PAGE  
1
THE GATHERING- Pastor Gene Wolfenbarger

SERIES: The HOLY SPIRIT - Session 7
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Session 7: The Working of Miracles and The Gifts of Healings 

I. PURPOSE OF THIS STUDY: WE WANT TO DO MINISTRY LIKE ________________DID!

I Corinthians 12:1,3 (The Passion Translation) 1My fellow believers, I don’t want you to be confused about spiritual realities (Spiritual People) …3Therefore, I want to impart to you an understanding of the following: No one can say, “JESUS is the Lord Yahweh,” unless the Holy Spirit is speaking through him (or “except by UNION with HOLY SPIRIT”).

A. What is the meaning of this phrase? JESUS is Lord? He is the single highest authority in my life. In my life, JESUS matters.  His opinions and His words are supreme in my life.  I will serve, love, obey, honor and imitate only JESUS. With HOLY SPIRIT I am falling more and more in LOVE with JESUS every day. JESUS is the high and exalted one in my life. NOTE: The Greek word pneumatikos is “spiritual (things).”  The implication of spiritual realities or spiritual gifts. Some scholars believe that “spirituals” may refer to spiritual persons.

II. STUDY OUTLINE:

1. The PURPOSE of this STUDY

2. The PERSON: HOLY SPIRIT

3. The GRIEVING and QUENCHING of HOLY SPIRIT

4. The ASSIGNMENT of HOLY SPIRIT

5. The ANOINTING of HOLY SPIRIT

6. The BAPTISM of HOLY SPIRIT

7. The GIFTS of HOLY SPIRIT

8. The LANGUAGE of HOLY SPIRIT

9. The FRUITS of HOLY SPIRIT
III. THE PERSON: HOLY SPIRIT

A.  THERE ARE FOUR BASIC GROUPS
1. The Cessationist

2. The Charismatics

3. The Charismaniacs 

4. The Pentecostal
1 Corinthians 12:11,30 (NLT) 11It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have. (NASB95) 30All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? 

1 Corinthians 14:18 (NASB95) 18I thank God, I (Paul) speak in tongues more than you all. 

B. When you think of HOLY SPIRIT do not think of him as a blob or a mist. Think of Him as a REAL PERSON! You would never say the Jesus or the Gene because Jesus and Gene are names. They represent people, not functions. Robert Morris states, “If you don’t see the Holy Spirit as a person, you’ll never develop a personal relationship with Him.”

Matthew 28:19 (ESV) Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

IV. THE GIFTS of the SPIRIT

1 Corinthians 12:1–11 (NKJV) 1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 2You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. 3Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 4There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 6And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 8for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 

A. Kenneth Hagin: THE GIFTS in I Corinthians 12
1. Three Revelation Gifts (Spiritual Gifts) that REVEAL something: 
1) The Word of Wisdom (Concerning the FUTURE) BOOK OF REVELATION

2) The Word of Knowledge (Concerning the PRESENT)

3) The Discerning of Spirits 
2. Three Power Gifts (Spiritual Gifts) that DO something: 
1) The Gift of Faith (This Receives Miracles)
2) The Working of Miracles (This Works Miracles)
3) The Gifts of Healings 
3. Three Utterance or Inspirational Gifts (Spiritual Gifts) that SAY something: 
1) The Gift of Prophecy 
2) Divers Kinds of Tongues 
3) Interpretation of Tongue
B. The most common Greek word used in the Bible concerning Spiritual Gifts in the New Testament is the word Charisma. Its plural form, charismata, is the word from which we derive “charismatic.” Charisma refers to a gracious work of God or something God’s grace has bestowed. For example, eternal life is a charisma (see Rom. 6:23), as is deliverance from physical death (see 2 Cor. 1:10). Even celibacy (see 1 Cor. 7:7) is a charisma (see also Rom. 5:15-16; 11:29; but note especially 1 Cor. 12:4,9,28,30-31). What this means is that all gifts are charismatic, not just tongues, healings and miracles, but also helping and serving and giving. When you understand the revelation of this word hence all Christians are charismatic.

1 Corinthians 12:1 (NKJV) Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 

C. In the post-modern church, there is a limited knowledge of these gifts. Paul said we should not be uninformed. We also have the tendency to magnify some of the gifts above others and magnify the person that the gift is operating through. This can be very dangerous! It is the Holy Spirit who distributes as HE WILLS!  These gifts are not natural they are supernatural.

1 Corinthians 12:11 (ESV) 11All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he (Holy Spirit) wills. 

D. FIRST GIFT: THE WORD of WISDOM

1. Definition: The Word of Wisdom is a SUPERNATURAL REVELATION by HOLY SPIRIT from God concerning the DIVINE PURPOSE and PLAN in the mind and will of GOD. 

Kenneth Hagin states, “The word of wisdom is the best gift because it is a revelation concerning the plans and purposes in the mind of God.”
1 Corinthians 12:8 (ESV) 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom.

2. A WORD OF WISDOM is Supernatural Revelation of the right word for the FUTURE. The difference between the Word of Wisdom and the Word of Knowledge is that one is the present tense (Word of Knowledge) and the other is future tense (Word of Wisdom). The Word of Knowledge deals with certain facts about people, places, or things in the past or even in the present. 
E.  SECOND GIFT: THE WORD of KNOWLEDGE

1. Definition: Kenneth Hagin states, “Notice that this gift is called "the word of knowledge." It is not "the gift of knowledge." There is no such thing as a spiritual gift of knowledge. The word of knowledge is the supernatural revelation by the Holy Ghost of certain facts in the mind of God. God is all-knowing. He knows everything. But He doesn't reveal everything He knows to man. He just gives him a word or a part of what He knows. A word is a fragmentary part of a sentence, so a word of knowledge would simply be a fragmentary part of the entire knowledge or counsel of God.”
1 Corinthians 12:8 (NKJV) 8for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit…
2. The revelation that the word of knowledge brings is never future tense — it's present or past tense. The word of wisdom, on the other hand, reveals plans and purposes concerning the future. By the manifestation of the gift of the word of knowledge, the Church can be purified, the distressed comforted, the saints gladdened, lost property recovered, the enemy's plans defeated, and the Lord Jesus Christ glorified.

F. THIRD GIFT: THE DISCERNING of SPIRITS

1. Definition: The Discerning of Spirits is the supernatural insight into the spirit realm. It is a God-given ability to "discern" when a satanic, divine, angelic or, even, a human spirit... (whether harmful or helpful) ... is present. Since the function of "discerning of spirits" is so important and since an accurate perception of its function will provide a sound basis for the faith necessary to its meaningful manifestation, it requires thoughtful definition.

1 Corinthians 12:1,11 (NKJV) 1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant…10 to another discerning of spirits…11But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 
G. FOURTH GIFT: THE GIFT of FAITH 
1. Definition: The Gift of Faith is a SUPERNATURAL TRUST in God for the Miraculous! The manifestation of faith is a special, supernatural, endowment by the Holy Spirit that enables a person to believe for and to expect an extraordinary demonstration of the power of God. This manifestation of faith is not saving faith or the faith by which we live the Christian life but rather it is miraculous assurance which comes in time of emergency, or extreme need. It is supernatural faith from God for extraordinary accomplishments. It is a special impartation of miraculous faith for a given purpose.
Corinthians 12:8…to another faith by the same Spirit, Weymouth translates…"special faith!"

H. FIFTH GIFT: THE WORKING of MIRACLES
Webster "A miracle is an event, or effect, in the physical world deviating from the known laws of nature, or transcending our knowledge of these laws."
1. Definition: The Working of Miracles is a supernatural intervention in the ordinary course of the system of nature as we know it." It is an event in the physical world that cannot be accounted for by any of its known sources. The Working of Miracles are works contrary to nature which result from supernatural intervention, operating by the energy, or dynamic force, of the Spirit in reversals, or suspensions, of natural laws. The Working of Miracles can be distinguished from the gifts of healing in that this gift includes unusual supernatural demonstrations of God's power apart from those normally associated with healing.
1 Corinthians 12:10 (NKJV) 10to another the working of miracles…

Acts 19:11–12 (ESV) And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them.

Howard Carter, “The working of Miracles is a very important manifestation of the Spirit. It is the mighty power of God flowing through a person.”
Biblical Examples of the Working of Miracles:

1) Moses and the Deliverance of the Children of Israel out of Egypt (Exodus 7-14)
2) Elijah and Elisha

3) Jesus and the Feeding of the 5000. (John 6)

4) Ananias and Sapphira used to carry out Divine Judgment (Acts 5)
The Workings of Miracles, it has to do with: 
1) Providing Protection 

2) Giving Provision 

3) Casting Out Demons

4) Altering Circumstances  

5) Weather Related

6) Physical Healing

7) Passing Divine Judgment

2. The Spirit-filled believer operates as a CHANNEL of God's Miraculous POWER as he or she is projected into a new dimension of Divine Power. It is when we stay constantly yielded to the VOICE of the FATHER that we will become SENSITIVE to the PERSON of HOLY SPIRIT. We must understand that HOLY SPIRIT does not work the same way all the time, and we must move into a HOLY SENSITIVITY in our daily walk.

3. When we look closely into the DAY to DAY life of JESUS, we see He was consistently demonstrating signs and wonders all the time, but he never prayed the same way twice. Sometimes He laid hands on people; sometimes He instructed them to take a specific action; sometimes He did unusual things Himself such as spit in mud and put it into a person’s eyes. He was unusual but completely Spirit-led. He was able to see and hear what the Father was doing because of the quality time he spent with his Father.
John 5:19 (NKJV) 19Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner. 
4. IN the book of John in the Upper Room Jesus makes a statement that so many good evangelical men have continually attempted to explain away.  But when we examine the text and the context of this passage it is very clear that our Lord was clearly instructing the disciples in the upper room  exactly what was to be expected in the Kingdom of God.

John 14:12 (ESV) “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in ME will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will HE do, because I am going to the Father. 
(Same root WORD in I Corinthians 12 “works” or “working.”
1) WHAT did Jesus MEAN?
2) WHO is the ME?
3) WHO is the HE?
5. When the Father put the Spirit of the Resurrected Christ inside of US it was for the PURPOSE of US to DO WHAT JESUS DID and to operate in the SUPERNATURAL. We can NO LONGER become satisfied with things that are HUMANLY POSSIBLE! We are debtors and we owe the Father  for the grace that has been poured out on our lives. We must also understand that we owe a debt to our country, our county and our neighbors. All around us every single day people are in need of a miracle from the Father.
6. WE MUST ADD SOME ACTION to OUR FAITH: The Gift Working of Miracles comes for a reason and has an intended purpose. The MANIFESTATION for miracles will manifest only if you’re praying for miracles. You must be INTENTIONAL in looking for opportunities in which this anointing will be needed. The anointing is given to help other people in a supernatural way and in the process, reveal God’s heart and nature to them.
7. SO MANY PEOPLE BECOME DISCOURAGED: Stay focused and persistent. No matter what you see, set your vision higher, know and understand God’s will and truth, and allow His faith to move you to action. This intentional STEP of FAITH will release the power of God and produce the miraculous.
James 2:20 (NKJV)… that faith without works is dead? 
Isaiah 61:1 (NKJV) 1“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 

8. We need to walk into every room this week and into every restaurant expecting His presence to go before us. This is my challenge to you: What would it be like if we would really begin to believe in the SUPERNATURAL GIFT of the WORKING of MIRACLES? We could change the very atmosphere of our city every single week.
I. SIXTH GIFT: THE GIFTS of HEALINGS

1. Definition: The Gifts of Healings are supernatural impartation of God's healing virtue by the Holy Spirit and through a member of the body, in behalf of the sick, or afflicted, and ultimately the healing is in behalf of the Kingdom of God. To state it in another way - the gifts of healings are manifestations of God's harmony and wholeness to man's condition.
2. Healing is built-in the very Name of God, "Jehovah-Rapha". Exodus 15:26 (NLT)…I will not make you suffer any of the diseases I sent on the Egyptians; for I am the Lord who heals you.”
3. The gifts of healings are divine, supernatural; enablement’s to heal the sick of diseases and infirmities. The plurality of the word "gifts" indicates that the varied causes of sickness all require the same clinical treatment of the Holy Spirit.
4. Like all the other manifestations of the Holy Spirit, this manifestation of the gifts of healings is given to cover specific cases, at specific times. There are times when God heals sovereignly and again, at other times, He heals according to the faith of the sick person.
Mark 16:17–18 (NLT) These miraculous signs will accompany those who believe: They will cast out demons in my name, and they will speak in new languages. 18 …They will be able to place their hands on the sick, and they will be healed.”

Three Reasons for Sickness
1. Physical Deterioration 
2. Demons
3. Viruses and Germs
5. How many of us have heard this before? “God put this sickness on me for some purpose.” Did Jesus ever put sickness on anyone? When people came to Him for healing, did He ever turn even one away saying, “Go on home and just SUFFER a little longer.” Not once! And the Bible tells us that to see God, we look at Jesus. Do you want to know what God is like? Look at Jesus. Do you want to see God at work? Look at Jesus. Do you want to know the will of God? Look at Jesus. Jesus is the will of God in action (John 6:38). Did Jesus go about making people sick? No! He went about doing good and healing!

Acts 10:38 (NKJV) 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 
6. IT IS THE NATURE OF MAN TO REDUCE THE WORD OF GOD to make it fit into our circumstances. We all know someone who is sick or has a disease and this person does not receive their healing. I MUST REMIND you GOD’S WORD is not validated by a person being healed or not being healed. God’s Word is the Absolute Authority. If we have to SEE a HEALING for the WORD of GOD to be VALIDATED that is dangerous.  That would mean what WE SEE has more value than HIS WORD. That would also mean if we NEVER SEE anyone healed then GOD NO LONGER HEALS because WE HAVE NOT SEEN IT, therefore GOD DOES NOT HEAL. So therefore, the Lord needed US to SEE someone healed so HIS WORD is VALDATED. DANGEROUS!
James 5:14–15 (NLT) 14 Are any of you sick? You should call for the elders of the church to come and pray over you, anointing you with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 Such a prayer offered in faith will heal the sick, and the Lord will make you well…
7. God uses different ways to bring about healing. However, it seems, that it is necessary that the manifestation of the "Gifts of Healings" be something that is visible or miraculous. It is a wonder-inducing sign. Gifts of Healings were SIGNS and WONDERS!
Early Church: Acts 4:29–31 (NLT) 29 And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great boldness in preaching your word. 30 Stretch out your hand with healing power; may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. Then they preached the word of God with boldness.
Acts 5:12 (NLT) The Apostles Heal Many 12 The apostles were performing many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers were meeting regularly at the Temple in the area known as Solomon’s Colonnade.

8. It is always God's will to heal, UNLESS He has, for the immediate time, and circumstances, some higher purpose! God desires the world to see His great power and glory. The important issue and the question we should be asking is, "What will be the greatest glory for the Kingdom of God?" We cannot deny the possibility of dying, which is ultimate healing. (Read Revelation 21:4-5) Remember, that some are healed immediately; some will "recover;" while for others, the answer may be heaven!

J. THE POWER GIFTS often WORK TOGETHER! It is so vital that we walk in clear understanding surrounding these three power gifts — the gift of faith, the gifts of healings, and the working of miracles — will very often work together. 

K. Kenneth Hagin states, “In the case of raising the dead, all three of these power gifts — the gift of faith, the gifts of healings, and the working of miracles — operate together. This is one reason we don’t see too many people raised from the dead; some of us may have one or more of these gifts operating in our lives, but not too many of us have all of them operating in our lives.”

1. First of all, in raising the dead, it takes supernatural faith — the gift of special faith — to call a person’s spirit back after it has left the body. 

2. Then it takes the working of miracles because the body would have started to deteriorate, as in the case of Lazarus (John 11:39). 

3. Raising the dead also takes gifts of healings because if the person who was raised from the dead wasn’t healed, whatever he died from would still affect his body and he would die again. So the person would have to be healed, too. 

4.  Kenneth Hagin states, “All three of the power gifts are in manifestation when someone is raised from the dead.”
L. Kenneth Hagin states, “The gift of faith is the greatest of the three power gifts. And this gift is miraculous just as the rest of the gifts of the Spirit are miraculous. The gift of faith is a gift of the Spirit to the believer in order that he might receive miracles. The working of miracles, on the other hand, is a gift of the Spirit given to the believer that he might work miracles. One gift receives, the other does something.”
M. IN CLOSING: The main QUESTION that we must ask ourselves with great honesty is: “Why don’t we have more manifestations of spiritual gifts then?” Let me submit to you that we are not meeting the standard that has been outlaid in the Word of God. The Bible is so clear that we must “EARNESTLY COVET the BEST GIFTS… (I Cor. 12:31) If we as a local church here in this area don’t have spiritual gifts in manifestation among us, it is because we are not coveting and desiring these things as we should. I am thoroughly convinced that as we covet spiritual gifts and earnestly desire them, they will be more in manifestation than they have ever been. 
N. Our Father, God, said to desire spiritual gifts. We all know IF someone really desires something, he or she is going to make an effort in that direction in order to see what he desires comes to pass. Beloved, I want to challenge all of you to pursue the Super Natural Gifts in your life.
QUESTIONS:

Which gifts have you seen operate with order?

1. ___________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________

Which gifts do you believe you currently have?

1. ___________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________

6. ___________________________________________________

7. ___________________________________________________

8. ___________________________________________________

9. ___________________________________________________

Which gifts do you desire in the future?

1. ___________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________

6. ___________________________________________________

7. ___________________________________________________

8. ___________________________________________________
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