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I have received quite a few comments and questions from listeners to last Sunday’s message featuring Deu-
teronomy 28. Our current focus is on God’s biblical calendar, but I thought a quick time-out would be benefi-
cial to get everyone on the same page on the subject of what some in the Kingdom refer to as “conditional 
blessings.”

Question:  Is it the position of The Gathering Church that the body of Christ is in pursuit of “conditional 
blessings” contingent upon our level of personal obedience as described under the Old Covenant?  The 
short answer is an emphatic “NO!”

New Covenant believers are blessed ONLY because of the obedience of Jesus, not our own. We no longer 
labor under impossible Old Covenant requirements to receive blessings which have now been fully secured 
for us by the perfectly finished work of Jesus. This New Covenant is founded on GRACE which ENABLES 
us to WHOLEHEARTEDLY OBEY the will of God for our lives. This gift of Grace OPENS the windows 
of Heaven over us, and allows all the blessings described in the Old Testament shadows of Deuteronomy 28 
to flow into our lives and families.

I love what Bill Johnson says…“Under GRACE the commandments of the Lord come FULLY EQUIPPED 
with the ABILITY TO PERFORM THEM to those who hear from the heart.  Grace ALWAYS enables what 
it commands.”

So many believers today approach the teachings of Jesus as just another form of the Law. To most, He simply 
introduced a new set of rules to replace the old set. The Covenant of Grace is different from the Law in that 
GRACE COMES BEFORE THE OBEDIENCE.

“And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart, and the heart of your children, to love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul…And you will obey the voice of the Lord, and do all His 
commandments.” – Deuteronomy 30:6,8

“And I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and you shall keep my judg-
ments.” – Ezekiel 36:27

Beloved, please hear me. Obedience remains essential to victorious living in God’s economy. The huge 
difference is that Grace has assumed the burden of obedience that once rested solely upon man. It was impos-
sible for us to maintain perfect diligence to the Law in order to please God, but Christ-centered obedience is 
absolutely possible in the New Covenant through the enabling of Grace through faith. The Holy Spirit resid-
ing within us produces supernatural ability to experience a perpetual state of blessedness.

A TIMELY MESSAGE FROM PASTOR GENE



Spirit-fueled obedience is not merely the PATH to joy and blessing. IT IS ITSELF our joy and our blessing 
as we walk out the Christian life, totally immersed in the Father’s love, our eyes fixed on Him.

The Bible, both Old and New Testament, is abundantly clear. God does insist upon obedience in order for His 
blessings and promises to manifest for us. The eternal game changer is that Abba has now done all the heavy 
lifting necessary through Jesus to make a lifestyle of obedience the new normal for His born-again sons and 
daughters in the faith. I pray this encourages you today and every day.

“For it is [not your strength, but it is] God who is effectively at work in you, both to will and to work [that 
is, strengthening, energizing, and creating in you the longing and the ability to fulfill your purpose] for 
His good pleasure.” – Philippians 2:13 (Amplified)
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THE BLESSINGS
(14 Verses) 

1 “Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all 
His commandments which I command you today, that the Lord your God will set you high above all nations 
of the earth. 2 And all these blessings ְךַרָּב [Barak] shall come upon you and overtake you, because you 
obey the voice of the Lord your God: 3 “Blessed ְךַרָּב [Barak] shall you be in the city, and blessed ְךַרָּב 
[Barak] shall you be in the country. 4 “Blessed ְךַרָּב [Barak] shall be the fruit of your body, the produce of 
your ground and the increase of your herds, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flocks. 5 
“Blessed ְךַרָּב [Barak] shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 6 “Blessed ְךַרָּב [Barak] shall you be 
when you come in, and blessed ְךַרָּב [Barak] shall you be when you go out. 7 “The Lord will cause your 
enemies who rise against you to be defeated before your face; they shall come out against you one way and 
flee before you seven ways. 8 “The Lord will command the blessing ְךַרָּב [Barak] on you in your storehous-
es and in all to which you set your hand, and He will bless ְךַרָּב [Barak] you in the land which the Lord your 
God is giving you. 9 “The Lord will establish you as a holy people to Himself, just as He has sworn to you, 
if you keep the commandments of the Lord your God and walk in His ways.  10 Then all peoples of the 
earth shall see that you are called by the name of the Lord, and they shall be afraid of you.  11 And the Lord 
will grant you plenty of goods, in the fruit of your body, in the increase of your livestock, and in the produce 
of your ground, in the land of which the Lord swore to your fathers to give you. 

THE OPEN HEAVENS

12 The Lord will OPEN  to YOU His good treasure, THE HEAVENS, to give the rain to your land in its 
season, and to bless ְךַרָּב [Barak]  all the work of your hand. You shall lend to many nations, but you shall 
not borrow. 13 And the Lord will make you the head and not the tail; you shall be above only, and not be 
beneath, if you heed the commandments of the Lord your God, which I command you today, and are careful 
to observe them. 14 So you shall not turn aside from any of the words which I command you this day, to the 
right or the left, to go after other gods to serve them.

THE CURSES
(54 Verses)

15 “But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all His 
commandments and His statutes which I command you today, that all these curses will come upon you and 
overtake you: 
16 “Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the country. 
17 “Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 
18 “Cursed shall be the fruit of your body and the produce of your land, the increase of your cattle and the 
offspring of your flocks. 
19 “Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out. 
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20 “The Lord will send on you cursing, confusion, and rebuke in all that you set your hand to do, until you 
are destroyed and until you perish quickly, because of the wickedness of your doings in which you have 
forsaken Me. 
21 The Lord will make the plague cling to you until He has consumed you from the land which you are 
going to possess. 
22 The Lord will strike you with consumption, with fever, with inflammation, with severe burning fever, 
with the sword, with scorching, and with mildew; they shall pursue you until you perish. 
23 And your heavens which are over your head shall be bronze, and the earth which is under you shall be 
iron. 
24 The Lord will change the rain of your land to powder and dust; from the heaven it shall come down on 
you until you are destroyed. 
25 “The Lord will cause you to be defeated before your enemies; you shall go out one way against them and 
flee seven ways before them; and you shall become troublesome to all the kingdoms of the earth. 
26 Your carcasses shall be food for all the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and no one shall 
frighten them away. 
27 The Lord will strike you with the boils of Egypt, with tumors, with the scab, and with the itch, from 
which you cannot be healed. 
28 The Lord will strike you with madness and blindness and confusion of heart. 
29 And you shall grope at noonday, as a blind man gropes in darkness; you shall not prosper in your ways; 
you shall be only oppressed and plundered continually, and no one shall save you. 
30 “You shall betroth a wife, but another man shall lie with her; you shall build a house, but you shall not 
dwell in it; you shall plant a vineyard, but shall not gather its grapes. 
31 Your ox shall be slaughtered before your eyes, but you shall not eat of it; your donkey shall be violently 
taken away from before you, and shall not be restored to you; your sheep shall be given to your enemies, 
and you shall have no one to rescue them. 
32 Your sons and your daughters shall be given to another people, and your eyes shall look and fail with 
longing for them all day long; and there shall be no strength in your hand. 
33 A nation whom you have not known shall eat the fruit of your land and the produce of your labor, and 
you shall be only oppressed and crushed continually. 
34 So you shall be driven mad because of the sight which your eyes see. 
35 The Lord will strike you in the knees and on the legs with severe boils which cannot be healed, and from 
the sole of your foot to the top of your head. 
36 “The Lord will bring you and the king whom you set over you to a nation which neither you nor your 
fathers have known, and there you shall serve other gods—wood and stone. 
37 And you shall become an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword among all nations where the Lord will 
drive you. 
38 “You shall carry much seed out to the field but gather little in, for the locust shall consume it. 
39 You shall plant vineyards and tend them, but you shall neither drink of the wine nor gather the grapes; for 
the worms shall eat them.
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40 You shall have olive trees throughout all your territory, but you shall not anoint yourself with the oil; for 
your olives shall drop off. 
41 You shall beget sons and daughters, but they shall not be yours; for they shall go into captivity. 
42 Locusts shall consume all your trees and the produce of your land. 
43 “The alien who is among you shall rise higher and higher above you, and you shall come down lower 
and lower. 
44 He shall lend to you, but you shall not lend to him; he shall be the head, and you shall be the tail. 
45 “Moreover all these curses shall come upon you and pursue and overtake you, until you are destroyed, 
because you did not obey the voice of the Lord your God, to keep His commandments and His statutes 
which He commanded you. 
46 And they shall be upon you for a sign and a wonder, and on your descendants forever. 
47 “Because you did not serve the Lord your God with joy and gladness of heart, for the abundance of 
everything, 
48 therefore you shall serve your enemies, whom the Lord will send against you, in hunger, in thirst, in 
nakedness, and in need of everything; and He will put a yoke of iron on your neck until He has destroyed 
you. 
49 The Lord will bring a nation against you from afar, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flies, a 
nation whose language you will not understand, 
50 a nation of fierce countenance, which does not respect the elderly nor show favor to the young. 
51 And they shall eat the increase of your livestock and the produce of your land, until you are destroyed; 
they shall not leave you grain or new wine or oil, or the increase of your cattle or the offspring of your 
flocks, until they have destroyed you. 
52 “They shall besiege you at all your gates until your high and fortified walls, in which you trust, come 
down throughout all your land; and they shall besiege you at all your gates throughout all your land which 
the Lord your God has given you. 
53 You shall eat the fruit of your own body, the flesh of your sons and your daughters whom the Lord your 
God has given you, in the siege and desperate straits in which your enemy shall distress you. 
54 The sensitive and very refined man among you will be hostile toward his brother, toward the wife of his 
bosom, and toward the rest of his children whom he leaves behind, 
55 so that he will not give any of them the flesh of his children whom he will eat, because he has nothing 
left in the siege and desperate straits in which your enemy shall distress you at all your gates. 
56 The tender and delicate woman among you, who would not venture to set the sole of her foot on the 
ground because of her delicateness and sensitivity, will refuse to the husband of her bosom, and to her son 
and her daughter, 
57 her placenta which comes out from between her feet and her children whom she bears; for she will eat 
them secretly for lack of everything in the siege and desperate straits in which your enemy shall distress you 
at all your gates. 
58 “If you do not carefully observe all the words of this law that are written in this book, that you may fear 
this glorious and awesome name, THE LORD YOUR GOD, 
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59 then the Lord will bring upon you and your descendants extraordinary plagues—great and prolonged 
plagues—and serious and prolonged sicknesses. 
60 Moreover He will bring back on you all the diseases of Egypt, of which you were afraid, and they shall 
cling to you. 
61 Also every sickness and every plague, which is not written in this Book of the Law, will the Lord bring 
upon you until you are destroyed. 
62 You shall be left few in number, whereas you were as the stars of heaven in multitude, because you 
would not obey the voice of the Lord your God. 
63 And it shall be, that just as the Lord rejoiced over you to do you good and multiply you, so the Lord will 
rejoice over you to destroy you and bring you to nothing; and you shall be plucked from off the land which 
you go to possess. 
64 “Then the Lord will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other, and there you 
shall serve other gods, which neither you nor your fathers have known—wood and stone. 
65 And among those nations you shall find no rest, nor shall the sole of your foot have a resting place; but 
there the Lord will give you a trembling heart, failing eyes, and anguish of soul. 
66 Your life shall hang in doubt before you; you shall fear day and night, and have no assurance of life. 
67 In the morning you shall say, ‘Oh, that it were evening!’ And at evening you shall say, ‘Oh, that it were 
morning!’ because of the fear which terrifies your heart, and because of the sight which your eyes see. 
68 “And the Lord will take you back to Egypt in ships, by the way of which I said to you, ‘You shall never 
see it again.’ And there you shall be offered for sale to your enemies as male and female slaves, but no one 
will buy you.” 
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3 Festivals (Feasts)

 “...Every man in Israel must celebrate these three festivals... but they must not appear
before the Lord without a gift (AN OFFERING) for him.”- Deut 16:16

Chart 1

Passover
Pentecost

Feast of Tabernacles

APPOINTED TIMES - MOEDIM (םידעומ)

PESACH SHAVOUT

MAR. / APR. / MAY / JUNE

SPRING FESTIVALS FALL FESTIVALS

SEPT. / OCT.

SUMMER

TRUMPETS ATONEMENT TABERNACLES

ROSH
HaSHANA

YOM
KIPPUR SUKKOT

U N F U L F I L L E D

PASSOVER UNLEAVENED
BREAD

FIRST
FRUITS

JESUS’
DEATH

BURIAL RESURRECTION TONGUES
OF FIRE

PENTECOST

F U L F I L L E D

Chart 2

 “Three times in the year you shall keep a FEAST to me.” - Exodus 23:14

GRAPES OLIVESWHEATBARLEY
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SEPT. / OCT.
Chart 4

A Holy Convocation - Miqra (מִקְרָא) “A Dress Rehearsal”

 “...Every man in Israel must celebrate these three festivals... but they must not appear before the Lord without a gift (AN OFFERING) for him.”- Deut 16:16

Tishrei 1 Tishrei 21 Tishrei 22

ROSH
HaSHANAH

YOM
KIPPUR SUKKOT HOSHANA

RABBAH
SHMINI

ATZERET
10 DAYS
TESHUVA

EXAMINATION
-CHANGE OF HEART
-CHANGE OF MIND

- THE BIRTH OF ADAM
- THE BIRTH OF NOAH
- THE BIRTH OF JESUS

FALL FEASTS

NEW
BEGINNINGS

GRAPES OLIVES

SEPT 18 SEPT 28 OCT 9 OCT 10
Tishrei 10

OCT 2
Tishrei 14

21 DAYS

“Head of the Year” “The Eighth Day”

FEAST OF TABERNACLES

5780/5781

MAR. / APR. / MAY / JUNE

SPRING FEASTS

PASSOVER

BARLEY WHEAT

UNLEAVENED
BREAD

FIRST
FRUITS

PENTECOST

 “These are the appointed feasts... you shall proclaim as holy... they are MY appointed feasts” - Leviticus 23:2

APPEARANCES OF JESUS UPPERROOM

40 DAYS

50 DAYS

10 DAYS

Chart 3

A Holy Convocation - Miqra (מִקְרָא) “A Dress Rehearsal”
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Chart 5

Sacred   Civil Name of Months Farm Season Feast
Passover

Pentecost

Tabernacles

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13

7
8
9

10
11
12

1
2
3
4
5
6

Nisan - Mar - Apr
Lyyar - Apr - May
Sivan - May - Jun
Tammuz - Jun - Jul
Ab - Jul - Aug
Elul - Aug - Sept
Tishri - Sept - Oct
Heshvan - Oct - Nov
Kieslev - Nov - Dec
Tebeth - Dec - Jan
Shebat - Jan - Feb
Adar - Feb - Mar
Adar Sheni

Barley Harvest

Barley Harvest

Wheat Harvest

Grape Harvest

Olive Harvest

Dates - Figs Harvest

Early Rains

Plowing

Wheat - Barley Sowing

Winter Rains

Almond Bloom

Citrus Harvest (Latter Rains)

Intercalary Month


