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THE GATHERING- Pastor Gene Wolfenbarger

SERIES: The HOLY SPIRIT - Session 9
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Session 9: The Gift of Different Kinds of Tongues and The Interpretation of Tongues 
I. PURPOSE OF THIS STUDY: WE WANT TO DO MINISTRY LIKE ________________DID!

I Corinthians 12:3 (The Passion Translation) 1My fellow believers, I don’t want you to be confused about spiritual realities (Spiritual People) …3Therefore, I want to impart to you an understanding of the following: No one can say, “JESUS is the Lord Yahweh,” unless the Holy Spirit is speaking through him (or “except by UNION with HOLY SPIRIT”).

A. What is the meaning of this phrase? JESUS is Lord? He is the single highest authority in my life. In my life, JESUS matters.  His opinions and His words are supreme in my life.  I will serve, love, obey, honor and imitate only JESUS. With HOLY SPIRIT I am falling more and more in LOVE with JESUS every day. JESUS is the high and exalted one in my life. NOTE: The Greek word pneumatikos is “spiritual (things).”  The implication of spiritual realities or spiritual gifts. Some scholars believe that “spirituals” may refer to spiritual persons.

II. STUDY OUTLINE:

1. The PURPOSE of this STUDY

2. The PERSON: HOLY SPIRIT

3. The GRIEVING and QUENCHING of HOLY SPIRIT

4. The ASSIGNMENT of HOLY SPIRIT

5. The ANOINTING of HOLY SPIRIT

6. The BAPTISM of HOLY SPIRIT

7. The GIFTS of HOLY SPIRIT

8. The LANGUAGE of HOLY SPIRIT

III. THE PERSON: HOLY SPIRIT

A.  THERE ARE FOUR BASIC GROUPS
1.  Cessationist

2.  Charismatics

3.  Charismaniacs 

4.  Pentecostals
1 Corinthians 12:11,30 (NLT) 11It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have. (NASB95) 30All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? 

1 Corinthians 14:18 (NASB95) 18I thank God, I (Paul) speak in tongues more than you all. 

B. When you think of HOLY SPIRIT do not think of him as a blob or a mist. Think of Him as a REAL PERSON! You would never say “the” Jesus or “the Gene” because Jesus and Gene are names. They represent people, not functions. Robert Morris states, “If you don’t see the Holy Spirit as a person, you’ll never develop a personal relationship with Him.”

Matthew 28:19 (ESV) Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

IV. THE GIFTS of the SPIRIT

1 Corinthians 12:1–11 (NKJV) 1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 2You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. 3Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 4There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 6And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 8for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 

A. Kenneth Hagin: THE GIFTS in I Corinthians 12
1. Three Revelation Gifts (Spiritual Gifts) that REVEAL something: 
1) The Word of Wisdom (Concerning the FUTURE) BOOK OF REVELATION

2) The Word of Knowledge (Concerning the PRESENT)

3) The Discerning of Spirits 
2. Three Power Gifts (Spiritual Gifts) that DO something: 
1) The Gift of Faith (This Receives Miracles)
2) The Working of Miracles (This Works Miracles)
3) The Gifts of Healings 
3. Three Utterances or Inspirational Gifts (Spiritual Gifts) that SAY something: 
1) The Gift of Prophecy 
2) Divers Kinds of Tongues 
3) Interpretation of Tongues
B. The most common Greek word used in the Bible concerning spiritual gifts in the New Testament is the word Charisma. Its plural form, charismata, is the word from which we derive “charismatic.” Charisma refers to a gracious work of God or something God’s grace has bestowed. For example, eternal life is a charisma (see Rom. 6:23), as is deliverance from physical death (see 2 Cor. 1:10). Even celibacy (see 1 Cor. 7:7) is a charisma (see also Rom. 5:15-16; 11:29; but note especially 1 Cor. 12:4,9,28,30-31). What this means is that all gifts are charismatic, not just tongues, healings and miracles, but also helping and serving and giving. When you understand the revelation of this word hence all Christians are charismatic.

1 Corinthians 12:1 (NKJV) Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 

C. In the post-modern church, there is a limited knowledge of these gifts. Paul said we should not be uninformed. We also have the tendency to magnify some of the gifts above others and magnify the person that the gift is operating through. This can be very dangerous! It is the Holy Spirit who distributes as HE WILLS!  These gifts are not natural they are supernatural.

1 Corinthians 12:11 (ESV) 11All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he (Holy Spirit) wills. 

D. FIRST GIFT: THE WORD of WISDOM

1. Definition: The Word of Wisdom is a SUPERNATURAL REVELATION by HOLY SPIRIT from God concerning the DIVINE PURPOSE and PLAN in the mind and will of God. 

Kenneth Hagin states, “The word of wisdom is the best gift because it is a revelation concerning the plans and purposes in the mind of God.”
1 Corinthians 12:8 (ESV) 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom.

2. A WORD OF WISDOM is supernatural revelation for the FUTURE. The difference between the Word of Wisdom and the Word of Knowledge is that one is the present tense (Word of Knowledge) and the other is future tense (Word of Wisdom). The Word of Knowledge deals with certain facts about people, places, or things in the past or even in the present. 
E.  SECOND GIFT: THE WORD of KNOWLEDGE

1. Definition: Kenneth Hagin states, “Notice that this gift is called "the word of knowledge." It is not "the gift of knowledge." There is no such thing as a spiritual gift of knowledge. The word of knowledge is the supernatural revelation by the Holy Ghost of certain facts in the mind of God. God is all-knowing. He knows everything. But He doesn't reveal everything He knows to man. He just gives him a word or a part of what He knows. A word is a fragmentary part of a sentence, so a word of knowledge would simply be a fragmentary part of the entire knowledge or counsel of God.”
1 Corinthians 12:1–11 (NKJV) 8for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit…
2. The revelation that the word of knowledge brings is never future tense — it's present or past tense. The word of wisdom, on the other hand, reveals plans and purposes concerning the future. By the manifestation of the gift of the word of knowledge, the Church can be purified, the distressed comforted, the saints gladdened, lost property recovered, the enemy's plans defeated, and the Lord Jesus Christ glorified.

F. THIRD GIFT: THE DISCERNING of SPIRITS

1. Definition: The Discerning of Spirits is the supernatural insight into the spirit realm. It is a God-given ability to "discern" when a satanic, divine, angelic or a human spirit... (whether harmful or helpful) ... is present. Since the function of "discerning of spirits" is so important and since an accurate perception of its function will provide a sound basis for the faith necessary to its meaningful manifestation, it requires thoughtful definition.

1 Corinthians 12:1–11 (NKJV) 1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant…10 to another discerning of spirits…11But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 

G. FOURTH GIFT: THE GIFT of FAITH 
1. Definition: The Gift of Faith is a SUPERNATURAL TRUST in God for the miraculous! The manifestation of faith is a special, supernatural, endowment by the Holy Spirit that enables a person to believe for and to expect an extraordinary demonstration of the power of God. This manifestation of faith is not saving faith or the faith by which we live the Christian life but rather it is miraculous assurance which comes in time of emergency, or extreme need. It is supernatural faith from God for extraordinary accomplishments. It is a special impartation of miraculous faith for a given purpose.
Corinthians 12:8…to another faith by the same Spirit, Weymouth translates…"special faith!"

H. FIFTH GIFT: THE WORKING of MIRACLES
Webster- "A miracle is an event, or effect, in the physical world deviating from the known laws of nature, or transcending our knowledge of these laws."
1. Definition: The Working of Miracles is a supernatural intervention in the ordinary course of the system of nature as we know it." It is an event in the physical world which cannot be accounted for by any of its known sources. The Working of Miracles are works contrary to nature which result from supernatural intervention, operating by the energy, or dynamic force, of the Spirit in reversals, or suspensions, of natural laws. The Working of Miracles can be distinguished from the gifts of healing in that this gift includes unusual supernatural demonstrations of God's power apart from those normally associated with healing.
1 Corinthians 12:10 (NKJV) 10to another the working of miracles…

Acts 19:11–12 (ESV) And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them.

I. SIXTH GIFT: THE GIFTS of HEALINGS

1. Definition: The Gifts of Healings are supernatural impartation of God's healing virtue by the Holy Spirit and through a member of the body, in behalf of the sick, or afflicted, and ultimately the healing is in behalf of the Kingdom of God. To state it in another way - the gifts of healings are manifestations of God's harmony and wholeness to man's condition!

2. Healing is built-in the very Name of God, "Jehovah-Rapha". Exodus 15:26 (NLT)…I will not make you suffer any of the diseases I sent on the Egyptians; for I am the Lord who heals you.”
J. SEVENTH GIFT: THE GIFT OF PROPHECY

1. Definition: The Gift of Prophecy The original Greek word, "prophecy" comes from a word, which means, “to flow forth"...as a fountain. The word is also used to mean "to let drop" as golden oil in ripened olive yards...or like honey dropping from the crammed honeycomb ...or like sprinkling rain from bursting clouds. Wayne Grudem states, “Although several definitions have been given for the gift of prophecy, a fresh examination of the New Testament teaching on this gift will show that it should be defined not as “predicting the future,” nor as “proclaiming a word from the Lord,” nor as “powerful preaching”—but rather as “telling something that God has spontaneously brought to mind.”
Definition: Spirit-prompted, Spirit-sustained, Revelation-Rooted, but mixed with Human Imperfection and therefore in need of sifting.

2. Let me begin by affirming the finality and sufficiency of Scripture, the 66 books of the Bible. Nothing has authority over our lives like Scripture. Whatever prophecies are given today does not add to Scripture. Scripture tests them. Scripture is closed and final; it is a foundation, not a building in process. 

1 Thessalonians 5:19–22 (ESV) 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies, 21 but test everything; hold fast what is good.

1 Corinthians 14:31 (ESV) For you can all prophesy…so that all may learn and all be encouraged…

K. EIGHTH GIFT: THE GIFT of DIFFERENT kinds of TONGUES

1. Definition: The GIFT of Different Kinds of Tongues has become the SINGLE most controversial gift in the ENTIRE New Testament. This fact alone must grieve Holy Spirit. "What is the gift of speaking in tongues?" Answer: The first occurrence of speaking in tongues occurred on the day of Pentecost in the book of Acts. The Gospel was being proclaimed in Acts 2 to the crowds by speaking to them in their own language. The Bible says, “We hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own TONGUES.” (Acts 2:11) The greek word translated here in this text literally means “languages.” Therefore we can conclude that this gift is NOTHING MORE than men and women speaking in an unknown language so others can hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ in their language. This is called cross-cultural evangelism. 
Acts 2:1–13 (NLT) On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place (ONE ACCORD). 2 Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked like flames or tongues (GLOSSA where we get are word GLOSSARY) of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.5 At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem. 6 When they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the believers. 7 They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people are all from Galilee, 8 and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages! 9 Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages about the wonderful things God has done!” 12 They stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other. But others in the crowd ridiculed them, saying, “They’re just drunk, that’s all!” 

2. Therefore the gift of tongues is speaking in a language a person does not know in order to minister to someone with a different language. Kenneth Hagin states, “Divers kinds of tongues is supernatural utterance by the Holy Spirit in languages never learned by the speaker, nor understood by the speaker, nor necessarily always understood by the hearer. Speaking with tongues has nothing whatsoever to do with linguistic ability; it has nothing to do with the mind or the intellect of man. It is a vocal miracle of the Holy Spirit.” Jesus clearly states that this is a SIGN of those who will follow him.

Mark 16:17 (NKJV) And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues…
L. NINTH GIFT: THE GIFT of INTERPRETATION of TONGUES

1. Definition: The GIFT of Interpretation of Tongues is a gift that brings the INTERPRETATION of the TONGUES GIVEN to the BODY so that the BODY can understand and the BODY be built up and the body edified. The tongues interpreter would then communicate the message of the tongues speaker to everyone else, so all could understand. Paul’s conclusion regarding tongues that were not interpreted is powerful: 
1 Corinthians 14:13 (ESV) 13Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may interpret. 

1 Corinthians 14:19 (ESV) 19Nevertheless, in church I would rather speak five words with my mind in order to instruct others, than ten thousand words in a tongue. 

2. This gift of interpretation of tongues is the least of all the gifts of the Spirit because it depends upon another gift — divers kinds of tongues — in order to operate. It cannot operate unless tongues have been in operation. The purpose of the gift of interpretation of tongues is to render the gift of tongues understandable to the church congregation and that those in attendance our edified. 
1 Corinthians 14:5 (NKJV) 5I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification. 
M. Maintaining Good Order in The Public Use of Utterance Gifts: The Apostle Paul devotes the entire chapter of First Corinthians 14 to the gifts of prophecy and tongues and interpretation of tongues. For many of us that have explored the use of GIFTS in the public service there has been a tremendous amount of confusion and this we know is not healthy for any congregation. At The Gathering, we have always intended to bring clarity to this gift and not confusion. The abuse of these gifts has brought tremendous hurt but the lack of these gifts has brought a lack of the supernatural power of God.
N. Sometimes the devil gets credit for this confusion and this is nothing more than the result of a lack of BIBLICAL TEACHING on this subject. Kenneth Hagin states, “This doesn’t mean that the devil was necessarily working in the service. It just means that people can get things mixed up. If we will learn to stay in the Spirit and walk according to the Word, however, we will not operate in these gifts in confusion. God is not the author of confusion.”

1 Corinthians 14:33 (NKJV) For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. 

1 Corinthians 14:40 (NKJV) Let all things be done decently and in order. 

O. One of the KEY WORDS that has brought so much CONFUSION to the BODY of CHIRST is the word “EVIDENCE”. This is  maintaining that Speaking in Tongues or praying in the Spirit is the INITIAL EVIDENCE of one receiving the Baptism in/with HOLY SPIRIT. It is JESUS who Baptizes US In/With HOLY SPIRIT! Once a believer has experienced the new birth and been water baptized, we encourage them to seek God for The Baptism in/with Holy Spirit.  We must remind ourselves that this baptism was given to us according to scripture for the PURPOSE of POWER. WHY DO YOU NEED this BAPTISM that is SUBSEQUENT to your SALVATION? ONE WORD: POWER
Acts 1:8 (NKJV) 8But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me…

P. At The Gathering, we do not BELIEVE that the GIFT of SPEAKING in TONGUES and PRAYING in the SPIRIT has ceased. According to proper biblical exegesis we do not see the gift Speaking in Different Tongues or Praying in the Spirit to have ceased with the early church and the Apostles. As a matter of fact, we encourage our leaders, laity and students, after proper Biblical instruction, to pursue these gifts with all diligence and not walk in ignorance concerning these gifts.  The Apostle Paul exhorted us to do so.
Q. MY PERSONAL CHALLENGE to YOU: I do not believe we should make others feel guilty because they do not speak in tongues. Let me challenge you with a DIFFERENT APPROACH.   Speaking in Tongues is a “BENEFIT”, not “EVIDENCE”.With a GENTLE SPIRIT and the HEART of CHRIST let us tell other brothers and sisters our experience and the PERSONAL BENEFIT that it will bring to them. The GIFTS of the SPIRIT are for the EDIFICATION of the CHURCH. The FRUITS of the SPIRIT are what MARK us as MATURE BELIEVERS.
R.  TRUE STUDENTS of CHURCH HISTORY  examine this gift and how it works and read that many of our brothers and sisters who were HUNGRY FOR MORE in their Christian walk received The Baptism in/with Holy Spirit.  Later or subsequent to that moment they eventually received their Prayer Language and then began to speak with other tongues. It is a reminder that sometimes sheep are led but they DO NOT like to be dragged across RUNNING WATERS.
S. After studying the book of ACTS, I have found that there are ONLY 5 recorded INSTANCES where believers received the Holy Spirit. These five instances are sufficient to show us a pattern of speaking in tongues. First, God desires that every believer receives this Baptism—and the ENDUEMENT of POWER from on HIGH (Luke 24:49). Let’s review these five instances:
1. Acts 2:1-4 The 120 on the Day of Pentecost: These were men and women, including Mary, the mother of Jesus, gathered in the Upper Room on the Day of Pentecost. They were filled with the Holy Ghost and spoke in tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. Tongues-yes
2. Acts 8:5-17 The Samaritans: Saved under Philip’s ministry, they received the Holy Spirit when Peter and John laid hands on them. There was NO evidence of anyone speaking in tongues. Tongues- no
3. Acts 9:3-18 Saul (later called Paul): When Ananias laid hands on him, Paul received the Holy Spirit. We know Paul spoke in tongues because later he wrote to the Church at Corinth, “I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all” (1 Cor. 14:18). But clearly the text shows NO evidence of Paul at this moment speaking in tongues. I must remind you that the Bible was written by Holy Spirit. WE must be careful when we try to place something in scripture that HOLY SPIRIT left out clearly. Tongues-no
4. Acts 10:44-46 Cornelius and his household: This incident occurred years after the Day of Pentecost. As Peter was preaching the gospel to these first Gentile converts, they were all saved (Acts 11:14) and filled with the Holy Spirit and there was clear evidence they all spoke with other tongues. Tongues-yes
5. Acts 19:1-7 The Ephesian disciples: This incident occurred many years after the Day of Pentecost. These Ephesian disciples were saved and baptized in the Name of Jesus after Paul explained the gospel to them. Then when Paul laid hands on them, they were immediately filled with the Holy Spirit and they spoke with other tongues. Tongues-yes
THERE ARE FOUR BASIC GROUPS
a) The Cessationist

b) The Charismatics

c)    The Charismaniacs 

d) The Pentecostal
1 Corinthians 12:11,30 (NLT) 11It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have. (NASB95) 30All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? 

1 Corinthians 14:18 (NASB95) 18I thank God, I (Paul) speak in tongues more than you all;
T. THREE VERY DISTINCT WAYS TONGUES are USED in NT:
1. CROSS CULTURAL EVANGELISM (Acts 2:1-13)

2. EDIFICATION to the CORPORATE BODY of BELIEVERS (I Corinthians 12,13,14)

3. PRAYER LANGUAGE (I Corinthians 12,13,14, Ephesians 6:18; Jude 20)
U. THREE THINGS about this PRAYER LANGUAGE:
1. It is a LANGUAGE of MEN and of ANGELS. 
1 Corinthians 13:1 (ESV) If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.

SEVEN PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS about this PRAYER LANGUAGE:
1) You could have received it early and it not be Active.

2) You will need to let it mature over time.

3) You can control this prayer language.

4) You will see the Benefit during intense Spiritual Warfare.

5) You will see that it will build you UP.

6) You will need to be sensitive. It can offend others.

7) You will see that it can also be a Blessing to others.

2. It is a PRAYER LANGAUGE of the SPIRIT.
1 Corinthians 14:2 (NLT) 2 For if you have the ability to speak in tongues, you will be talking only to God, since people won’t be able to understand you. You will be speaking by the power of the Spirit, but it will all be mysterious.

3. IT IS A PURE PRAYER LANGUAGE
Genesis 11:1–9 (ESV) The Tower of Babel Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3 And they said to one another… “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 5 And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. 6 And the Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another’s speech.” 

a) With that one language, they could achieve anything— even the seemingly impossible. That was a dangerous ability to be entrusted to sinful mankind. Therefore the Lord took that ability away from them by confusing their language. 

b) In the Book of Zephaniah God says He was going to restore a language, not that He was going to give the people a language. God is going to restore a “pure language” to the people. What language do you suppose He is referring to? There is only one language that is pure— it’s the language of heaven, or the language of the spirit. 

Zephaniah 3:9 (ESV) “For at that time I will change (I will restore NKJV) the speech of the peoples to a pure speech, that all of them may call upon the name of the Lord and serve him with one accord. 

c)  When we consider Genesis 11 and Zephaniah 3 together, we see that God is saying, “People can’t have this pure language (and ability) with their sinful nature, but once I send my Son and redeem them and change their nature to be a holy nature, I can give back to them (restore) this language (and ability). This language will make them one with My Holy Spirit, and nothing they propose to do will be withheld from them.” Remember, the purpose of this language according to Zephaniah 3: 9 is “to serve Him with one accord.” In light of that, let’s read Acts 2:1,4 again:

Acts 2:1 (NKJV) When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.

d) We must REMIND ourselves that every other language has been defiled. Every language has profanity, obscenity and uncleanness mingled in it. Not only that, but the book of Zephaniah is speaking prophetically about Jesus, the Messiah, coming into the earth. The Bible is clearly promising a pure language to a redeemed people in the FUTURE. Only those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ are promised such a blessing
V.  There are TWO DIFFERENT TYPES of SPEAKING in TONGUES: Paul indicated that all can have the gift of tongues for their personal lives (1 Cor. 14:5, 39). Jesus said that speaking in tongues was one of the signs that would follow those who believe (Mk. 16:17). When Paul wrote of “speaking in tongues more than anyone” (1 Cor. 14:18), he referred to using his personal prayer language, not to giving an utterance in tongues in a public church service. 

W.  SPEAKING in TONGUES BRINGS TREMENDOUS PERSONAL EDIFICATION:  Edifying oneself means to be strengthened or built up. Paul was encouraging them to “charge their spiritual batteries.” Praying in the Spirit results in our hearts becoming more sensitive to the things of the Spirit (Jude 20). We may not feel anything when we pray in the Spirit, but we should not seek to measure what is happening by what we feel in that moment. 

1 Corinthians 14:4 (NKJV) 4He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 
Jude 20 (NKJV) 20But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit… 

a) Praying “with the spirit” and praying “in the spirit” includes praying in tongues. We can pray with our understanding (our minds) and with our spirits. Both types of praying are important, but praying with our spirit impacts us in a different way than praying with our minds. God designed us so that our spirit engages with God by speaking or singing in tongues (1 Cor. 14:15; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16)

1 Corinthians 14:14–16 (NLT) 14 For if I pray in tongues, my spirit is praying, but I don’t understand what I am saying. 15 Well then, what shall I do? I will pray in the spirit, and I will also pray in words I understand. I will sing in the spirit, and I will also sing in words I understand.

b) Both singing with our spirit and with our understanding is important in our spiritual life. By singing the Word and singing with our spirit, our heart becomes more sensitive to the Spirit. Singing the Word impacts our hearts more than just speaking it or hearing others speak it. God designed our heart to be touched deeply by music and singing. I encourage people to start by seeking to pray in the Spirit for fifteen minutes a day.

c) Paul spoke of times in a public gathering such as a church service or prayer meeting, it is important not to distract others when praying in tongues. A public prayer room is like a public living room. There are many different types of personalities sharing this “living room.” 

1 Corinthians 14:28 (NKJV) 28But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to God. 

X. Praying in the Spirit is a wonderful, supernatural gift. It has personally sustained me through some of the darkest hours of my life. When I did not know how to pray or what to pray it has been a tremendous blessing to me. I can’t say enough good things about it. I would never want to do without it. The Apostle Paul clearly understood the importance of this prayer language. He was keenly aware of the necessity of praying in tongues to stay spiritually strong. This next verse really personally settled it for me years ago. Yes, this verse is in the Bible.
1 Corinthians 14:5 (NLT) I wish you could all speak in tongues…
1. Why is it that when one reads the Bible about this gift there is an uneasiness?

2. Why is it that we have recorded numbers of believers just sitting in our church pews?

3. Is it possible that you are losing some battles because you are not building yourself up spiritually?

4. Is it possible that you are praying more soulish prayers and not spirit prayers?

Ephesians 6:17–18 (NLT) 17 Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere.

(NIV) 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.

Y. WHY DO WE NOT WITNESS THESE “SPIRITUAL GIFTS” TODAY? The reason the church is living below God’s standard of excellence is because believers are ignorant of their Spiritual Gifts and God’s will for their lives. 

1 Corinthians 12:1 (AMP) NOW ABOUT the spiritual gifts (the special endowments of supernatural energy), brethren, I do not want you to be misinformed. (KJV Ignorant)

Z. RECEIVING the GIFT of TONGUES: 

A. It is significant that Jesus mentioned praying in tongues in the context of the Great Commission. 
I believe we will be more effective in ministry if we include both casting out devils and speaking in tongues. They go hand in hand in successfully engaging in the Great Commission.

Mark 16:15-17 (NKJV) 15“Go into all the world and preach the gospel…17These signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues…

B. Mike Bickle states, “Being edified in our spiritual lives by praying in tongues is an essential aspect of walking in the Spirit and ministering in His power. I have never known anyone who operated in the prophetic or the healing ministry who did not speak in tongues regularly in their private prayer time. Praying in tongues is a universal BENEFIT for all believers. It is not a requirement or proof of salvation; rather, it is a BENEFIT available to us through the work of Jesus and the indwelling of the Spirit. It is not reserved for those with a special calling. It does not require any special training, qualification, or preparation. It is a free gift to all as a part of the BENEFITS of our salvation.”

I Corinthians 14:5,18,39 (NKJV) 5I wish you all spoke with tongues…18I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all; 39…desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues. 

C. If you have never received your devotional prayer language (the gift of tongues), then you can ask for it now. It is simple—just ask the Lord to release this particular aspect of His grace to you. Some say if the Spirit wants them to speak in tongues, then He will make them. However, the Spirit will not “force” anyone to speak in tongues. Therefore, as you pray for the release of the gift of tongues, you may simply feel the presence of God lightly or just a gentle urge to speak out. I encourage you to speak out the words that come to you and see what the Holy Spirit does.
D. I have personally found one of the most important aspects of receiving this Prayer Language is you have to receive it in faith, just as you receive your salvation. When you begin to seek the Lord for this, He will not disappoint you in anyway nor will it be a fearful experience. You will see and experience the peace of God in a way you have never before. May God so Bless you as you desire earnestly this gift.
NOTES:
NOTES:

thegathering.com

genewolfenbarger.com


