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THE GATHERING- Pastor Gene Wolfenbarger

SERIES: The HOLY SPIRIT - Session 5
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Session 5: The Discerning of Spirits
I. PURPOSE OF THIS STUDY: WE WANT TO DO MINISTRY LIKE ________________DID!

I Corinthians 12:3 (The Passion Translation) 1My fellow believers, I don’t want you to be confused about spiritual realities (Spiritual People) …3Therefore, I want to impart to you an understanding of the following: …No one can say, “JESUS is the Lord Yahweh,” unless the Holy Spirit is speaking through him (or “except by UNION with HOLY SPIRIT”).
A. What does it mean, JESUS is Lord? He is the single highest authority in my life. In my life, JESUS matters.  His opinions and His words are supreme in my life.  I will serve, love, obey, honor and imitate only JESUS. With HOLY SPIRIT I am falling more and more in LOVE with JESUS every day. JESUS is the high and exalted one in my life. NOTE: The Greek word pneumatikos is “spiritual (things).”  The implication of spiritual realities or spiritual gifts. Some scholars believe that “spirituals” may refer to spiritual persons.

II. STUDY OUTLINE:

1. The PURPOSE of this STUDY

2. The PERSON: HOLY SPIRIT

3. The GRIEVING and QUENCHING of HOLY SPIRIT

4. The ASSIGNMENT of HOLY SPIRIT

5. The ANOINTING of HOLY SPIRIT

6. The BAPTISM of HOLY SPIRIT

7. The GIFTS of HOLY SPIRIT

8. The LANGUAGE of HOLY SPIRIT

9. The FRUITS of HOLY SPIRIT
III. THE PERSON: HOLY SPIRIT

A. #1 UPFRONT: THERE ARE FOUR BASIC GROUPS
1. The Cessationist

2. The Charismatics

3. The Charismaniacs 

4. The Pentecostal
1 Corinthians 12:11,30 (NLT) 11It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have. (NASB95) 30All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? 

1 Corinthians 14:18 (NASB95) 18I thank God, I (Paul) speak in tongues more than you all. 

B. When you think of HOLY SPIRIT do not think of him as a blob or a mist. Think of Him as a REAL PERSON! You would never say the Jesus or the Gene because Jesus and Gene are names. They represent people, not functions. Robert Morris states, “If you don’t see the Holy Spirit as a person, you’ll never develop a personal relationship with Him.”

Matthew 28:19 (ESV) Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

IV. THE GIFTS of the SPIRIT
1 Corinthians 12:1–11 (NKJV) 1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 2You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. 3Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 4There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 6And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 8for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 

11But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 

A. Kenneth Hagin List: THE GIFTS in I Corinthians 12
1. Three Revelation Gifts (spiritual gifts) that REVEAL something: 
1) The Word of Wisdom (wisdom is concerning the future) BOOK OF REVELATION

2) The Word of Knowledge (NOW present tense)

3) The Discerning of Spirits 
2. Three Power Gifts (spiritual gifts) that DO something: 
1) The Gift of Faith 
2) The Working of Miracles 
3) The Gifts of Healing’s 
3. Three Utterance or Inspirational Gifts (spiritual gifts) that SAY something: 
1) The Gift of Prophecy 
2) Divers Kinds of Tongues 
3) Interpretation of Tongues

B. When the Apostle Paul used the word “Manifestations” it was his way of clearly telling the New Testament church that the literal presence of HOLY SPIRIT is himself made manifest or is visible to the church. This is a sign in which HIS presence is evident among the church when they come together.

1 Corinthians 12:4–11 (NIV) 7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.

C. Sam Storms states it like this, “Spiritual gifts are concrete disclosures of divine activity and only secondarily human activity. Spiritual gifts are the presence of the Spirit Himself coming to relatively clear, even dramatic, expression in the way we do ministry. Gifts are God going public among His people. To reject spiritual gifts, to turn from this immediate and gracious divine enabling, is, in a sense, to turn from God.”
D. The most common Greek word used in the Bible concerning Spiritual Gifts in the New Testament is the word Charisma. Its plural form, charismata, is the word from which we derive “charismatic.” Charisma refers to a gracious work of God or something God’s grace has bestowed. For example, eternal life is a charisma (see Rom. 6:23), as is deliverance from physical death (see 2 Cor. 1:10). Even celibacy (see 1 Cor. 7:7) is a charisma (see also Rom. 5:15-16; 11:29; but note especially 1 Cor. 12:4,9,28,30-31). What this means is that all gifts are charismatic, not just tongues, healings and miracles, but also helping and serving and giving. When you understand the revelation of this word hence all Christians are charismatic.

1 Corinthians 12:1 (NKJV) 1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 

E. In the post-modern church, there is a limited knowledge of these gifts. Paul said we should not be uninformed. We also have the tendency to magnify some of the gifts above others and magnify the person that the gift is operating through. This can be very dangerous! It is the Holy Spirit who distributes as HE WILLS!  These gifts are not natura,l they are supernatural.
1 Corinthians 12:11 (ESV) 11All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he (Holy Spirit) wills. 
F. FIRST GIFT: THE WORD of WISDOM

1. Definition: The Word of Wisdom is a SUPERNATURAL REVELATION by HOLY SPIRIT from God concerning the DIVINE PURPOSE and PLAN in the mind and will of GOD. 

Kenneth Hagin states, “The word of wisdom is the best gift because it is a revelation concerning the plans and purposes in the mind of God.”
1 Corinthians 12:8 (ESV) 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom.
2. A WORD OF WISDOM is Supernatural Revelation of the right word for the FUTURE. The difference between the Word of Wisdom and the Word of Knowledge is that one is the present tense (Word of Knowledge) and the other is future tense (Word of Wisdom). The Word of Knowledge deals with certain facts about people, places, or things in the past or even in the present. 
G.  SECOND GIFT: THE WORD of KNOWLEDGE

1. Definition: Kenneth Hagin states, “Notice that this gift is called "the word of knowledge." It is not "the gift of knowledge." There is no such thing as a spiritual gift of knowledge. The word of knowledge is the supernatural revelation by the Holy Ghost of certain facts in the mind of God. God is all-knowing. He knows everything. But He doesn't reveal everything He knows to man. He just gives him a word or a part of what He knows. A word is a fragmentary part of a sentence, so a word of knowledge would simply be a fragmentary part of the entire knowledge or counsel of God.”
1 Corinthians 12:1–11 (NKJV) 8for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit…
2. The revelation that the word of knowledge brings is never future tense — it's present or past tense. The word of wisdom, on the other hand, reveals plans and purposes concerning the future. By the manifestation of the gift of the word of knowledge, the Church can be purified, the distressed comforted, the saints gladdened, lost property recovered, the enemy's plans defeated, and the Lord Jesus Christ glorified.
H. THIRD GIFT: THE DISCERNING of SPIRITS
1. Definition: The Discerning of Spirits is the supernatural insight into the spirit realm. It is a God-given ability to "discern" when a satanic, divine, angelic or, even, a human, spirit... (whether harmful or helpful) ... is present. Since the function of "discerning of spirits" is so important and, since an accurate perception of its function will provide a sound bases for the faith necessary to its meaningful manifestation, it requires thoughtful definition.

1 Corinthians 12:1–11 (NKJV) 1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant…10 to another discerning of spirits…11But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 

2. The word "discern," itself, provides valuable help in understanding the gift. The word means, "to look beyond the outward to the inward." (Literally: "seeing right through") This gift enables the believer to form judgments and to recognize entities in the realm of spirits. The word "discernment" has the meaning of "a judgment, made possible by an insight that sees through externals and perceives basic underlying realities."
3. SPIRIT WORLD: There is a very real "spirit world” and, through the manifestation of the discernment of spirits, the believer is enabled to identify these spirits so that they may be dealt with as God leads. The "spirit world," from a Biblical perspective, one discovers essentially four kinds of spirits:

1) God is a Spirit (Discussed this below). 

John 4:24 (ESV) God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”
2) Angels are Spirits
Hebrews 1:13–14 (ESV) And to which of the angels has he ever said, “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”? 14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation?
3) Man has a Spirit (The Spirit in Man) 
1 Thessalonians 5:23 (ESV) Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

4) Evil Spirits (spirits of an evil spiritual realm) The OT frequently refers to these as "familiar spirits.” Kenneth Hagin has been led of the Lord to bring as much clarity in this subject as any I know of, for before the turn of the century here is the revelation the Lord personally gave him on this. In 1952, here is what he stated in his book The Triumphant Church.
a) Wicked spirits or spiritual wickedness in high places: This highest class exists in the heavenlies, not on the earth. 

b) Rulers of the darkness of this world: The highest class of demons that believers deal with on earth. 

c) Powers: The next class or category. They are dominated by and receive their instruction from the rulers of the darkness of this world. 

d) Principalities: The lowest class. They are ruled over and dominated by the other classes and do very little thinking on their own. 
5) He goes on to state: “I believe we have scriptural grounds for believing that the first three classes of demons and evil spirits — principalities, powers, and the rulers of the darkness of this world — exist in the first heaven, which includes the air and the atmospheric heavens right above us. It is the dwelling place of demons because the Bible calls Satan the prince of the power of the air (Eph. 2:2). That is his domain. You can’t see them, but they are there and they dominate and rule anyone on the earth who will let them. Out beyond the atmosphere or air in the stellar heavens is the second heaven where the stars and the planets are located. I personally believe the second heaven is what the Bible refers to in Ephesians 6:12 as the “high places.” 
And that is the domain where wicked spirits or “spiritual wickedness in high places” rule. And out beyond that is the third Heaven, the Heaven of heavens, the realm of Paradise where God’s throne is. Of course, there are no wicked spirits in God’s realm.”

Ephesians 6:12 (NKJV) 12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 1) principalities, against 2) powers, against 3) the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 4) spiritual hosts of wickedness (wicked spirits) in the heavenly places (Heavenlies or Plural Heavens: Three). 

4. By means of "discerning of spirits," the believer's human, natural senses are supplemented by appropriate divine powers, in order, that the believer's human senses are able to relate in understanding in the spirit world. The manifestation of "discerning of spirits" does not enable one to discern people. This gift is not "discernment" in general, but, rather, it is simply what it is stated to be: "the discerning, (or analytic classification) and judgments of spirits."
5. "Discerning of spirits" is not "keen insight" into human nature, or behavior, such as a psychiatrist may have. It is not human shrewdness...character reading...fault finding... thought reading...natural discernment of humans...nor is it, even, spiritual discernment, referred to in 1 Corinthians 2:14. This gift is not the ability to know people's faults, as some would claim to be able know what is wrong with a person's motives... (which they then, often, feel they must proceed to expose). That is a man-made gift that usually leads to criticism and not edification.
6. The gift of "discerning of spirits" is the supernatural impartation of a bit of God's own perception of spirits...springing from His omnipresence, and omniscience...to a believer, by the Holy Spirit, whereby spirits manifesting themselves...and, at the same time, seeking to conceal their works...are known for exactly what they are.
7. While God certainly does function in the Spirit-filled believer to help him "discern" His Spirit...angelic spirits or even the spirit of man...nonetheless, this manifestation of the discerning of spirits seems to primarily concern itself with the discerning of "evil spirits." The reality of such evil spiritual beings ought not to be considered lightly because careful attention to the Gospels reveals that a great facet of Jesus' ministry was the exorcising of evil spirits.
8. Scripture reveals that these "evil spirits" can seduce...lie...bind...hinder...incite to lust and all manner of evil...smite with fear...generate illness and infirmity...promote unbelief and evil imagination...withstand the Gospel ministry by blinding a person's mind, preventing him from understanding, or receiving, truth. Because evil spirits do all of this, and much more...often scarcely without being recognized for who they are...the discerning of spirits is a much needed gift for today!
I. GOD, JESUS & HOLY SPIRIT. (THE TRINITY)
1. God IS Spirit. God is, also, omnipresent (everywhere at the same time), therefore, He has total awareness at all times, of all worlds in the universe...spirit world included. God is HERE, and He is THERE, God is EVERYWHERE! He is not confined to anywhere, but He is free in the universe! He is near to everything...next to everyone...and He has immediate accessibility to every living heart. God is spirit and He is omnipresent, however, all spirits are not omnipresent.

Hebrews 12:9 (ESV)…Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live?

2. It was not only "human spirits" that the writer of Hebrews had in mind, when he stated that God is the "Father of spirits," but, rather, he is referring to all "the spirits, whether in the flesh or not...all spirits...are of Divine parentage for God Himself is Spirit. However, the believer, must understand, that, just because God is "the Father of all spirits," all spirits are not godly! 
And that brings us to the reason that the gift of discerning of spirits is necessary. God knows all spirits. He is omnipresent (is everywhere) and He is omniscient (knows everything). All spirits are always in His range of seeing and knowing!

Hebrews 4:13 (ESV) And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

a) Why would it be necessary for a believer to discern the different spirits?
b) Why should a believer desire such a gift to operate in his life? 
c) What good purpose could “discerning of spirits” have?
3. The believer must be aware that, indeed, Scripture does teach that there is a very real "spirit world" and that this "spirit world" has in it elements that are bent on destruction... destruction of every believer...destruction of every segment of the true Church...destruction of all that is moral, good and righteous...even the destruction of the world itself.
4. It is important that the believer know who the real enemy is and the gift of discerning of spirits has to do primarily with this last order of spirits, that is, evil spirits and wicked spiritual entities, however, the manifestation of the discerning of spirit may also function in discerning of the Spirit of God...or the spirit of man.

5. The manifestation of the discerning of spirits, simply draws on the vast reservoir of God's omnipresence, and omniscience, and applies it on the human scene through the Spirit-filled believer when the need arises.

6. There may be an instance where a man, in his own judgment, attributes to Satan that which is actually a work of the Holy Spirit. Scripture teaches, "Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light" (2 Corinthians 11:14), or, likewise, one may attribute to the Holy Spirit that which springs from man's human spirit, however, it seems from Scripture that "the discerning of spirits" has to do, primarily, with evil spirits!

Ephesians 2:2 (ESV) in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—

J. THE DANGER with a PREOCCUPATION with DEMONS.
1. There are those who have assumed that every problem is demonic.  This attitude is too simplistic and harmful. The cause of all diseases, and afflictions, is not demonic affliction, or oppression, however, to know when it is would certainly be invaluable. Everyone, who is afflicted, is not possessed, or oppressed, by the Devil. There are some ailments, which come from natural causes. The practice of "casting out demons" from everyone who asks prayer for healing, only proves that the one praying does not have discernment and is, also, ignorant of the teaching of God's word.
2. Peter and John did not cast out demons when the cripple man at the gate of the Temple was healed. Jesus did not cast demons out of the woman with the issue of blood. Jesus, in healing the withered arm, did not cast out demons. Paul, on the island, when healing numbers of people, did not cast out demons.
3. If one reads of all the incidents of healing recorded in the Bible, he will see that "casting out of a demon," in connection with healing, was the exception, and not the rule. And, he will see that the instances of healing, where "casting out of demons" took place, are really very few.
4. Of course, Scripture teaches that there are individuals who are bound by Satan. Jesus healed a woman that Satan had bound for many years. Insanity, in some cases, is either demon possession, or oppression.
5. A child of God is never possessed by the devil (He may be oppressed, but, never possessed). It is possible that a demon can afflict the flesh, however, Scripture teaches that Satan can never touch the "spirit" of the blood-washed, born-again believer!

1 John 4:1–4 (ESV) Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.
K. DEMONSTRATION of “Discerning of spirits” in the OLD TESTAMENT:
1 Samuel 16:14–23 (ESV) David in Saul’s service. 14 Now the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and a harmful spirit from the Lord tormented him. 15 And Saul’s servants said to him, “Behold now, a harmful spirit from God is tormenting you. 16 Let our lord now command your servants who are before you to seek out a man who is skillful in playing the lyre, and when the harmful spirit from God is upon you, he will play it, and you will be well.” 17 So Saul said to his servants, “Provide for me a man who can play well and bring him to me.” …22 And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Let David remain in my service, for he has found favor in my sight.” 23 And whenever the harmful spirit from God was upon Saul, David took the lyre and played it with his hand. So Saul was refreshed and was well, and the harmful spirit departed from him.

L. DEMONSTRATION of “Discerning of spirits” in the GOSPELS:
1. Jesus, Himself, uncovered the mission of the evil spirit realm, in John 10:10, where He stated, "The thief... (referring to Satan and his demons)...cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy." It is through "discerning of spirits" that the believer is enabled to identify these destructive spirits, in order that they may be dealt with properly and defeated.
2. A study of the Gospels will reveal that a great facet of Jesus' ministry was the exorcising of evil spirits, and, in spite of the fact that some have over emphasized the subject of "demon spirits," we must never lose sight of the fact that it is possibe that many problems of our time...in, and out of, the church...can be traced to evil spirits!
Luke 4:31–37 (ESV) Jesus Heals a Man with an Unclean Demon. 31And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on the Sabbath, 32 and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority. 33 And in the synagogue, there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 34 “Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 35 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him no harm. 36 And they were all amazed and said to one another, “What is this word? For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” 37 And reports about him went out into every place in the surrounding region. 
Luke 13:10–17 (ESV) A Woman with a Disabling Spirit. 10 Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And behold, there was a woman who had had a disabling spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not fully straighten herself. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said to her, “Woman, you are freed from your disability.” 13 And he laid his hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and she glorified God. 16 And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day?” 

M. DEMONSTRATION of “Discerning of spirits” in the BOOK of ACTS:
1. Acts 13, Elymas, the sorcerer provides another illustration. Sergius Paulus, who was deputy of the isle of Paphos, desired to hear the Word of God from Paul. However, Elymas, who was also a Jew (and a false prophet), contested with Paul, trying to dissuade the deputy from the faith. On the surface, it appeared to the unlearned that here was, simply, a confrontation between two Jewish prophets, however, Paul, by the Holy Spirit's manifestation of the discerning of spirits, saw right though his opponent. 

2. Acts 16, Paul and Silas were in Philippi on their way to a prayer meeting (possibly in the house of Lydia, a seller of cloth), when a young lady joined with those gathering to pray. It was her constant message and, what she said, was true! 

Acts 16:16 (NKJV) 16Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. 

N. DEMONSTRATIONS of “Discerning of spirits” in the BOOK of REVELATION:
1. The reality of "spiritual beings" is not something that should be taken lightly Scripture tells us that, "the end-time will be characterized by a resurgence of the Satanic supernatural and false doctrines, propagated by seducing demon spirits will be prevalent". (1Timothy 4:1).

2. Scripture also teaches that the Tribulation Period will be troubled with Satanic miracles, and, while the Church will go through the Tribulation Period, it is, certainly, possible that we will have to come to grips with Satanic supernatural powers which will deceive, "if possible,” even the very elect.
Revelation 16:14–16 (ESV) For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty. 15 (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”) 16 And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.

1 Timothy 4:1–2 (ESV) Some will Depart from the Faith. Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 2 through the insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared. 

Revelation 12:11 (ESV) And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.

O. THE FOURTEEN ROOT SPIRITS
1. Spirit of Infirmity: And behold there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together and could in no wise lift up herself – Luke 13:11.

2. Spirit of Fear: For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind – 2 Timothy 1:7

3. Spirit of Divination: And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, that a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying. The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, “These men are servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation”. And this she did for many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, “I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her”. And he came out the same hour – Acts 16:16-18.
4. Spirit of Whoredoms: My people ask counsel at their stocks, and their staff declareth unto them for the spirit of whoredoms has caused them to err, and they have gone a whoring from under their God – Hosea 4:12.

5. Spirit of Bondage: For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father – Romans 8:15.

6. Spirit of Haughtiness: Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud – Proverbs 16:18-19

7. Spirit of Perverseness: The Lord hath mingled a perverse spirit in the midst thereof; and they have caused Egypt to err in every work thereof, as a drunken man staggereth in his vomit – Isaiah 19:14.

8. Spirit of Antichrist: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of the antichrist, whereof ye have heard that is should come, and even now already is it in the world – 1 John 4:3.
9. Spirit of Deaf and Dumbness: When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, “Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him. And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: And he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is dead. But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up: and he arose – Mark 9:25-27.

10. Spirit of Heaviness: To appoint unto them to console all who mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified – Isaiah 61:3.

11. Spirit of Lying: Now therefore, behold, the Lord has put a lying spirit in the mouth of thy prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil against thee – 2 Chronicles 18:22.

12. Spirit of Jealously: And the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be defiled; or if the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be not defiled – Numbers 5:14.

13. Spirit of Stupor (or Slumber): According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of stupor, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear: unto this very day – Romans 11:8.

14. Spirit of Error: We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error – 1 John 4:6.
P. THE FLESH or THE DEVIL
1. Kenneth Hagin in the Triumphant Church wrote: “It is important to realize that everything that’s wrong in life is not directly the work of an evil spirit. When the Bible talks about keeping the flesh under the dominion of the spirit, too many times folks think that only refers to keeping sexual desires under control. Well, it’s true you’ll have to keep your body under subjection in that area. But on the other hand, did you ever notice what else the Bible lists as works of the flesh or the old man nature?”
Galatians 5:16–22 (ESV) 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. 
2. I’m persuaded that Christians have more trouble with their flesh than they do with the devil. Often Christians who are having problems with the flesh think if they could just “get away” from it all, or move to another state, or change jobs or churches, things would be different. But you can’t get away from the flesh; moving or changing churches isn’t going to solve the problem if it’s your unredeemed flesh you’re dealing with. Wherever you go, your flesh is still going to be there. You might just as well go ahead and stay right where you are and learn to bring it in subjection to your recreated spirit.  
3. The flesh — the unredeemed nature of man — has its own lusts because it is degenerate; it’s never been born again. The lusts of the flesh have nothing to do with a “spirit” of lust. The flesh has its own appetites or “fleshly cravings.” As long as you allow your fleshly lusts to dominate you, you will always have trouble in your soul — your mind, will, and emotions. And that will give Satan an open door. 
Q. IN CLOSING: The Apostle Paul gave young Timothy some great advice when writing to him in the Pastoral Epistles. Timothy was a born-again Christian when the elders prayed for him, and it was at that time, subsequent to his conversion, that the Spirit imparted a spiritual gift by means of a prophetic word spoken by one of those ministering to him. The word translated as “gift” in this text is charismatos, from the noun charisma, and it is sometimes translated with the word.
1 Timothy 4:14 (NKJV) 14Do not neglect the gift (the charismatos) that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy (a gift) with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 

1. We see clearly in this passage that Paul is laying out the guidelines for how we are to pray and what we might expect from those prayers. Although Paul refers to the “elders” praying for Timothy, I don’t think he intends for us to see this as a prohibition against ordinary believers praying for one another. He is simply calling out a responsibility that the elders have. Here at The Gathering we want to start regularly making an appeal to people who desire a particular spiritual gift. 
 Perhaps the Lord has impressed upon YOU the importance of the spiritual gift of evangelism. Perhaps in a month from now YOU will be impressed to seek out any of the gifts. On another day it might be the gift of mercy or giving or prophecy. In any case, we will gather around YOU, the individual who “earnestly desires” the gift, lay hands on that person, wait patiently to see if the Spirit might impart some revelatory instruction regarding the believer (note that it was “by prophecy” that Timothy received his spiritual gift), speak forth whatever the Spirit discloses, and then pray something along the lines of: 

“Heavenly Father, we thank you for your gracious work of salvation in _________. We rejoice in knowing that your precious Holy Spirit now abides permanently in your child. Lord, we also know that you alone can empower your children for ministry. __________ has experienced an increasing desire for the gift of giving (or tongues, or prophecy, or serving, etc.). We hope that this desire is the work of the Spirit in his/ her heart. So we ask now that you would graciously impart this gift to him/ her. Grant him/ her immediate opportunities to exercise this gift for the building up of others and the praise and honor of Jesus. And Lord we also ask that you would be pleased to confirm the presence of this gift through some prophetic revelation, whether by word of knowledge or dream or vision.” 

2. When you are praying in this way, don’t be in a rush to finish. Several people should be given the opportunity to pray a similar, or even identical, prayer. We also encourage the believer to give expression to his or her own desires in prayer for this gift.

Sam Storms states this so well: “I also find it helpful to look at the history of spiritual gifts and how they have operated in the church over the nearly 2,000 years of church history. I believe that one of the reasons why spiritual gifts are less frequent in certain seasons of church history than in others is due to the fact that people didn’t seek, pursue, or passionately and incessantly pray for these gifts. And often the reason they didn’t pray for them or ask for them is because they had a prior conviction or belief that they did not exist or were not available to them.

In other words, they had not because they asked not, and they asked not because 
they believed not!
3. Sam Storms continues, “Throughout the Bible God most commonly works through prayer. The hungry are those who are filled. The thirsty are those who are given drink. Those who ask and seek and knock are those to whom the door is opened. Even though we believe he can, we should never expect God to do for us apart from prayer what he has promised in his Word to do for us only through prayer.” Storms, Sam; Practicing the Power: Welcoming the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in Your Life. 
R. Kenneth Hagin has written one of the most excellent books on the subject of “Laying on of Hands” he states that, “Jesus made a DOCTRINE out of it.” “The Bible has a great deal to say about the doctrine of “laying on of hands.” Therefore, it is surprising to me that some Christians see no significance at all in this scriptural ordinance and doctrine. Some regard it with something like astonishment. Others regard it with fear. But the laying on of hands is one of the half dozen fundamental principles of the doctrine of the Lord Jesus Christ! I have even heard Full Gospel ministers say, “I don’t much go along with that.” To deny one of the fundamental principles of the doctrine of Jesus Christ is a serious matter. Actually, laying on of hands is a theme that runs through the entire Bible. Here are examples from the Bible:
Hebrews 6:1–2 (NKJV) 1Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 

Deuteronomy 34:9 (NKJV) 9Now Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him; so the children of Israel heeded him, and did as the Lord had commanded Moses. 

Acts 13:2–3 (NKJV) 2As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away. 

QUESTION?
Which gifts do you believe you currently have?

1. ___________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________

6. ___________________________________________________

7. ___________________________________________________

8. ___________________________________________________

9. ___________________________________________________

Which gifts do you desire in the future?

1. ___________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________

6. ___________________________________________________

7. ___________________________________________________

8. ___________________________________________________

9. ___________________________________________________
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