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THE GATHERING- Pastor Gene Wolfenbarger

SERIES: The HOLY SPIRIT - Session 8
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Session 8: The GIFT OF PROPHECY

I. PURPOSE OF THIS STUDY: WE WANT TO DO MINISTRY LIKE ________________DID!

I Corinthians 12:1,3 (The Passion Translation) 1My fellow believers, I don’t want you to be confused about spiritual realities (Spiritual People) …3Therefore, I want to impart to you an understanding of the following: No one can say, “JESUS is the Lord Yahweh,” unless the Holy Spirit is speaking through him (or “except by UNION with HOLY SPIRIT”).

A. What is the meaning of this phrase? JESUS is Lord? He is the single highest authority in my life. In my life, JESUS matters.  His opinions and His words are supreme in my life.  I will serve, love, obey, honor and imitate only JESUS. With HOLY SPIRIT I am falling more and more in LOVE with JESUS every day. JESUS is the high and exalted one in my life. NOTE: The Greek word pneumatikos is “spiritual (things).”  The implication of spiritual realities or spiritual gifts. Some scholars believe that “spirituals” may refer to spiritual persons.

II. STUDY OUTLINE:

1. The PURPOSE of this STUDY

2. The PERSON: HOLY SPIRIT

3. The GRIEVING and QUENCHING of HOLY SPIRIT

4. The ASSIGNMENT of HOLY SPIRIT

5. The ANOINTING of HOLY SPIRIT

6. The BAPTISM of HOLY SPIRIT

7. The GIFTS of HOLY SPIRIT

8. The LANGUAGE of HOLY SPIRIT

9. The FRUITS of HOLY SPIRIT
III. THE PERSON: HOLY SPIRIT

A.  THERE ARE FOUR BASIC GROUPS
1. The Cessationist

2. The Charismatics

3. The Charismaniacs 

4. The Pentecostal
1 Corinthians 12:11,30 (NLT) 11It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have. (NASB95) 30All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? 

1 Corinthians 14:18 (NASB95) 18I thank God, I (Paul) speak in tongues more than you all. 

B. When you think of HOLY SPIRIT do not think of him as a blob or a mist. Think of Him as a REAL PERSON! You would never say the Jesus or the Gene because Jesus and Gene are names. They represent people, not functions. Robert Morris states, “If you don’t see the Holy Spirit as a person, you’ll never develop a personal relationship with Him.”

Matthew 28:19 (ESV) Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

IV. THE GIFTS of the SPIRIT

1 Corinthians 12:1–11 (NKJV) 1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 2You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. 3Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 4There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 6And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 8for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 

A. Kenneth Hagin: THE GIFTS in I Corinthians 12
1. Three Revelation Gifts (Spiritual Gifts) that REVEAL something: 
1) The Word of Wisdom (Concerning the FUTURE) BOOK OF REVELATION

2) The Word of Knowledge (Concerning the PRESENT)

3) The Discerning of Spirits 
2. Three Power Gifts (Spiritual Gifts) that DO something: 
1) The Gift of Faith (This Receives Miracles)
2) The Working of Miracles (This Works Miracles)
3) The Gifts of Healings 
3. Three Utterance or Inspirational Gifts (Spiritual Gifts) that SAY something: 
1) The Gift of Prophecy 
2) Divers Kinds of Tongues 
3) Interpretation of Tongues
B. The most common Greek word used in the Bible concerning Spiritual Gifts in the New Testament is the word Charisma. Its plural form, charismata, is the word from which we derive “charismatic.” Charisma refers to a gracious work of God or something God’s grace has bestowed. For example, eternal life is a charisma (see Rom. 6:23), as is deliverance from physical death (see 2 Cor. 1:10). Even celibacy (see 1 Cor. 7:7) is a charisma (see also Rom. 5:15-16; 11:29; but note especially 1 Cor. 12:4,9,28,30-31). What this means is that all gifts are charismatic, not just tongues, healings and miracles, but also helping and serving and giving. When you understand the revelation of this word hence all Christians are charismatic.

1 Corinthians 12:1 (NKJV) Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 

C. In the post-modern church, there is a limited knowledge of these gifts. Paul said we should not be uninformed. We also have the tendency to magnify some of the gifts above others and magnify the person that the gift is operating through. This can be very dangerous! It is the Holy Spirit who distributes as HE WILLS!  These gifts are not natural they are supernatural.

1 Corinthians 12:11 (ESV) 11All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he (Holy Spirit) wills. 

D. FIRST GIFT: THE WORD of WISDOM

1. Definition: The Word of Wisdom is a SUPERNATURAL REVELATION by HOLY SPIRIT from God concerning the DIVINE PURPOSE and PLAN in the mind and will of GOD. 

Kenneth Hagin states, “The word of wisdom is the best gift because it is a revelation concerning the plans and purposes in the mind of God.”
1 Corinthians 12:8 (ESV) 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom.

2. A WORD OF WISDOM is Supernatural Revelation of the right word for the FUTURE. The difference between the Word of Wisdom and the Word of Knowledge is that one is the present tense (Word of Knowledge) and the other is future tense (Word of Wisdom). The Word of Knowledge deals with certain facts about people, places, or things in the past or even in the present. 
E.  SECOND GIFT: THE WORD of KNOWLEDGE

1. Definition: Kenneth Hagin states, “Notice that this gift is called "the word of knowledge." It is not "the gift of knowledge." There is no such thing as a spiritual gift of knowledge. The word of knowledge is the supernatural revelation by the Holy Ghost of certain facts in the mind of God. God is all-knowing. He knows everything. But He doesn't reveal everything He knows to man. He just gives him a word or a part of what He knows. A word is a fragmentary part of a sentence, so a word of knowledge would simply be a fragmentary part of the entire knowledge or counsel of God.”
1 Corinthians 12:8 (NKJV) 8for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit…
2. The revelation that the word of knowledge brings is never future tense — it's present or past tense. The word of wisdom, on the other hand, reveals plans and purposes concerning the future. By the manifestation of the gift of the word of knowledge, the Church can be purified, the distressed comforted, the saints gladdened, lost property recovered, the enemy's plans defeated, and the Lord Jesus Christ glorified.

F. THIRD GIFT: THE DISCERNING of SPIRITS

1. Definition: The Discerning of Spirits is the supernatural insight into the spirit realm. It is a God-given ability to "discern" when a satanic, divine, angelic or even a human spirit... (whether harmful or helpful) ... is present. Since the function of "discerning of spirits" is so important and since an accurate perception of its function will provide a sound basis for the faith necessary to its meaningful manifestation, it requires thoughtful definition.

1 Corinthians 12:1,11 (NKJV) 1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant…10 to another discerning of spirits…11But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 

G. FOURTH GIFT: THE GIFT of FAITH 
1. Definition: The Gift of Faith is a SUPERNATURAL TRUST in God for the Miraculous! The manifestation of faith is a special, supernatural, endowment by the Holy Spirit that enables a person to believe for and to expect an extraordinary demonstration of the power of God. This manifestation of faith is not saving faith or the faith by which we live the Christian life but rather it is miraculous assurance which comes in time of emergency, or extreme need. It is supernatural faith from God for extraordinary accomplishments. It is a special impartation of miraculous faith for a given purpose.
Corinthians 12:8…to another faith by the same Spirit, Weymouth translates…"special faith!"

H. FIFTH GIFT: THE WORKING of MIRACLES
Webster, "A miracle is an event, or effect, in the physical world deviating from the known laws of nature or transcending our knowledge of these laws."
1. Definition: The Working of Miracles is a supernatural intervention in the ordinary course of the system of nature as we know it." It is an event in the physical world that cannot be accounted for by any of its known sources. The Working of Miracles are works contrary to nature which result from supernatural intervention, operating by the energy, or dynamic force, of the Spirit in reversals, or suspensions, of natural laws. The Working of Miracles can be distinguished from the gifts of healing in that this gift includes unusual supernatural demonstrations of God's power apart from those normally associated with healing.
1 Corinthians 12:10 (NKJV) 10to another the working of miracles…

Acts 19:11–12 (ESV) And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them.

I. SIXTH GIFT: THE GIFTS of HEALINGS

1. Definition: The Gifts of Healings are supernatural impartation of God's healing virtue by the Holy Spirit and through a member of the body, in behalf of the sick, or afflicted, and ultimately the healing is in behalf of the Kingdom of God. To state it in another way - the gifts of healings are manifestations of God's harmony and wholeness to man's condition!

2. Healing is built-in the very name of God, "Jehovah-Rapha". Exodus 15:26 (NLT)…I will not make you suffer any of the diseases I sent on the Egyptians; for I am the Lord who heals you.”
3. The gifts of healings are divine, supernatural; enablement’s to heal the sick of diseases and infirmities. The plurality of the word "gifts" indicates that the varied causes of sickness all require the same clinical treatment of the Holy Spirit.
J. SEVENTH GIFT: THE GIFT OF PROPHECY

1. Definition: The Gift of Prophecy The original Greek word, "prophecy" comes from a word, which means, “to flow forth"...as a fountain. The word is also used to mean, "to let drop," as golden oil in ripened olive yards...or like honey dropping from the crammed honeycomb ...or like sprinkling rain from bursting clouds. Wayne Grudem states, “Although several definitions have been given for the gift of prophecy, a fresh examination of the New Testament teaching on this gift will show that it should be defined not as “predicting the future,” nor as “proclaiming a word from the Lord,” nor as “powerful preaching”—but rather as “telling something that God has spontaneously brought to mind.”
Definition: spirit-prompted, spirit-sustained, revelation-rooted, but mixed with human imperfection and therefore in need of sifting.
2. Let me begin by affirming the finality and sufficiency of scripture, the 66 books of the Bible. Nothing has authority over our lives like Scripture does. Whatever prophecies are given today does not add to Scripture. Scripture tests them. Scripture is closed and final; it is a foundation, not a building in process. The best way to see this is to see how the teaching of the apostles was the final authority in the early church and how other prophecies did not have this final authority. The claims to prophecy in the church, then and now, do not have this authority.
1 Corinthians 14:37–38 (ESV) If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that the things I am writing to you are a command of the Lord. 38 If anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized. (The implication is plain: the teaching of the apostle has final authority)
K. The Reality of Prophecy ". . . to another prophecy" 
Numbers 11:24–30 (ESV) So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord. And he gathered seventy men of the elders of the people and placed them around the tent. 25 Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. And as soon as the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied. But they did not continue doing it. 26 Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the Spirit rested on them…27 And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28 And Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his youth, said, “My lord Moses, stop them.” 29 But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, that the Lord would put his Spirit on them!” 30 And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp.

Joel 2:28 (NLT) The Lord’s Promise of His Spirit “Then, after doing all those things, I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your old men will dream dreams, and your young men will see visions.

Bruce Yocum "prophecy and other charismatic gifts flourish in an atmosphere of expectant faith."
Acts 2:16–18 (ESV) But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 17 “And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 18 even on my male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.

L. The Recklessness of Prophecy ". . . to another prophecy" But when Paul tells them to “test everything” it must include at least the prophecies he mentioned in the previous phrase. He implies that prophecies contain some things that are good and some things that are not good when he encourages them to “hold fast what is good.” This is something that could never have been said of the words of an Old Testament prophet, or the authoritative teachings of a New Testament apostle.

1 Thessalonians 5:19–22 (ESV) 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies, 21 but test everything; hold fast what is good.

Jeremiah 23:25–27 (ESV) I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ 26 How long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, 

Jeremiah 23:30–32 (ESV) 30 Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, declares the Lord, who steal my words from one another. 31 Behold, I am against the prophets, declares the Lord, who use their tongues and declare, ‘declares the Lord.’ 32 Behold, I am against those who prophesy lying dreams, declares the Lord, and who tell them and lead my people astray by their lies and their recklessness…
M. The Revelation of Prophecy ". . . to another prophecy" Now ask yourself this question: Did Joel and Peter and Luke think that all the men and women—old and young, menservants and maidservants—would become prophets in the same sense that Moses and Isaiah and Jeremiah were prophets, that is, people who spoke with verbal inspiration and with the very authority of God and who could write infallible Scripture? Is the prophesying of Acts 2 that sort of prophecy? No. Or is there a difference? 
I believe there is a difference. I don't think the gift of prophecy today has the authority of the Old Testament prophets or the authority of Jesus and the apostles. 

1 Corinthians 14:30–31 (ESV) If a revelation is made to another sitting there, let the first be silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all be encouraged…
Bruce Yocum, “Prophecy can be impure—our own thoughts or ideas can get mixed into the message we receive—whether we receive the words directly or only receive a sense of the message.”
1. Paul is simply referring to something that God may suddenly bring to mind. spirit-prompted statements that doesn't have inherent, divine authority
2. John Piper says, “One of the reasons that this kind of prophecy is so hard to get a handle on today is that most of us do not have categories in our thinking for a spirit-prompted statement that doesn't have intrinsic, divine authority. That sounds like a contradiction. We stumble over a kind of speech that is prompted and sustained by the Holy Spirit and yet is imperfect. This is what the gift of prophecy in the New Testament is today. It is a Spirit-prompted, Spirit-sustained utterance that does not carry inherent, divine authority and may be mixed with error. Now if that makes the gift of prophecy seem insignificant and unedifying, consider the analogy of the gift of teaching.
3. The Analogy of the Gift of Teaching. Would you not say that, when the spiritual gift of teaching is being exercised, teaching is prompted and sustained by the Spirit and is rooted in an infallible, divine revelation, namely, the Bible? The gift of teaching is the Spirit-prompted, Spirit-sustained act of explaining biblical truth for the edification of the church. And all of us would say it is tremendously valuable in the life of the church. But would any of us say that the speech of a teacher, when he is exercising the gift of teaching, is infallible? No. Would we say it has divine authority? No. Only in a very secondary sense would we say so. Not in itself, not intrinsically, but in its source, Bible.
4. The answer is this: A teacher's perception of biblical truth is fallible; his analysis of biblical truth is fallible; his explanation of biblical truth is fallible. There is no guarantee that the link between an infallible Bible and the church will be an infallible link. The gift of teaching does not guarantee infallible teaching. And yet, even though the gift of teaching is fallible and even though it lacks intrinsic, divine authority, we know it is of IMMENSE VALUE to the church. We are all edified and built up by gifted teachers. God is in it. He does use it. It is a spiritual gift. Now compare this to the gift of prophecy.  That's why Paul says we see in a mirror dimly I Cornithians13:12. 
5. (The gift of prophecy results in imperfect prophesies just like the gift of teaching results in imperfect teaching. 
6. So, I would ask, "If teaching can be good for the edification of the church, could not prophecy be good for edifying as well. 
John Piper states, “We need to create a category in our thinking for a kind of speech that is Spirit-prompted, Spirit-Sustained, Revelation-Rooted, and yet in need of Testing and Sifting.” 
7. WE NEED another CATEGORY of prophet besides the one of true prophet or the New Testament Apostle, who spoke with infallible, verbal inspiration (the prophetic biblical authors and Jesus and the apostles), and false prophet, on the other hand, who is condemned in Jeremiah 23. 
WE NEED a THIRD CATEGORY for the "spiritual gift of prophecy"— Spirit-prompted, Spirit-sustained, Revelation-rooted, but mixed with human imperfection and therefore in need of
sifting. It is not the prophet who is being tested as true or false. It is the prophecies that are being sifted for what is good and bad. 
1 Thessalonians 5:19–22 (ESV) 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies, 21 but test everything; hold fast what is good.
8. This is not an either/or situation where you either have a true, infallible prophet or a false, presumptuous prophet.  It is a situation in which some of the prophecy is good and some is not. Paul says that if we despise it because of this imperfection, we quench the Spirit. I hope you want to avoid that with all your heart.

N. Rewards of prophecy ". . . to another prophecy" Prophecy is not for Breaking Down, but, rather, for building up!

1 Corinthians 14:3 (NKJV) But he who prophesies speaks edification (ESV Up building) and exhortation and comfort to men.

1 Corinthians 14:24 (NKJV) But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all.

1 Corinthians 14:31 (NKJV) For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be encouraged.

PROPHECY IS FOR:
a) EDIFICATION: The purpose of edification is to build faith. Edification promotes growth in the Lord.
b) EXHORTATION:  Exhortation exhorts believers...motivates them to greater boldness, encourages them in spiritual matters. [prophecy is never to "tell someone off."]

c) COMFORT: Comfort brings solace, reassures consolation. It is tender, showing of concern, leading to composure and personal peace.

d) CONVICTION: Convicts the unbeliever (I Corinthians 14:24) "If all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not...he is convinced of all, he is judged of all."
e) COMMUNICATES FACTS AND IDEAS "For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn." (1 Corinthians 14:31).

O. The Responsibility of Prophecy…It does not Manipulate!
GUIDELINES FOR PROPHECY:
1. Learn to Weigh All Words: It is not "quenching the Spirit" to judge...as some would have us believe. In fact, "quenching the Spirit" is when one does not obey the scriptural order. Why judge spiritual utterance? Can't we just trust the Holy Spirit? Does the Holy Spirit make mistakes? The answer to these questions is simple. If the Holy Spirit were solely responsible, and totally the agent, there would be no necessity whatever for judging, however, the infallible Holy Spirit must work... (and manifest His gifts) ...through fallible human instruments! That is where the problem lies! Fallible men can easily fail to be able to know the difference between that which springs from their own human spirits and that which is truly of the Spirit of God. Man can experience genuine revelation from the Spirit of God on one hand, and, on the other hand, mingle it with his own earthly sentiments.

1 Corinthians 14:29 states, "Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge."

[NIV, "Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said."]

a) A case in point: Paul's experience at Tyre. Paul was in a meeting with certain disciples, who directed him, "Not to go to Jerusalem," however, Paul had already met with God...even before he had begun this particular journey...and, he had determined that he was in harmony with God's will in going to Jerusalem. Paul said to these disciples who "prophesied" for him not to go to Jerusalem, "I am compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me." (Acts 20:23).

b) Again, when Paul reached Caesarea, a prophet name Agabus: "took Paul's girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus, saith the Holy Spirit, So, shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles (Acts 21:11) Verse 12 continues, "When we heard this, we and the people there pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem." However, Paul, in spite of these "prophesies," insisted on continuing to Jerusalem! Why did Paul continue? It may seem, on the surface, that Paul was flagrantly casting aside unmistakably clear warnings, nevertheless, that was not the case!

c) What did Paul do? He "judged" the prophecies that he had heard...he clearly understood that trouble awaited him, however, he perceived, also, the purely human sentiments of his brethren. And he would not allow them to interfere with his determination to do what God had, definitely, lead him to do!

2. Learn to Be Held Accountable: The Holy Spirit never forces, pushes or compels anyone, HE ALWAYS LEADS! No one can honestly say, "I couldn't control myself, the Holy Spirit made me do it"
1 Corinthians 14:32 "the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets."

NIV "the spirits of the prophets are subject to the control of the prophets."

3. Learn to Maintain a Proper Attitude of Humility: This is, perhaps, the most important guideline of all, to MAINTAIN A PROPER SPIRIT, or ATTITUDE...to walk in humble obedience to God's commands! God's Word must stand above any other revelation, including the gift of prophecy The, manifestation of prophecy...nor any gift...must ever contradict...nor add to...the Word of God. In the history of the church, whenever prophecy has been exalted above Scripture, the results have been disastrous.
1 Corinthians 14:37 "If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord."

a) In actual practice, much confusion results from the habit of prefacing prophecies with the common Old Testament phrase, “Thus says the Lord” (a phrase nowhere spoken in the New Testament by any prophets in New Testament churches). This is unfortunate, because it gives the impression that the words that follow are God’s very words, whereas the New Testament does not justify that position and, when pressed, most responsible charismatic spokesmen would not want to claim it for every part of their prophecies anyway. So, there would be much gain and no loss if that introductory phrase were dropped.
b) If someone really does think God is bringing something to mind which should be reported in the congregation, there is nothing wrong with saying, 
· “I think the Lord is putting on my mind that …” or 

· “It seems to me that the Lord is showing us …” or some similar expression. 

c) Of course, that does not sound as “forceful” as “Thus says the Lord,” but if the message is really from God, the Holy Spirit will cause it to speak with great power to the hearts of those who need to hear.

1 Corinthians 14:31 (ESV) For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all be encouraged…
P. HONEST QUESTIONS:

1) In the past, what has been your perception of or experience with prophetic words? 
2) Have you ever received a specific or timely word from someone that encouraged you (a word, note, card, etc.)? What was the experience like?
3) What are your initial thoughts about these verses? What are the key points?

4) Why does prophecy help both the giver and the receiver of a word learn and be encouraged?

5) What are some right motives for hearing God for others? 

The Gathering Positional Papers on Prophecy:

· We affirm that the Bible is the inerrant and sole objective source of direction and wisdom for the life of a believer. 

· We believe in the operation of the prophetic ministry as a source of edification, exhortation, and comfort from the Lord (1 Cor. 14:3). We believe that the subjectivity of the prophetic ministry must be vigorously tested against the inspired and infallible Scriptures that God gave for doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness 
(2 Tim. 3:16).

· We deny that subjective prophetic experiences are equal to the inspired Word of God. In other words, all personal prophecy must uphold and honor the Scripture.

Explanation: Simple prophecy is limited to edification, exhortation, and comfort (1 Cor. 14:3). It is to enrich our spiritual life, rather than give direction in the domestic areas of our life. 

· Edification speaks of spiritually building or edifying someone’s spirit by confirming their destiny or God’s purpose for their life. The most common way to edify a person through simple prophecy is to give a Scripture that has been previously important to them. 

· Exhortation includes calling people to persevere and to not give up on their promises to God in hard times, and to not give in to sin. 

· Comfort speaks of making known God’s perspective in a great disappointment or setback in a person’s life, by giving God’s perspective in telling them that God has a plan in their time of pressure.

· We urge people to avoid giving others prophetic direction in the domestic areas of their life. This includes issues related to spousal designation, bearing children, changing jobs, moving, buying or selling (e.g. house), leaving one church for another, etc. 

· We may give godly counsel to one another in domestic areas without presenting it as a prophecy. Personal prophecies should be given with others as witnesses (we request that prophecies be recorded when possible). Some people have an over-reliance on dreams for direction in their domestic lives. God never intended to direct people mostly by dreams. Yes, God does use dreams to give some direction; however, dreams are not to be a substitute for gaining wisdom from Scripture. Some people rely on dreams for decisions because it absolves them from responsibility and lacking wisdom if the decision turns out to be wrong (Eccl. 5:3, 7).

Ecclesiastes 5:3–7 (NIV) 3A dream comes when there are many cares, and many words mark the speech of a fool. 7Much dreaming and many words are meaningless. Therefore fear God. 
IN CLOSING: The main QUESTION that we must ask ourselves with great honesty is: “Why don’t we have more manifestations of spiritual gifts then?” Let me submit to you that we are not meeting the standard that has been outlaid in the Word of God. The Bible is so clear that we must “EARNESTLY COVET the BEST GIFTS… (I Cor. 12:31) If we as a local church here in this area don’t have spiritual gifts in manifestation among us, it is because we are not coveting and desiring these things as we should. I am thoroughly convinced that as we covet spiritual gifts and earnestly desire them, they will be more in manifestation than they have ever been. 

Our Father, God, said to desire spiritual gifts. We all know IF someone really desires something, he or she is going to make an effort in that direction in order to see what he desires come to pass. Beloved I want to challenge all of you to pursue the Supernatural Gifts in your life.
QUESTIONS:

Which gifts have you seen operate with order?

1. ___________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________

Which gifts do you believe you currently have?

1. ___________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________

6. ___________________________________________________

7. ___________________________________________________

8. ___________________________________________________

9. ___________________________________________________

Which gifts do you desire in the future?

1. ___________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________
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