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THE GATHERING- Pastor Gene Wolfenbarger

SERIES: The HOLY SPIRIT - Session 6
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Session 6: The Gift of Faith

I. PURPOSE OF THIS STUDY: WE WANT TO DO MINISTRY LIKE ________________DID!

I Corinthians 12:1, 3 (The Passion Translation) 1My fellow believers, I don’t want you to be confused about spiritual realities (Spiritual People) …3Therefore, I want to impart to you an understanding of the following: No one can say, “JESUS is the Lord Yahweh,” unless the Holy Spirit is speaking through him (or “except by UNION with HOLY SPIRIT”).

A. What is the meaning of this phrase? JESUS is Lord? He is the single highest authority in my life. In my life, JESUS matters.  His opinions and His words are supreme in my life.  I will serve, love, obey, honor and imitate only JESUS. With HOLY SPIRIT I am falling more and more in LOVE with JESUS every day. JESUS is the high and exalted one in my life. NOTE: The Greek word pneumatikos is “spiritual (things).”  The implication of spiritual realities or spiritual gifts. Some scholars believe that “spirituals” may refer to spiritual persons.

II. STUDY OUTLINE:

1. The PURPOSE of this STUDY

2. The PERSON: HOLY SPIRIT

3. The GRIEVING and QUENCHING of HOLY SPIRIT

4. The ASSIGNMENT of HOLY SPIRIT

5. The ANOINTING of HOLY SPIRIT

6. The BAPTISM of HOLY SPIRIT

7. The GIFTS of HOLY SPIRIT

8. The LANGUAGE of HOLY SPIRIT

9. The FRUITS of HOLY SPIRIT
III. THE PERSON: HOLY SPIRIT

A.  THERE ARE FOUR BASIC GROUPS
1. The Cessationist

2. The Charismatics

3. The Charismaniacs 

4. The Pentecostal
1 Corinthians 12:11, 30 (NLT) 11It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have. (NASB95) 30All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? 

1 Corinthians 14:18 (NASB95) 18I thank God, I (Paul) speak in tongues more than you all. 

B. When you think of HOLY SPIRIT do not think of him as a blob or a mist. Think of Him as a REAL PERSON! You would never say the Jesus or the Gene because Jesus and Gene are names. They represent people, not functions. Robert Morris states, “If you don’t see the Holy Spirit as a person, you’ll never develop a personal relationship with Him.”

Matthew 28:19 (ESV) Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
IV. THE GIFTS of the SPIRIT

1 Corinthians 12:1–11 (NKJV) 1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 2You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. 3Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 4There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 6And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 8for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 

A. Kenneth Hagin: THE GIFTS in I Corinthians 12
1. Three Revelation Gifts (Spiritual Gifts) that REVEAL something: 
1) The Word of Wisdom (Wisdom is concerning the future) BOOK OF REVELATION

2) The Word of Knowledge (NOW present tense)

3) The Discerning of Spirits 
2. Three Power Gifts (Spiritual Gifts) that DO something: 
1) The Gift of Faith (This Receives Miracles)
2) The Working of Miracles (This Works Miracles)
3) The Gifts of Healing 
3. Three Utterance or Inspirational Gifts (Spiritual Gifts) that SAY something: 
1) The Gift of Prophecy 
2) Divers Kinds of Tongues 
3) Interpretation of Tongues

B. When the Apostle Paul used the word “Manifestations” it was his way of telling the New Testament church that the literal presence of HOLY SPIRIT is himself made manifest or is visible to the church. This is a sign in which HIS presence is evident among the church when they come together.

1 Corinthians 12:7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.

C. Sam Storms states it like this, “Spiritual gifts are concrete disclosures of divine activity and only secondarily human activity. Spiritual gifts are the presence of the Spirit Himself coming to relatively clear, even dramatic, expression in the way we do ministry. Gifts are God going public among His people. To reject spiritual gifts, to turn from this immediate and gracious divine enabling, is, in a sense, to turn from God.”
D. The most common Greek word used in the Bible concerning Spiritual Gifts in the New Testament is the word Charisma. Its plural form, charismata, is the word from which we derive “charismatic.” Charisma refers to a gracious work of God or something God’s grace has bestowed. For example, eternal life is a charisma (see Rom. 6:23), as is deliverance from physical death (see 2 Cor. 1:10). Even celibacy (see 1 Cor. 7:7) is a charisma (see also Rom. 5:15-16; 11:29; but note especially 1 Cor. 12:4,9,28,30-31). What this means is that all gifts are charismatic, not just tongues, healings and miracles, but also helping and serving and giving. When you understand the revelation of this word hence all Christians are charismatic.

1 Corinthians 12:1 (NKJV) Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 

E. In the post-modern church, there is a limited knowledge of these gifts. Paul said we should not be uninformed. We also have the tendency to magnify some of the gifts above others and magnify the person that the gift is operating through. This can be very dangerous! It is the Holy Spirit who distributes as HE WILLS!  These gifts are not natural they are supernatural.

1 Corinthians 12:11 (ESV) 11All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he (Holy Spirit) wills. 

F. FIRST GIFT: THE WORD of WISDOM

1. Definition: The Word of Wisdom is a SUPERNATURAL REVELATION by HOLY SPIRIT from God concerning the DIVINE PURPOSE and PLAN in the mind and will of GOD. 

Kenneth Hagin states, “The word of wisdom is the best gift because it is a revelation concerning the plans and purposes in the mind of God.”
1 Corinthians 12:8 (ESV) 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom.

2. A WORD OF WISDOM is Supernatural Revelation of the right word for the FUTURE. The difference between the Word of Wisdom and the Word of Knowledge is that one is the present tense (Word of Knowledge) and the other is future tense (Word of Wisdom). The Word of Knowledge deals with certain facts about people, places, or things in the past or even in the present. 
G.  SECOND GIFT: THE WORD of KNOWLEDGE

1. Definition: Kenneth Hagin states, “Notice that this gift is called "the word of knowledge." It is not "the gift of knowledge." There is no such thing as a spiritual gift of knowledge. The word of knowledge is the supernatural revelation by the Holy Ghost of certain facts in the mind of God. God is all-knowing. He knows everything. But He doesn't reveal everything He knows to man. He just gives him a word or a part of what He knows. A word is a fragmentary part of a sentence, so a word of knowledge would simply be a fragmentary part of the entire knowledge or counsel of God.”
1 Corinthians 12:8 (NKJV) 8for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit…
2. The revelation that the word of knowledge brings is never future tense — it's present or past tense. The word of wisdom, on the other hand, reveals plans and purposes concerning the future. By the manifestation of the gift of the word of knowledge, the Church can be purified, the distressed comforted, the saints gladdened, lost property recovered, the enemy's plans defeated, and the Lord Jesus Christ glorified.

H. THIRD GIFT: THE DISCERNING of SPIRITS

1. Definition: The Discerning of Spirits is the supernatural insight into the spirit realm. It is a God-given ability to "discern" when a satanic, divine, angelic or, even, a human spirit... (whether harmful or helpful) ... is present. Since the function of "discerning of spirits" is so important and since an accurate perception of its function will provide a sound basis for the faith necessary to its meaningful manifestation, it requires thoughtful definition.

1 Corinthians 12:1, 11 (NKJV) 1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant…10 to another discerning of spirits…11But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 

I. FOURTH GIFT: THE GIFT of FAITH 
1. Definition: The Gift of Faith is a SUPERNATURAL TRUST in God for the Miraculous! The manifestation of faith is a special, supernatural, endowment by the Holy Spirit that enables a person to believe for and to expect an extraordinary demonstration of the power of God. This manifestation of faith is not saving faith or the faith by which we live the Christian life but rather it is miraculous assurance which comes in time of emergency, or extreme need. It is supernatural faith from God for extraordinary accomplishments. It is a special impartation of miraculous faith for a given purpose.
Corinthians 12:8…to another faith by the same Spirit, Weymouth translates…"special faith!"

2. Every believer already has general faith or saving faith, which is also a gift. The faith that you are saved by is a gift of God, but it is not one of the nine gifts of the Spirit. Saving faith is given to you through hearing the Word, because the Bible says, “…faith [saving faith] cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

Ephesians 2:8 (NKJV) For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 
Romans 10:17 (NKJV) So then faith (saving faith) comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
3. Kenneth Hagin states, “The gift of faith is the greatest of the three power gifts. And this gift is miraculous just as the rest of the gifts of the Spirit are miraculous. The gift of faith is a gift of the Spirit to the believer in order that he might receive miracles. The working of miracles, on the other hand, is a gift of the Spirit given to the believer that he might work miracles. One gift receives, the other does something.”
4. Notice the Bible says, “To another the WORKING of miracles…” (1 Cor. 12:10). In other words, when you receive a miracle, you don’t work the miracle. But when you perform a miracle by the unction of the Holy Ghost, you are working a miracle by this supernatural gift of the Spirit, the working of miracles. These power gifts are very closely associated one with another and many times work together. The same is true of the revelation gifts; they also are closely related and work together as do the utterance gifts. 
5. It is also important to note that all of the gifts of the Spirit operate by faith — by ordinary faith on the part of the believer through which the gift is being manifested. In other words, a person must step out in faith and yield to the promptings of the Holy Spirit. That’s where simple faith is involved. This ordinary faith is the faith that comes by hearing God’s Word. 
6. Therefore, the gifts of the Spirit do not operate by the gift of faith, but they do operate by general or ordinary faith. Remember, the Bible says, “…If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth” (Mark 9:23). 
7. The gift of faith, one of the nine gifts of the Spirit, is separate and distinct from the simple gift of saving faith. THE GIFT of FAITH — SPECIAL FAITH — is also distinct from the faith that is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). We read about the fruit of the Spirit, one of which is faith, in Galatians chapter 5. However, in the original Greek, the word “faith” in Galatians 5:22 could be translated faithfulness. The fruit of the Spirit are for character; the gifts of the Spirit are for power. Fruit is something that grows. Faith — or faithfulness — is a fruit that grows in the life of a Christian to establish him in godly spiritual character. Would be that we would move over into this supernatural gift, the gift of faith, which is given supernaturally by the Spirit of God, as He wills. 
8. Those who operate in special faith, the gift of the Spirit, can believe God in such a way that God honors their word as His own, and miraculously brings to pass the desired result. In the Bible, there are different kinds of faith:
a. Saving Faith brings one to Salvation. 
b. Faith, or faithfulness, the Fruit of the Spirit, comes after salvation. 
c. The GIFT of SPECIAL FAITH can come as a gift of the Spirit.
9. As we become better Bible Students, we must recognize the different KIND of FAITH. Faith, of course, is faith, whatever its source. However, Scripture is clear that there are varying kinds, and degrees of faith. There is “weak faith,” “strong faith” and “little faith.” There is  faith which is of God and there is a faith which is of man. There is a difference between the manifestation of faith, which is the gift of the Holy Spirit and the faith which is the Fruit of the Spirit. 
2 Thessalonians 1:3 "Your faith growth exceedingly."

10. Faith, as a Fruit of the Spirit, grows, while faith, as a Supernatural Manifestation of the Holy Spirit, is a sudden reception, which comes from the Spirit, and, as He wills. This Gift of Faith maintains an unswerving belief and trust in God, in spite of the most adverse circumstances. The Gift of faith is instant and passing, while faith which is a Fruit of the Spirit is constant and growing. 
11. God, alone, is the possessor of perfect faith, and, at times, the Holy Spirit chooses to manifest this "special gift of faith," and, it is distinguished from the faith that all believers must have. This supernatural manifestation of faith, as a gift of the Holy Spirit, is a special, endowment of the Spirit for an occasion, or opportunity, which enables a person to believe for, or to expect, an extraordinary demonstration of the power of God.

Mark 9:23 "If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth."

12. God, by the manifestation of the Holy Spirit's gift of faith, makes provision for super- natural accomplishments, which knows no limit, a faith that takes on a proportion that is divine which is consistent with God's sovereignty, and extraordinary things are accomplished.

Luke 1:37 "For with God nothing shall be impossible."

13. There is a natural faith, which all believers possess, to a greater, or lesser, degree. To know what faith is, the Book of Hebrews states, "Faith is the substance... (or confident assurance) ...of things hoped for... (being sure of) ...the evidence of things not seen ... (the proof of things we do not see)." 
Hebrews 11:6 states, "Without faith it is impossible to please God."
J. We do not have to LIVE LONG UNTIL we see that there are times of special crisis or opportunity, when God by the manifestation of the Holy Spirit's Gift of Faith, enables the believer(s), by His mighty power, to rise out of the realm of the natural and ordinary faith. This gives the man or woman, within his soul and their spirit a divine certainty that triumphs over all things!
K. It is important to realize that fervent prayer, extraordinary joy and unusual boldness accompanies this manifestation of faith. This Gift of Faith usually has the ability to inspire faith in others. Immediate, visible, evidence is not necessary because sight is the opposite of faith. Faith is "to believe what one does not see, and the reward of this faith is to see what one believes!
L. Scriptural examples of the Holy Spirit's manifestation of faith are:

1. Matthew 8:3 - It was supernatural faith that Jesus manifested when He spoke and leprosy was cleansed.
2. Matthew 8:26 - It was supernatural faith that Jesus manifested when He spoke and the raging sea was calmed.
3. Matthew 12:13 - It was supernatural faith that Jesus manifested when He spoke and the man's withered arm was made whole.
4. Matthew 17:18 - It was supernatural faith that Jesus manifested when He spoke and devils came out of the child.
5. Matthew 21:19 - It was supernatural faith that Jesus manifested when He spoke and the fig tree died.

M. THE POWER GIFTS often WORK TOGETHER! It is so vital that we walk in clear understanding surrounding these three power gifts — the gift of faith, the gifts of healings, and the working of miracles — will very often work together. 
N. Kenneth Hagin states, “In the case of raising the dead, all three of these power gifts — the gift of faith, the gifts of healings, and the working of miracles — operate together. This is one reason we don’t see too many people raised from the dead; some of us may have one or more of these gifts operating in our lives, but not too many of us have all of them operating in our lives.”
1. First of all, in raising the dead, it takes supernatural faith — the gift of special faith — to call a person’s spirit back after it has left the body. 
2. Then it takes the working of miracles because the body would have started to deteriorate, as in the case of Lazarus (John 11:39). 
3. Raising the dead also takes gifts of healings because if the person who was raised from the dead wasn’t healed, whatever he died from would still affect his body and he would die again. So the person would have to be healed too. 
4. Therefore, Kenneth Hagin states, “All three of the power gifts are in manifestation when someone is raised from the dead.”
O. IN CLOSING: The Apostle Paul gave young Timothy some great advice when writing to him in the Pastoral Epistles. Timothy was a born-again Christian when the elders prayed for him, and it was at that time, subsequent to his conversion, that the Spirit imparted a spiritual gift by means of a prophetic word spoken by one of those ministering to him. The word translated as “gift” in this text is charismatos, from the noun charisma, and it is sometimes translated with the word.

1 Timothy 4:14 (NKJV) 14Do not neglect the gift (the charismatos) that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy (a gift) with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 

1. We see clearly in this passage that Paul is laying out the guidelines for how we are to pray and what we might expect from those prayers. Although Paul refers to the “elders” praying for Timothy, I don’t think he intends for us to see this as a prohibition against ordinary believers praying for one another. He is simply calling out a responsibility that the elders have. Here at The Gathering we want to start regularly making an appeal to people who desire a particular spiritual gift. Perhaps the Lord has impressed upon YOU the importance of the spiritual gift of evangelism. Perhaps in a month from now YOU will be impressed to seek out any of the gifts. On another day, it might be the gift of mercy or giving or prophecy. In any case, we will gather around YOU, the individual who “earnestly desires” the gift, lay hands on that person, wait patiently to see if the Spirit might impart some revelatory instruction regarding the believer (note that it was “by prophecy” that Timothy received his spiritual gift), speak forth whatever the Spirit discloses, and then pray something along the lines of: 

“Heavenly Father, we thank you for your gracious work of salvation in _________. We rejoice in knowing that your precious Holy Spirit now abides permanently in your child. Lord, we also know that you alone can empower your children for ministry. __________ has experienced an increasing desire for the gift of giving (or tongues, or prophecy, or serving, etc.). We hope that this desire is the work of the Spirit in his/her heart.  We ask now that you would graciously impart this gift to him/ her. Grant him/ her immediate opportunities to exercise this gift for the building up of others and the praise and honor of Jesus. And Lord we also ask that you would be pleased to confirm the presence of this gift through some prophetic revelation, whether by word of knowledge or dream or vision.” 

2. When you are praying in this way, don’t be in a rush to finish. Several people should be given the opportunity to pray a similar, or even identical, prayer. We also encourage the believer to give expression to his or her own desires in prayer for this gift.

Sam Storms states this so well: “I also find it helpful to look at the history of spiritual gifts and how they have operated in the church over the nearly 2,000 years of church history. I believe that one of the reasons why spiritual gifts are less frequent in certain seasons of church history than in others is due to the fact that people didn’t seek, pursue, or passionately and incessantly pray for these gifts. And often the reason they didn’t pray for them or ask for them is because they had a prior conviction or belief that they did not exist or were not available to them.

In other words, they had not because they asked not, and they asked not because 

they believed not!
3. Sam Storms continues, “We should never expect God to do for us apart from prayer what he has promised in his Word to do for us only through prayer.” Storms, Sam; Practicing the Power: Welcoming the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in Your Life. 
P. Kenneth Hagin has written one of the most excellent books on the subject of “Laying on of Hands”. He states that “Jesus made a DOCTRINE out of it.” “The Bible has a great deal to say about the doctrine of “laying on of hands.” Therefore, it is surprising to me that some Christians see no significance at all in this scriptural ordinance and doctrine. Some regard it with something like astonishment. Others regard it with fear. But the laying on of hands is one of the half dozen fundamental principles of the doctrine of the Lord Jesus Christ! I have even heard Full Gospel ministers say, “I don’t much go along with that.” To deny one of the fundamental principles of the doctrine of Jesus Christ is a serious matter. Actually, laying on of hands is a theme that runs through the entire Bible. Here are examples from the Bible:
Hebrews 6:1–2 (NKJV) 1Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 

Deuteronomy 34:9 (NKJV) 9Now Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him; so the children of Israel heeded him, and did as the Lord had commanded Moses. 

Acts 13:2–3 (NKJV) 2As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away. 
QUESTIONS:
Which gifts have you seen operate with order?
1. ___________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________

Which gifts do you believe you currently have?

1. ___________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________

6. ___________________________________________________

7. ___________________________________________________

8. ___________________________________________________

9. ___________________________________________________

Which gifts do you desire in the future?

1. ___________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________

6. ___________________________________________________

7. ___________________________________________________

8. ___________________________________________________
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