correspondence whose author does not claim to quote Jesus, as an authority on the same level with Jesus is to rob Jesus of the authority God gave Him:
Matthew 28:18 (ESV) 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
I. The Modern Church has instead fallen in love with Paul, or, more correctly, the points in Paul's writings that soften the requirements of costly grace, which Jesus taught. This causes a vying for control over the church. One should respect the teaching of Paul but in no way at the expense of lowering the teachings of Christ. Either Paul and his Dispensation of Grace applies, or Jesus and His costly grace gospel applies, as Bonhoeffer highlighted. We have developed two masters.
J. Mainstream Christian theologians largely defend dismissing Jesus' words as applicable only to a prior dispensation of Law. Sometimes this is called Dispensationalism, but it all ends up the same: marginalizing Jesus' words. If one in anyway lowers the words of Jesus and begins to think that the teachings of Jesus were not SUPREME over all of Scripture, we will head down a very slippery slope in Evangelical Christianity.
K. This liberal thinking is nothing more than the teaching from theologian, Rudolf Bultmann, when he claimed Paul teaches us in 2 Cor. 5:16 that it is necessary to treat Jesus's teachings pre-resurrection as irrelevant. Based upon this, Bultmann has influenced evangelical seminaries ever since to teach young pastors to emphasize the message of Paul, dismissing as largely irrelevant the words of Jesus. To dismiss Jesus' teachings as pertinent only to an old covenant of Law disregards entirely the prophecies that the New Testament was supposed to place the Law more proximately on our hearts, and God would give us a heart wanting to obey His statutes.
Matthew 7:24–27 (NKJV) 24“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26“But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” 
L. Read the following wonderful words from our Master and ask yourself, “Do these apply to me as one of His followers or were they meant just for the Jewish crowds who heard Him teach two thousand years ago?” 
John 3:16 (NKJV) 16For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
John 6:35 (NKJV) 35And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. 
John 8:12 (NKJV) 12Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” 
John 10:9 (NKJV) 9I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 
John 10:11 (NKJV) 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. 
John 11:25–26 (NKJV) 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
John 14:6 (NKJV) 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 
John 15:5 (NKJV) 5“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 
Matthew 7:7–8 (NKJV) 7“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 
VIII. THE PRAYER: The Lord’s Prayer is the most FAMOUS PRAYER in the world and in SCRIPTURE. This is the prayer that most Christians and many people of the world know by heart. It is also the words that our Lord Jesus taught His disciples when they asked Him how to pray. Here are the questions I would like to pose to you: Do you think you should pray it more frequently? What if it held certain blessings that no other prayer in scripture held? What if this one unlocked for you certain secrets and answers you have been looking for? What if it becomes the gateway into the presence of the Lord like no other prayer? Would you pray it more often?
A. This is the perfect prayer of our Lord and could literally be called the Disciples Prayer and not the Lord Prayer. It is the prayer that carries the Heavenly Blessings and the Supernatural Provision for the Saints. 
B. It is BIBLICALLY COMPLETE. It is the guide that exists today for our prayer life that covers all the bases. It is the grid! 
C. This prayer is about the single greatest prayer ever uttered from the lips of God. It was authored and conceived by Jesus Christ himself, that is why we call it the Lord’s Prayer. Not every prayer in this world is inspired by the Holy Spirit, including too many of my own prayers. Every WORD in this PRAYER is INSPIRED by JESUS himself.
D. It is the FOUNDATION to LEARNING the DEEPEST LEVELS of PRAYER. I greatly encourage all of God’s people to memorize this with great diligence. 
The Lord’s Prayer: Matthew 6:9–13 (NKJV) –- (7 Petitions!)
 9In this manner, therefore, pray: (ESV… “Pray then like this”)
His Cause: (First Set of 3 Petitions)
1. 9…Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.
2. 10Your kingdom come. 
3. 10…Your will be done On earth, as it is in heaven. 
Our Needs: (Second Set of 4 Petitions)
4. 11Give us this day our daily bread. 
5. 12And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
6. 13And do not lead us not into temptation, 
7. 13…But deliver us from the evil one. 
Doxology: His Glory
13…For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
E. THE MODEL PRAYER: It is a great gift to learn about prayer from the One who had the greatest prayer life and the greatest teaching ministry in all history. Matthew 6:9-13 is one of the most familiar passages in the Bible, yet so few have searched out its deeper treasures. Its over-familiarity has resulted in many being content with a superficial view of its glorious contents.
F. Why should we give such attention to the Lord’s Prayer? The Bible has a lot of words in it. Why are these words in the Bible so special?  I encourage all of God’s people to memorize the Lord’s Prayer. (It brings spiritual, physical, relational, emotional and financial blessings)
Acts 1:14 (ESV) 14All these with one accord were devoting themselves to (THE) PRAYER, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 
The Didache 8.2-3: Teachings of the Apostles 
And do not pray as the wicked [do]; pray instead this way, as the Lord directed in his gospel:
Our Father who are in heaven,
May your name be acclaimed as holy,
May your kingdom come,
May your will come to pass on earth as it does in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread,
And cancel for us our debt,
As we cancel [debts] for those who are indebted to us,
And do not bring us into temptation,
But preserve us from evil [or, from the evil one].
For power and glory are yours forever.
Pray this way thrice daily.
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